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This report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   
 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest transport news 
affecting West Africa.  By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you 
with up-to the minute strategic information. 
   
 
Disclaimer of liability 
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. 
No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the 
information.  
 
Accordingly OTAL denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered 
by any person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole 
responsibility of the reader. 



 
EUROPE >> 
 
Le Havre:  Work Commences On Six More Berths 
There has been little pause in the port of Le Havre's investment programme since the inauguration of 
the two berth Terminal de France at the Port 2000 container complex at the end of March last year. With 
the two berth Terminal Porte Océane due into service in November, the port has begun work on the 
construction of six more berths at Port 2000 for delivery in 2009-2010 at a cost of US$434m. 
 
Générale de la Manutention Portuaire [GMP], a subsidiary of CMA CGM/DP World controlled 
Portsynergy, will get two additional quays to add to the two it already has at Terminal de France. 
Terminal Porte Océane, which is due to take delivery of its first 2 quays in November, will receive one 
additional quay and the remaining three will go to MSC, which is based at the Terminal de l’Océan 
behind the Francois 1er lock. 
 
Two more berths are planned to complete the Port 2000 project but the port authority has decided not to 
build them immediately, preferring to wait and see how the balance of power in the container shipping 
industry develops over the next 3-4 years.  [LL19/07/07] 
 
Rotterdam: DP World / CMA-CGM / APL/Mitsui / 
Hyundai To Manage New Maasvlakte 2 Terminal 
DP World, the world's third largest port operator, 
announced that the company will build and manage 
a container terminal in Rotterdam as part of a 
consortium that includes four other shipping 
companies: Mitsui OSK Lines [Japan], Hyundai 
Merchant Marine [Korea], APL [Singapore] and CMA 
CGM [France].  [In 2005, the Port of Rotterdam 
Authority launched an open assessment procedure 
for operating the first container terminal to open on 
Maasvlakte 2. 14 shipping and stevedoring 
companies applied. Consortia were formed, enabling 
parties to make better, joint offers.]  

• DP World holds a 30% share in the $1.24 billion
greenfield development. 

• The terminal will have a capacity of
4,000,000TEU container units and will be phased
into operation from 2013.  

• The 156-ha terminal will have a 1900-metre long
deepsea quay with a depth of 20m, a 550m quay
for inland shipping and feeder vessels and its
own rail terminal with a connection to the
Betuweroute. 

• The new terminal is part of the Maasvlakte 2
development designed to expand the Port of
Rotterdam and help relieve congestion across
European ports. 

 

PAN AFRICA >> 
 
World Bank To Fund West African Road, Rail Links: Cameroon, Chad, CAR 
The World Bank will provide US$201 million in credits and grants to improve road and rail links between 
West African neighbours Chad, Cameroon and CAR. According to their spokesman Tim Carrington 
"Those three countries have some of the least functional traffic connections of any area in the world." 
Transport costs in central Africa are among the highest on the Continent. For landlocked Chad and 
CAR, transit costs represent 52% and 33% of the value of exports respectively. 
 
The 3-country project is aligned with the Central African Economic and Monetary Community [CEMAC] 
Transport and Trade Facilitation project, approved by the CEMAC heads of state in 2006, which aims to 
facilitate regional trade among the CEMAC member states and improve access to world markets.  It is 
part of an unprecedented multi donor effort in the region to improve transport infrastructure, which is co 
funded by the African Development Fund, the European Union and the Agence Française de 
Développement [French Development Agency], as well as the three governments. Chad has also 
agreed to use some of its oil profits to fund part of the project. The financing package consists of 
International Development Association [IDA] credits which will make up less than 30% of the project. 
[US$147 million: Cameroon, US$24 million: CAR, US$30 million: Chad.  
 
Cameroon's location on the Atlantic Ocean is vital for getting goods from landlocked Chad and CAR to 
international markets, but poor infrastructure has frustrated efforts to increase trade and lower transport 
costs. The project targets specific sections of the road corridors connecting N’Djamena and Bangui to 
Douala for rehabilitation, along with rail improvements, in a context which will allow a sustainable 
institutional framework for the rail sector. Road travel from the main port and regional gateway Douala 
[Cameroon] currently takes about 15 days to N’Djamena [Chad] and 10 days to Bangui [CAR].  
 
In addition to supporting the core transit infrastructure, the project will advance operationalization of the 
customs union among the three countries and reduce physical and other barriers along the Douala-
N’Djamena and Douala-Bangui corridors.   It is also expected to increase the regional integration of 
CEMAC member states by supporting a new transit regime in the sub-region that can streamline 
movement of goods among the CEMAC countries. Finally, the project will finance technical assistance 



and computerization to enhance the efficiency of the port of Douala, thereby speeding the port 
clearance process. 
 
In Chad’s case, the IDA grant will finance 25% of the works and equipment costs for the transport 
improvements. The remaining 75% will be financed through Chad’s oil revenues. 
 
“This project recognizes the need for regional approaches in a part of Africa where landlocked 
economies are profoundly disadvantaged by costly and unreliable transport and trade processes,” said 
Jean-Francois Marteau, Task Team Leader for the project. “What we should see as a result are more 
reliable services, lower transport costs and in the long term 
improved access to world markets and greater trade flows 
among the three countries.” 
 
The Roads and railway Infrastructure component of the project, co-funded by four donors, will focus on 
periodic maintenance, rehabilitation and upgrading works on selected rail and road sections along the 
corridors and paving of existing gravel road sections.   It will help harmonize and enforce the axle road 
control policies, improve rest areas and help rehabilitate key rail infrastructure. 

World Bank Information 
Sub-Saharan Africa: www.worldbank.org/afr
Cameroon: www.worldbank.org/cameroon  

 
The Transit and Transport Facilitation Investments will include information and communication 
technology between stakeholders, especially within the port community. It will improve transit regime 
and border crossing through cargo tracking, borders posts and, strengthen port safety and security. The 
Customs and Transport Sector Institutional Strengthening and Capacity Building will strengthen CEMAC 
customs union, mostly through improving national customs and transport facilitation institutions. [WB 
26/06/07 & Reuters 28/06/07] 
 
Focus On Public-Private Synergies In West African Ports  
Nigeria 
As by far the most populous country in Africa and potentially a huge trading nation, the efficiency and 
capacity of Nigeria’s ports is important to the vitality of trade across the continent as a whole. 
 
In the past, Nigerian ports have been slow, inefficient and under resourced, as the Nigerian economy 
has failed to live up to expectations. Now that growth in oil and non-oil sectors has begun to pick up, 
trade volumes are rising and the governments decision to attract private sector investment into the 
nation’s ports is looking well judged. 
 
Despite a host of other priorities and distractions in the form of the April elections, substantial progress 
has been made on port reform during President Olusegun Obsanjo’s second term in office. All National 
Ports Authority [NPA] ports are to remain the property of the state butt most will be managed by private 
companies under the port landlord model. 
 
Terminals A and B at Apapa Container Terminal were the first to be put up for tender and now are 
managed y one of the world’s biggest port operators, APM Terminals, a subsidiary of A P Moller, under 
a 25 year contract. 
 
Although there have been job losses under the Nigerian trade unions’ other great fear, that only foreign 
operators would win contracts, has not been borne out. Some Nigerian firms have secured equity in 
operating companies and Ports & Terminal Operators Nigeria Ltd has been awarded a contract in its 
own right to manage Terminal A at Port Harcourt. 
 
The company has been formed by a consortium of five Nigerian companies that already have 
experience in the port sector; Denca Services Ltd, Ekulo International Ltd, Michele Nigeria Ltd, MIGFO 
Nigeria and Sifax Nigeria. 
 
Cape Verde
Even some of the region’s smaller economies are looking to the private sector to overhaul their port 
facilities. The government of Cape Verde has long planned to privatise its main ports of Praia on 
Santiago and Mindelo on Sao Vicente, which are operated by the state owned Empresa Nacional de 
Administracao dos Portos [Enapor]. A privatisation package was agreed with the IMF in the 1990s but 
was suspended in 1999 when the government announced more ambitious plans to develop the islands 
as a major transhipment centre for West Africa. 
 
It was hoped that private sector investment could have been attracted into the port expansion plans but 
the transhipment dream and privatisation have both failed to materialise since the plans were first drawn 
up. 
 
However, the government has revealed that port privatisation is now back on the agenda. Speaking to 
journalists earlier this year, the minister of infrastructure and  transportation, Manuel Inocencio Sousa, 

http://www.worldbank.org/afr
http://www.worldbank.org/cameroon


announced that Enapor would be put up for sale by the end of this year. Another state-owned port 
operator, Arca Verde, is also to be privatised. It operates smaller ports that concentrate on domestic 
trade. 
 
It appears that the plans for port expansion and privatisation have now been separated. Plans to 
develop transhipment facilities at Mindelo have been unveiled but they are long way from being put into 
practice. 
 
However, a more concrete programme of port expansion has been announced for Praia. The port’s 
container terminal currently has capacity to handle just 15,000 containers a year but this should be 
increased to 80,000 a year by 2010. The new development is expected to be included as a requirement 
of the privatisation package, although it remains to be seen whether the government intends outright 
privatisation or will opt for the more usual concession option. 
 
Ghana
Back on the mainland, Ghana’s main ports are continuing to benefit from ongoing instability in Cote 
d’Ivoire. The Ivorian port of Abidjan has traditionally been the most important port in francophone West 
Africa and handled both the large domestic and cocoa exports and the container and bulk cargo for the 
wider region. However, Cote d’Ivoire’s de facto division into two political entities has encouraged many 
traders to opt for the Ghanaian ports of Tema and, to a lesser extent, Takoradi.  
 
Ghana Ports & Harbours Authority [GPHA] has responded to increase demand over the past few years 
by investing in new cargo handling equipment from Chinese company Shanghai Zhenhua Port 
Machinery Company [ZPMC], particularly for the container terminal at Tema. 
 
The port’s IT and training systems have also been updated and the company hopes that greater 
efficiency will further increase trade. The port of Takoradi is most important in its role in exporting dry 
bulk. An offshoot of the Canadian firm Alcan, Ghana Bauxite Company [GBC] 
 
Exports more than 14,000t of bauxite a week through the port and provides a great deal of business for 
Ghana Railways Company [GRC]. Some new investment in new rolling stock is likely but it is the 
construction of a new railway line that could really boost demand for port services. 
 
The Ghanain government says development of the Eastern Railway from Pago to Tema is due to begin 
in the middle of this year. It is understood that a foreign firm has been awarded the build-operate-
transfer[BOT] contract although the government has not revealed the name of the selected company. 
The line will run from Paga through Kintampo and Kumasi to Tema, connecting the eastern part of the 
country to the port by rail for the first time. [Africa Business June 2007] 
 
Chambers Of Commerce Increase Pressure On Governments For Doha Trade Deal 
The 5th World Chambers Congress held this month has stressed the vital importance of the multilateral 
trading system and called upon all governments, especially those of the biggest trading nations, to 
finally summon the political will to bridge their outstanding differences and make the concessions 
necessary for a successful deal in the Doha round of world trade negotiations.  “The coming weeks are 
make-or-break time for this major exercise in international economic cooperation. After six years and 
numerous missed deadlines, the Doha talks cannot continue to stagger from one false dawn to another,“ 
said Marcus Wallenberg, Chairman of the International Chamber of Commerce [ICC]. Other emphasis 
was placed on: 
 

• the vital importance they attach to the multilateral trading system as a proven engine of 
economic growth and development for the whole world; 

• express their strong support for the World Trade Organization and the goals of the Doha 
negotiations to liberalize cross-border trade within a global framework of stronger and fairer 
rules; 

• note the considerable progress that has already been achieved in the negotiations and the 
value of what is already on the table, which will be lost if the talks are allowed to fail; 
register their deep concern that failure would encourage protectionism, accelerate the growth 
of bilateral trade deals, and erode respect for the WTO and other multilateral institutions;  

• call upon all governments, and especially those of the biggest trading nations, to finally 
summon the political will to bridge their outstanding differences and make the concessions that 
are known to be necessary for a successful deal. [07/07/07] 

 
Pan-African Infrastructure Development Fund 



(57%).  In  terms  of  future  perspectives it  is  possible  for  Angola  to  reach  growth  of  32%  or  34%, 
which would be one of the highest rates in the world. [APA 12/06/07] 
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GDP To Reach USD95 Billion By 2010 GDP To Reach USD95 Billion By 2010 
Angola's Gross Domestic Product [GDP] is expected to reach US$95 billion by 2010 and become the 
second greatest economy of the sub-Saharan region surpassing that of Nigeria, according to a study by 
the University of Angola. The research states Angola has gained macroeconomic stability and the 
reduction of inflation rate from 200% in 2002 to just 10% in 2007.  However the country's unemployment 
rate [27.1% in 2006] and the poverty rate which reached 60% in 2006 are the greatest constraints on the 
economy. [APA 04/07/07] 
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Cooperation With Togo Cooperation With Togo 
The first trip of a Togolese President to Angola indicates the start of a new era of relations between the 
two countries.  President, Faure Gnassingbe met with José Eduardo dos Santos during a two-day stay 
reviewing the immense possibilities ahead for mutually advantageous cooperation. [APA 26/06/07] 
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two countries.  President, Faure Gnassingbe met with José Eduardo dos Santos during a two-day stay 
reviewing the immense possibilities ahead for mutually advantageous cooperation. [APA 26/06/07] 

CAPE VERDE >> 
 
Cape Verde On Track To Join WTO By End Of Year 
Cape Verde appears on track to enter the World Trade Organization by the end of the year. The island 
chain off the west coast of Africa still has to resolve some issues relating to trading rights, investment 
rules, taxes and export subsidies. Cape Verde still has to reach bilateral agreements with Washington 
and Brussels before it can join the WTO. Those talks are reportedly in the final stages. Another meeting 
of the WTO working group handling Cape Verde's accession process will probably take place later this 
year. Members are aiming to complete the negotiation by December. [AP 28/06/07] 

COTE D’IVOIRE >> 
 
Probe Into Assassination Attempt Against Prime Minister 
The Ivorian authorities are to ask the UN to probe an assassination attempt against Prime Minister 
Guillaume Soro.  Four people died when rockets were fired at a plane carrying Mr Soro after it landed 
last month in Bouake, the headquarters of his former rebel group. Mr Soro, who was unhurt, was named 
prime minister in April under a deal to end Ivory Coast's four-year division.  
 
There is intense speculation about who was responsible for the attack and how it will affect the peace 
process. Some blame dissident rebels, angry that their leader has joined hands with President Laurent 
Gbagbo. Others allege the president's camp was behind the attack. After a cabinet meeting on 
11/07/07, a number of measures were announced to reassure the country of its determination not to be 
deterred by the failed assassination attempt.   
 

• President Gbagbo is now scheduled to visit the northern city of Bouake, the stronghold for Mr 
Soro's New Forces group, on 30 July.  It will be his first visit to the north since the start of the 
war nearly four years ago.  

• The cabinet also decided that security will be increased throughout the country, without 
specifying how.  

• It was announced that the redeployment of the state administration to the north of the country 
is to be speeded up.  

• Civil servants are due to return to the north, controlled by the New Forces during the civil war, 
but there had been some speculation that the attempt on Mr Soro's life would put a halt to this 
plan on safety grounds.  

• A cabinet communiqué also explained that redeploying the administration would speed up the 
start of the identification programme, which will give Ivorian identity papers to the millions who 
do not have them. [BBC 12/07/07] 

 
Côte D’Ivoire Offers Attractive Climate For Investors 

ViTib 
Tel: [00] 22520215362 
e-mail: info@vitibsa.com
www.vitibsa.com 

Already a centre for finance in West Africa, Côte D’Ivoire has moved up a gear in race for foreign 
investment with the launch of a free trade park for IT and biotechnolgy. 
This new free trade zone viTib [Village of Information Technology & 
Biotechnology] will be dedicated to both small and large enterprises 
involved in the IT and biotechnology sectors. The ground breaking 
ceremony of the 500ha park took place on 15/03/07 at Grand Bassam, 
30 minutes from Abidjan. The project  is estimated to cost 160 billion FCFA. The project has 
international backing. PricewaterhouseCoopers and the Indian software group, STPI carried out 
technical and financial feasibility studies.  viTib will play a vital role in the entire region’s development, as 
a flagship business hub for Africa. 

mailto:gkragbe@africaonline.co.ci


 
Abidjan- Yamoussoukro Highway 
The Abidjan-Yamoussoukro highway will be led in 3 phases by COLAS-JEAN LEFEBVRE Group: 

• Phase 1: Abidjan-Singrobo [rehabilitation] 146km / Singrobo-Taabo [new road – expressway 2 
x1 ways] 24km 

• Phase 2: Taabo-Toumodi {new road] 24km 
• Phase 3: Toumodi-Yamoussokro [new road] 40km  
• The passage to a 2x2 motorway will be assessed at a later stage according to traffic evolution 

 
Currently the Government of Cote d’Ivoire are inviting tenders for this project.  [20/06/07 Ambassade de 
Cote d’Ivoire] 
 
Yamoussoukro-Bouaké Tollway 
The Ivorian government are to extend the Yamoussoukro-Bouaké tollway in order to improve links with 
Central and Northern regions of the country and reinforce integration with Burkina Faso.  The project will 
cover 100km.  Private financing is being sought under BOOT basis for a period of 30 years.  Preliminary 
studies are being prepared and international competitive bidding will follow. [20/06/07 Ambassade de 
Cote d’Ivoire]  
 

 
 
Jacqueville Toll Bridge 
The Abidjan-Jacqueville road is intersected by the Ebrie Lagoon. Currently motorized ferryboats, often 
out of order are the only means to cross.  These ferries are to be replaced with a concrete bridge 457m 
long by 10m wide.  The government is seeking finance with returns from a toll-gate system.  [20/06/07 
Ambassade de Cote d’Ivoire] 
 
Abidjan Urban Train System 
Along with the implementation of the measures taken by the SOTRA plan, the government wishes to 
establish an urban railway services on exisiting rail infrastructures to supplement SOTRA services.  A 
feasibility study is already available at BNETD however an environmental impact study has yet to be 
implemented and partial or full private financing is required. [20/06/07 Ambassade de Cote d’Ivoire] 
 
San Pedro Port Rehabilitation - Q&A 
This month we have approached Mr KOIDOU D. Constant, Commercial /Marketing and NTIC Director of 
the San Pedro Port [PASP] to provide an overview of current work being undertaken at the port.   Details 
of which are highlighted below: 
 
San Pedro Q & A  
 
San Pedro port authority has recently launched a tender for works can you please expand on what is 
involved?  
The main objective of this tender for works is the modernization and the rehabilitation of San Pedro Port’s 
infrastructures and equipments. The works will be financed by a loan of four [4] billion FCFA accorded by the West 
African Development Bank [BOAD]. 
 
The tender for works concern the following projects: 



Sub project 1: Works for asphalting and lighting the fishing port’s road. 
Sub project 2: Works for an administrative building for shipping companies. 
Sub project 3: Supplying and Installation of quay’s equipments. 
Sub project 4: Supplying and Operating a mobile crane 
 
When will works start and finish?  
The turnaround time for each project from the choice of the successful bidder is: 
Sub project 1: 06 months  
Sub project 2: 12 months 
Sub project 3: 06 months 
Sub project 4: 08 months 
 

 
Arial Image of San Pedro Port 
 
We understand a new five-storey administrative building for shipping companies will be built can you 
expand on its function? 
The main functions of this building are, to regroup all the companies involved in the port activities and maritime 
transport in the same place. Next to create and install a common information system which will be used by all of them 
and finally to increase the warehousing capacity of the port. 
 
Also a new mobile crane is to be installed. Can you expand.  
The new mobile crane aimed at improving the handling operations at the docks, the competitiveness of the port. Next 
the mobile crane will allow ship without crane to operate at the Port of San Pedro, and this will have a positive impact 
on the traffic.  Finally the mobile crane will be part of the container terminal’s project. 
 
Can you expand on any other projects that have been successfully completed so far?  
The projects which have been successfully achieved are: 
• The rehabilitation of the different access roads of the port. 
• The rehabilitation of the equipments: 
• The renewal of the mooring buoys, 
• The repointing of the quays, 
• The renovation of the lighthouse, 
• The building of new warehouses, etc.  
 
Are there any other collaborators involved ie World Bank / foreign investment?  
Concerning the tender for works it’s the West African Development Bank [WABD] who is involved. However the Port 
had collaboration in the past with the World Bank for works on the access roads to the port, also with the Japanese 
Cooperation for the Development on the fishing port’s project. 
 
Any other projects proposed? Is there a future action plan?  
The future action plan in term of investment schedules the following projects: 
• The building of a new quay  
• The extension of the port 
• To service the domain of the port. 
• The development and the implementation of a new information system for the port’ community.  
 
How many berths are there currently in San Pedro?  



There are 4 berths in the commercial port covering a total length of 850 linear meters. 
 
San Pedro, ships almost half of all the cocoa exported from the Cote d’Ivoire at around 500,000 tonnes, what 
issues do you face with regards to the cocoa season such as seasonal congestion, lack of equipment ….?  
The main issues experienced in the port during the cocoa season are:  
• Lack of space in the customs’ warehouses according to the demand at this time, 
• Lack of additional quays to receive ships which create congestion in the harbour, 
• Administrative issues,  
• The closing date. 
 
In fact San Pedro is no longer the number one export port for cocoa. The split is currently 33% from San Pedro and 
66% from Abidjan. 
 
 What is proposed as a solution?  
The solution proposed for the closing date will be the implementation of the Cargo system, which will be the common 
information system for the port authority and the port’s community. The system will secure and share the day to day 
information between all the actors in the shipping process. 
 
Concerning the lack of space the future project to extend the port which will include new quays and also new 
warehouses will reduce the congestion and the waiting time at the harbour.  
 
Are there any priorities in terms of berthing: Megabulk ‘v’ Ro-Ro ‘v’ Container Vessels?  
In the port of San Pedro the priority is: ships which come alongside to berth for the cocoa [mainly during the cocoa 
season], next the RO/RO ships and other specialised ships and finally ships for general cargo. 
  
How have recent political events effected San Pedro port in relation to import/export figures? 
Export: 
The main export product namely cocoa has been really affected by the war. The majority of the fighting has been 
held in the hinterland of the Port of San Pedro. The farmers left their plantations; therefore the crops have not been 
harvested and the cocoa was wasted. Some crops that were harvested were unfortunately shipped through other 
countries such as Guinea, Mali and Burkina Faso.  
 
The insecurity created by the war also increased the military controls on the roads particularly the police cordons. 
This situation is actually a serious issue for the transportation of goods from the hinterland to the port.  
 
Finally the 5 year war has also stopped the investments in new roads or to improve the old ones.  
 
These are main reasons among others which have a direct impact to the port figures concerning its export traffic. 
 
Import: 
The main products affected by the political crisis are the flour and the cement. These products have the same 
markets, Liberia and Guinea. However the political and military crisis has obliged the authorities to close the borders 
with these two countries, with also the same problems we face in the export process particularly concerning the 
police cordons. Naturally the orders for these products have dropped and the customers located in these countries 
have founded other suppliers. 
 
Is there any future for San Pedro in the import trade? 
Despite the economical consequences of the political and military crisis the Port Authority have initiated a strategy to 
develop import traffic. The main focus now is rice and fish traffic. A 3200 m2 cold store has been constructed for the 
importation of fish. Contact with import companies has been established and investment have already been realised.  
 
Contact Details 
Port Autonome De San Pedro [PA.SP] 
Headquaters sis Zone Portuaire San Pedro 
B.P. 339/340 San Pedro - RCI 
Main number : Tel : [225] 34 71 72 00 -  Fax : [225] 34 71 72 35 / [225] 34 71 72 15 
Service Marketing: [225] 34 71 72 10  
Email: marketing@sanpedro-portci.com
Website: www.sanpedro-portci.com 
 
San Pedro Airport 

OHADA Members  
Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Cameroon, CAR,  
Chad, Comoros, 
Congo, 
Cote d'Ivoire,  DRC, 
Gabon, Guinea,  
Guinea Bissau, 
Equatorial Guinea, 
Mali, Niger, Senegal 
and Togo. 

Recent feasibility studies have been made for the refitting of San Pedro airport to accommodate larger 
planes.  Private financing is being sought under BOT basis.  [20/06/07 
Ambassade de Cote d’Ivoire] 

DRC >> 
 
DRC To Join OHADA 
DRC is to shortly adhere to the Organisation pour l'Harmonisation du Droit des 
Affaires en Afrique / Organization for the Harmonisation of Business Law in 
Africa [OHADA] [www.ohada.com].  Created in 1993 OHADA is a legal tool 
thought out and designed by and for Africa to serve the purpose of regional 

mailto:marketing@sanpedro-portci.com


integration and economic growth on the Continent.  
  
OHADA provides its Member States with: 

• A single, modern, flexible, and reliable commercial & corporate law, adapted to each country’s 
economy, 

• Arbitration as an appropriate and trustworthy way to settle disputes, 
• An opportunity for training judges and judiciary staff and ensuring their specialization. 

 
 
Matadi Port Update 
The following images highlight the latest stages of rehabilitation works being undertaken at the Quai de 
Venise at Matadi port.  
 

     

GAMBIA >> 
 
Strike Deferred At Banjul Seaport 
Members of the Gambia Dock Workers Union have deferred strike action after mediation with the 
management of the Gambia Ports Authority [GPA].  According to the secretary general of the union, 
Landing Sanyang new GPA employment structures were to come into effect on 01/08/07 whereby the 
NPA wished to terminate union contracts and hire employees directly. A letter had stated that severance 
packages had been worked out and that payments will be made to all dock workers at the end of the 
notice. 
 
The notice provoked dock workers to write an open letter to the GPA management, urging them to 
cancel the move. According to Sanyang the dock workers were not GPA employees thus their services 
could not be terminated by the ports. The Union has given the GPA a 28 day notice to rescind, failing 
which they will embark on a strike. [OTAL Local Agency & FORYAA 06/07/07] 
 
Gambian Government Reduces Tariff By 55%  
The Gambian Government have reduced tariffs on the cost of goods and services by the Gambia Ports 
Authority (GPA). A statement noted the move is in line with the government’s national strategy for 
poverty alleviation and to enhance the conduct of trade and transport making Gambia more competitive 
in the marine transport sector. With immediate effect tariffs will be reduced on landing, handling and 
passenger charges, as well as navigation fees, parking and lighting fees.  
 
The statement also announced a reduction on handling charges on major consumer goods such as rice, 
sugar, cement, flour, tomato paste, cooking oil and all other basic commodities. By the same token, 
storage charges on all items have also been reduced by 55%. "It is expected that this reduction will not 
only add value to the operations of GPA, but will also translate into cheaper and more affordable goods 
and services to the Gambian people and beyond," added the release. [TP 18/07/07] 
 
Dockers Warned 
A press release from the Office of the President has warned against any interference in the Gambia 
Ports Authority's recruitment of dockers or in the provisions of other services at the Port. The full text of 
the report, which identifies GPA as the mandated authority to provide port and other related services is 
reproduced below: 
 
Press Release 
The public is hereby informed that The Gambia Ports Authority (GPA) is a public institution mandated by Law to 
provide port and other related services to The Gambia population and the sub-region. 
 



Therefore, there will be no compromise in the implementation of the functions and responsibilities of GPA because it 
has an obligation to provide these services in the most efficient, effective and sustainable manner. In doing so, GPA 
has the right to employ the required employees for the due execution of its functions as and when necessary 
including dockworkers. 
 
Please note that nobody is obliged to work for GPA as a dockworker but nobody can also prevent the GPA and The 
Gambia Government from implementing the Port and Labour Acts. 
 
Those who do not wish to be employed as dockworkers are free to seek employment elsewhere but they should not 
in any way try to interfere with the process of recruitment of dockworkers by GPA or in the conduct of stevedoring 
services at the Port. Doing so would be against the law and anyone found wanting will be dealt with in accordance 
with the law. 
 
Your cooperation is therefore solicited to ensure that essential services are rendered in the most efficient and 
sustainable manner for the benefit of the entire nation and beyond. 
 
Scanner Out Of Action 
All scanning at the port of Banjul has been suspended until further notice as the scanner is out of order. 
[OTAL Local Agent 12/07/07] 
 
Customs and Excise Merged Into New Gambia Revenue Authority 
The Gambian government is implementing measures to improve tax administration and thereby boost 
revenues through efficiency gains. The establishment of the Gambia Revenue Authority [GRA] has 
merged the previous Central Revenue and Customs and Excise departments under one management 
structure and is designed to achieve synergies in the government’s revenue collection efforts. [OTAL 
Local Agent 12/07/07] 
 
Road Construction In Progress 
Westfield - Sukuta   [Senegal Border] 
Barra  - Amdallaye  [Senegal Border] 
Jobor  - Seleti   [Senegal Border] 
Yelli Tenda - Posteh [ Kerre Ayib] [Senegal Border] 
Bamba Tenda - Sedhiou   [Senegal Border] 
Basse  - Wellingara  [Senegal Border] 

GHANA >> 
 
Nicolas Sarkozy To Visit Ghana 
Nicolas Sarkozy, President of France will arrive in Ghana on 26/07/07 to begin a two-day official visit. 
The visit will be Sarkozy’s second outing to African since assuming office as President of France in May 
this year. He will hold discussions with President Kufuor on peace and stability in the sub-region as well 
as bilateral relations between Ghana and France .  

 

French exports 
In 2005 sales reached 150 millions Euros, a decrease of 18% compared to 2004 [183 millions Euros].  
French exports were mainly in the following sectors: semi-finished products [21%], heavy equipments, especially
for the mining sector [42%], agro-products [25%], consumer goods [7%] vehicles [0,4%]. Ghana ranks as the 99th
client of France. 
Ghanaian exports  
In 2005, Ghanaian exports to France amounted to 124 millions Euros, a decrease of 14.7% compared to 2004.
They were mainly composed of agro-processed products [raw and processed cocoa, fruits, canned fish, timber].
France was the 7th client of Ghana in 2005. 
Trade balance  
In the past, the trade balance was generally in favour of Ghana. For the past two years, France has been getting
a surplus : 37 millions euros in 2004 and 26 millions euros in 2005. 
Trade volume between France and Ghana has been increasing over the years. 
Over the period 1995 - 2005, French sales to Ghana have more than doubled and the Ghanaian exports to
France have been regularly at a steady level of over 100 millions euros. 
French investments in Ghana 
About sixty French companies [of which 20 large ones] are based in Ghana and active in various economic
sectors. In the early months of 2003, two major French investments were finalised in Ghana: in the banking
sector, Société Générale took over SSB Bank and in the agricultural sector Compagnie Fruitière has started fruit
farming [ananas]. These investments represented almost half of the total foreign direct investments recorded in
Ghana in 2003.  The other major companies are dealing in petroleum products (Total), hotel activities (Accor –
Novotel), shipping (Bolloré, SDV, Antrak), goods inspection (Bureau Veritas), water and electricity infrastructures
(Burgeap, Norelec), wholesale/retail (CFAO), agriculture (GREL) and industry (Franpac, l"Air Liquide, Nexans
Kabelmetall)

 
Condoleezza Rice to visit Ghana 



US Secretary of State, Condoleezza Rice, is expected in Accra to attend a regional forum of the 40 sub-
Saharan African countries receiving US trade benefits under the African Growth and Opportunity Act 
[AGOA].  Administration officials say the measure, which lowered US trade barriers to African goods, 
has helped to more than double the annual volume of American trade with the region and create 
thousands of jobs in Africa. This will be Rice's first trip to Ghana. [GHP 07/07/07] 
 
GPHA Tenders Launched 
GHAPOHA has put up notice for a National Competitive Tender for the design, supply and installation of 
the following: 
 

• Fuel infrastructure erection at the Golden Jubilee Terminal 
• Rubber Fenders at Takoradi port 
• Fibreglass roof gutters to transit shed 4 – Takoradi port 
• Overhead crane – Tema port [02/07/07] 

 
Export Certificate Required - Ghana Standards Board [GSB] 
The Ghana Standards Board [GSB] has directed that all exporters with immediate effect will be required 
to acquire an export certificate from the GSB before engaging in export trade. This is to curb the ever 
increasing rejection of Ghanaian exports at ports of entry especially the EU and the USA. The directive 
is also in line with international standards and procedures. [GSB 02/07/07] 
 
The Ghana Standards Board [GSB] 
The GSB is the national statutory body responsible for the management of the nation's quality infrastructure involving 
metrology, standards, testing, quality management and conformity assessment such as certification.  GSB is the 
regulatory authority which controls and approves products within its jurisdiction, exercises the legal right to control the 
use or sale of products and takes enforcement actions to ensure that products marketed within its jurisdiction comply 
with legal requirements. 
The Ghana Standards Board was established by the Standards Decree, NRCD 173, 1973 with the following aims: 
 
• To establish and promulgate standards with the object to ensuring high quality of goods produced in Ghana 

either for the local or export markets.  
• To promote standardisation in industry and commerce.  
• To promote industrial efficiency and development.  
• To promote standards in public health and industrial welfare, health and safety  
 
Accra – Head Office - responsible for Southern & Volta Region 
Off Tetteh-Quarshie-Legon- Madina Road, near Gulf House, Okponglo, Accra / P. O. Box MB 245, Accra  
Tel: [233] - 21 - 500065 / 500066 / 506991- 6 
Fax: [233] - 21 - 500092 / 500231 
Email: gsbdir@ghanastandards.org
Website: www.ghanastandards.org 
Kumasi - responsible for Ashanti and Brong Ahafo Regions 
Tel: [233] - 51 - 25344 
Takoradi - overseeing the Western and Central Regions 
Tel: [233] - 31 - 22136 / 21805 
Koforidua - responsible for the Eastern Region 
P. O. Box 117, Koforidua 
Tel: [233] - 81 - 22786 
Tamale - in charge of the three Northern Regions namely Upper East, Upper West and Northern Regions 
Tel: [233] - 71 - 22372 
 
Customs New Satellite Tracking  
The Customs Excise and Preventive Service [CEPS] has acquired a multi-million dollar satellite tracking 
system to monitor transit goods. The infrastructure is currently being mounted and is expected to be 
operational by end of July. [02/07/07] 
 
GUTA Educated On Import Procedures 
The Ghana Shippers Council [GSC], Ghana Ports and Harbours Authority [GPHA], Ministry of Trade, 
Industry Private Sector Development and President's Special Initiative jointly held an open forum to 
educate members of the Ghana Union of Traders Associations on legitimate processes involved in 
importing goods and services. The programme was also geared towards discussing policy issues that 
affect trade commerce and industry, and to offer an avenue for traders affected by trade policies to air 
their grievances to policy makers. 
 
George Alorsor, senior operations manager of GSC, said the forum provided a platform for importers, 
exporters and traders to interact with the main stakeholders in Ghana"s maritime transport industry. He 
said, the issue of efficiency at the various ports of Ghana in relation to clearance of goods had been of 
concern to shippers over the years including missing containers, excessive charging, undue demurrage 
charges, delay in the processing of ECVR’s and its effect on demurrage and other costs and includes 
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delay in unstuffing of containers. He stressed that the problems could not be laid solely at the doorstep 
of any organisation, neither could any organisation find solutions to them, and called for concerted 
efforts of all the stakeholders to find lasting and meaningful solutions to the challenges. 
 
According to George Alorsor, a number of measures such as the development of capital intensive 
projects like the installation of three ship-to-shore gantry cranes, and four rubber tyred gantry cranes 
had been done to address the challenges confronting the maritime industry. Others include the 
construction of a new container Terminal, a new off-dock container devanning area to accommodate all 
imported containers and vehicles and enhancing the turn round time of vessels to reduce congestion 
and its resultant surcharge on importers by the shipping lines. 
 
The GPHA and the Shippers Council had also introduced measures to facilitate the clearance process, 
such as the use of destination inspection scheme and the use of scanners in the examination of 
containers.  The un-stuffing activities on the quay, ships queuing at anchorage for berths, ships chasing 
few handling equipments and difficulty in the location of containers, truck / container congestion, theft of 
vehicle spare parts, pilfering, damage to goods had been drastically eliminated. Tema Port has also 
been re-fenced and CCTV cameras installed to improve security. 
 
The Shippers Council has also, for two decades been regularly publishing a bi-weekly schedule of 
vessels sailing to and from Ghana’s ports. That he said had assisted shippers to plan their shipments 
appropriately. The council had also established a Shipper Information Centre to provide shippers with 
internet accessibility and business/communication facilities to enhance their competitiveness in the 
international markets. [TS 22/06/07] 
 
Bonaka Inland Port 
The Boankra inland port project is ongoing under the management of GSC, GPHA and the private 
sector to enhance the business environment for shippers operating from northern Ghana.  
 
Non-Traditional Exports Rise 
Trade officials from the Ghana Export Promotion Council are upbeat that non-traditional exports will 
cross the US$1billion mark this year. This stems from excellent performance of the sector last year. non-
traditional exports hit US$893 million in 2006. [02/07/07] 
 
Business Climate Survey 
The Association of Ghana Industries has launched its Business Climate Survey 2007, which will obtain 
information about current business constraints and other vital economic issues directly from the decision 
makers. Views of 300 top business executives will be sampled on various factors and economic 
indicators affecting the growth of enterprises in the country. [GNA 27/06/07]
 
Kampac Wins Ghana Railway Contract 
Dubai-based Kampac Oil ME is the leader of a consortium that has won a contract to design, build, 
operate and transfer an 800km railway line from Ghana’s port of Takoradi to Hamile, in the country’s 
upper west region. The total cost of the project is expected to be in the region of US$1.6 billion. 
According to Ghana’s Harbours, Ports, and Railways Minister, Professor Christopher Ameyaw Akumfi, 
the deal is part of the government’s policy to extend the railway network to northern Ghana. The project 
will involve the rehabilitation of the existing lines from Takoradi to Kumasi and the construction of new 
ones from Takoradi to Hamile. [Khaleej 01/07/07] 
 
Bridge Development Programme 
The Ministry of Transportation has put up a notice for the supply of Modular Steel Bridge Components. 
After identifying 1,200 crossing points for its nation-wide network under its Bridge Development 
Programme. So far about 149 bridges have been installed. [02/07/07] 

LIBERIA >> 
 
Clashes At Monrovia Port 
Liberian National Police clashed with seaport police at Monrovia 
port placing dozens in hospital on 09/07/07. The clash was over 
an investigation of fuel theft. The fighting was quelled by UN 
troops. Calm has returned and normal activities have resumed. 
Meanwhile the Liberian government has set up a Board of Inquiry 
to investigate the violence apportioned the greatest responsibility 
for the violence on the national police and has recommended the 
dismissal of the Inspector-General of Police, Beatrice Munah Sieh. 
[BBC 09/07/07 / APA 17/07/07] 
 



Port Road To Be Rehabilitated 
The Minister of Public Works, Louseni Donzo has disclosed that the freeway from the Freeport of 
Monrovia to the Red Light commercial centre on the outskirts of Monrovia is to be rehabilitated.  Major 
reconstruction of nationwide roads is expected to kick off during the dry season, facilitated by Chico 
Construction a Chinese firm as part of a  World Bank initiative. [TI 28/06/07] 
 
Another Container Saga Hits Freeport 
The National Port Authority [NPA] has again fallen prey to criminals who continue to overlook the 
security operations at the Freeport of Monrovia. According to the National Port Authority officials, on 25 
June 3 containers were broken into.  An immediate investigation was launched. [TI 27/06/07] 

MOROCCO >> 
 
Tangier Port Officially Opens This Month 
Tangier's new port is set to become one of the largest in the world - tranforming the region into a 
competitive hub. Poised on the Gibraltar Strait, with a mere 14km separating the two countries at the 
narrowest point, the city in northern Morocco is at the crossroads between Europe and Africa, and the 
new port of Tanger-Mediterranean [Tanger-Med], scheduled to start operating on 15/07/07, is set to 
become one of the largest in the world.  The aim is to increase Morocco's competitiveness by attracting 
foreign investments and boosting the country's industries: textile and manufacturing. The port's 

container activities will be complemented by a series of free zones, 
which will develop the country's import and export capacity. Also the 
objective is to fuel the development of a real industrial platform for 
Europe, North America and West Africa of which Tanger 
Mediterrannee Special Agency [TMSA] will be the governing body 
overseeing its development. 
 
It comes at a good time. Morocco's trade with the EU is booming: 
exports rose from US$7.1 billion in 2001 to US$11.3 billion in 2006, 
while imports soared from US$11 billion to US$22.4 billion. Trade 
between Africa and Europe is also rising: African exports to the EU 

doubled between 1999 and 2006 to EU$113 billion. The country also signed a free trade agreement with 
the US in January 2006 that is expected to lead to an increase in exports to North America. One in five 
container ships transits through the Mediterranean, so the increase in traffic is likely to be significant. As 
Tanger-Med sits on both the east-west and north-south shipping routes, and represents only a small 
detour for passing ships, it will focus on transhipment where containers are transferred from one ship to 
another for different legs of their journey. 
 
As a deep-sea port, it will comfortably accommodate the latest generation of super container ships. 
Experts forecast that container shipping will reach 60 million TEU by 2030-35 [current capacity stands at 
25-26 million TEU]. Under current plans, the port will have a capacity of 3.5 million TEU by 2010; a 
possible extension could add 5 million TEU, although plans have not been finalised. With a total 
capacity approaching 9 million, Tanger-Med would be among the 15 largest ports in the world.   
 
The first container terminal will be operated by APM Terminals Tangier, part of the AP Moller-Maersk 
Group, and the second by EuroGate Tangier, a consortium comprising leading terminal operator 
Eurogate, Italian shipping line Contship Italia, Moroccan shipping line Comanav, and MSC and CMA 
CGM, two of the world's biggest shipping lines. Maersk, MSC and CMA-CGM alone could fill the port's 
capacity. 
 
Terminal 1 is set to start operating in July this year and is due to reach full capacity by October. 
Terminal 2 will open in 2008 and the hydrocarbon terminal at the end of that year. All terminals will be 
multi-user facilities [although Terminals 1 and 2 are likely to see most of their business come from their 
shareholders] and will reserve part of their capacity for import and export activities. Tanger-Med also 
features a dry bulk and general cargo terminal, and a passenger and a roll-on roll-off terminal for trucks 
and trains, capable of handling 6 million passengers a year. Construction has just started and if all goes 
to plan, it will be ready by summer 2009. 
 
The port and the free zones will employ 150,000 people in the long run.  The Tangiers Free Zone [TFZ]  
is a pioneer of what is set to become a crucial part of Tanger-Med's success. Started in 1999, the TFZ 
was designed to attract foreign investors to Morocco through a comprehensive package of incentives: 
no import tax, no benefit tax for the first five years [8.75% thereafter], no custom duty, business 
conducted in home currency [no exchange rate] and state subsidies for industrial estates in priority 
industries such as automotives, aeronautics and electronics.  There are now 254 companies in the TFZ, 
mostly from southern Europe [although a couple of large Japanese investors use TFZ as their European 
hub that have generated US$330 million worth of investment. 



 
TMSA is now a shareholder of TFZ and is likely to capitalise on this to develop two more industrial free 
zones in the port's hinterland. Tanger-Med will also benefit from a logistics free zone, Medhub: located 
behind the container terminals, it will focus on light, value-added activities and process container goods 
in transit. Third-party logistics companies that specialise in distribution, such as TNT or UPS, will use the 
zone as a distribution platform.  The concept was tried and tested in Dubai with immense success and it 
was a logical step for the parent company Jebel Ali Free Zone [Jafza] to run Medhub. 
 
TMSA was given $200 million by the Hassan II Fund, which promotes socio-economic projects in 
Morocco. The company also received a $100 million grant from the Abu Dhabi Fund, a UAE 
development fund that finances major infrastructure projects with strong social impacts in the Middle 
East, and a further $200 million loan at a subsidised rate. This capital of $500 million paid for the port's 
main infrastructure. 

NIGERIA >> 
 
NPA Gets Task Force on Cargo Clearance 
Following the accumulated cargoes arising from the 4-day nationwide strike by the Nigerian Labour 
Congress [NLC] and Trade Union Congress [TUC], the Nigerian Ports Authority [NPA] has set up a task 
force to fast-track the clearance of goods at the ports. The task force will enforce the smooth movement 
of traffic in and out of the Apapa and Tin can island Ports in line with the Federal Ministry of 
Transportation's desire for the immediate resumption of Port activities. The Authority urges all Terminal 
Operators, Clearing and Shipping Agents, Trailer Operators, Stakeholders and the general public to 
cooperate with the task force to ensure a hitch free exercise. The task force will remain in force until 
operations at the ports returns to its normal state. [DT 26/06/07] 
 
Strike Cost Maritime Sector US$64 Million Per Day 
During a four-day strike called by the Nigerian Labour Congress [NLC], around 50 vessels were left 
stranded during that period as all the nations seaports were closed.  Vessels bringing in cargoes had to 
return to the high sea at an estimated cost of US$10,000 per day. To keep vessels operational the 
owners would have collectively spent US$64 million per day. [VAN 28/06/07] 
 
Nigeria Will Make Export Processing Zones Competitive 
President Umaru Musa Yar'adua has assured the Nigeria Export Processing Zones Authority [NEPZA] 
that his administration would accelerate the passage of a bill to create a competitive atmosphere for the 
companies in the zones. The NEPZA oversees 22 free zones in Nigeria, with a potential for cumulative 
investment of us$100bn if policies were consistent and the companies were given access into the 
Nigerian market. [NF 28/06/07] 
 
LCCI Nigeria Trade Mission 17-21 Sept 2007 
The London Chamber of Commerce and Industry [LCCI] and UK Trade & Investment are proposing a 
trade mission to Nigeria from 17-21 September 2007. The mission offers networking opportunities 
provided by the British High Commission including a reception in Lagos, local press coverage, shared 
intelligence and reduced costs.  For an information pack contact Craig Pym on +44 [0]207 203 2816 or 
e-mail: cpym@londonchamber.co.uk. Deadline for applications is 17/08/07.  [LCCI26/06/07] 
 
NCMDLA Identify Obstacles to Cargo Clearance 
Freight forwarders have identified cumbersome procedures and high cost as major impediments for 
clearance of cargoes at the nation's ports. Other hindrances to clearance procedures at the ports are 
delays in movement of cargoes to off dock and bonded terminals and difficulties in examination of 
cargoes by customs due to lack of plant space; delays in confirming payments at banks and constant 
breakdown of scanners. 
 
The process of obtaining the Risk Assessment Report [RAR] is still very difficult as values are being 
jerked up at will while classification is wrongly applied. The dispute resolution mechanisms are not 
included in the process of the service providers. Such issue take weeks and months to be resolved and 
it's the major component obstructing facilitation as all cases are always referred to banks and service 
providers before the importer or agent will be informed. 
 
Freight forwarders also pointed out that "the core component of the Automated System for Customs 
Data [ASYCUDA], is yet to be used so the process is still being done manually. ASYCUDA ++ is yet to 
be fully automated due to connectivity problems and breakdowns. Meanwhile port access can mean a 
whole day spent tackling red tape before access is granted. [DC 22/06/07]  
 
Customs Steps Up Reforms 
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The Nigeria Customs Service has dropped 12 top officials from its Zone A as part of on-going reforms. 
The Zonal Co-ordinator, Alhaji Adamu Rabiu confirmed that this affected the comptrollers in charge of 
Zone A Ikeja and Tin Can Island II. [DT 19/06/07] 
 
Government Reaffirms Commitment to Transportation Infrastructure 
The permanent secretary overseeing the Transportation Ministry, Nu'uman Barau Danbatta, has 
reaffirmed that the federal government would do its best to rehabilitate and expand all existing 
transportation infrastructures across the country as proclaimed by President Yar'Adua as a priority area. 
[DT 18/06/07] 
 
NRC Launch New Fertilizer Wagons 
Mr David Ndakotsu spokesman for the Nigerian Railway Corporation [NRC] has said the corporation has 
refurbished 300 covered wagons to be used in transporting fertilizers from Lagos to some Northern 
States. Each of the wagons can take 500 tonnes of fertilizer. [DT 29/06/07] 
 
Benin-Ore Road 
The Nigerian House of Representatives have directed President Yar'Adua to order the federal ministry 
of works to commence immediate reconstruction of the Benin-Ore-Lagos Expressway. The state of the 
expressway which links the south west zone with the hinterland has assumed a national scandal. Owing 
to the poor state of the road, a journey which normally should last three hours from Lagos to Benin now 
lasts over seven hours.  Besides calling for its urgent repair, there is also a need to develop alternative 
means of transportation to facilitate easy flow of goods and services across the country. In its resolution, 
the house also directed the inspector general of police to increase security presence on the highway to 
stem surging incidence of robbery by armed bandits. [DC 04/07/07] 
 
Second Niger Bridge to Cost N58.6bn 
The second Niger bridge at Onitsha will cost about N58.6 billion, according to the contractor, Mr 
Dominico Gitto. The 6-lane, 1.8 km bridge is expected to be ready in 3 years. The bridgeis to be built 
under the public-private partnership initiative with the Government providing 20%, Anambra and Delta 
states 10% each,  and the contractor, Gitto Construzione Generali Nigeria Ltd., the balance of  60% 
recouped by tolls. [TD 28/06/07] 
 
Airports Link Road 
Imo and Rivers states have concluded plans to construct a road that would link the Sam Mbakwe Airport 
Owerri with Port Harcourt International Airport, Omagwa. [DC 25/06/07] 

SENEGAL >> 
 
EXIM Bank Extends US$10 Million Credit To Senegal 
Export-Import Bank of India [EXIM] has extended a line of credit of US$10 million to Senegal, under the 
Team-9 initiative which envisages a special cooperation model between India and 8 countries of West 
Africa.  Under the letter of credit to Senegal, Exim Bank would reimburse 100% of contract value to 
Indian exporters upfront, upon the shipment of goods. Effectively, Exim Bank's line of credit offers a risk-
free export financing option to Indian exporters.  Exim Bank has already extended five lines of credit 
amounting to US$78 million to Senegal.  [Indian Times 04/07/07] 
 
China, Senegal To Foster Trade Cooperation 
About 30 Chinese companies accompanying the Chinese vice commerce minister Wei Jianguo, on his 
visit to Senegal, discussed business opportunities with their Senegalese counterparts from the public 
and private sectors at the chamber of commerce in Dakar.  The minister noted with an overall trade 
exchanges of US$179million for 2006, China is Senegal's 4th supplier and the 8th among this West 
African country's main trading partners. [Peoples Daily 13/07/07] 
 
US Diverts Senegal's MCC Project From Diamniadio Free Zone  
Through a mutual agreement, Senegal and the US have cancelled a multi-million dollar investor-friendly 
project in the outskirts of the capital Dakar. The Diamniadio project did not pass the test of the US’s 
Millennium Challenge Corporation [MCC].  
 
Designed on a 2,500 hectare site in Diamniadio {35 km from Dakar], the project is expected to lure 
investors as well as create 45,000 jobs opportunities in Senegal. Senegal is already trying to wind up  
negotiations with a private company in Dubai, Jebel Ali Freezone, for the construction and development 
of a special integrated economic zone in Diamniadio.  
 
It is also observed that the Diamniadio platform is a carbon copy of the Dakar special integrated 
economic zone known as DISEZ. The MCC is mainly devoted to complement the private sector projects 
rather than competing with them.  



 
But this development does not mean Senegal has lost the MCC benefits, which are enjoyed by African 
countries with reputable democracy, human rights and political tolerance. Senegal and the US have now 
agreed to divert the MCA financial support, which was initially meant for the Diamniadio project to the 
Dakar-Diamniadio toll motorway and for other prospects. [Afrol 29/06/07] 
 
Dakar–Bamako Railway To Have Change Of Operator 
Both the Malian and Senegalese governments have decided to cease cooperation with the Canadian 
group Transrail which operated the railway company between Dakar and Bamako. It has been reported 
that VECTURIS a Belgian Group  will now operate this service. 

TOGO >> 
 
China Writes Off US$10Million Of Debt 
China has agreed to cancel US$10 million [10.4 billion FCFA] from Togo’s debt.  The Togolese 
authorities were informed of the move at a meeting between a visiting Chinese delegation and Prime 
Minister Yaovi Agboyibo. The delegation discussed with Togolese President Faure Gnassingbe on how 
to strengthen bilateral cooperation. "We wish to continue to boost trade and friendly relations with Togo 
and further strengthen our cooperation," said Zai Joung, head of the delegation. [APA 05/07/07] 
 
Export Figures 
According to IMF estimate, the 2007 Togo export figures [FOB] will reach an amount of 344 billions 
FCFA compared to 323 billion FCFA in 2006.  
 
RMB  16/07/07 



 
Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM All Africa Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PM PM News 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PRN PR Newswire 
BD Business Day       PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT Reuters 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BLB Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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