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In this months edition!  
Port development and rehabilitation continue this month along the coast of West Africa.  We include details 
on projects covering Porto-Amboim, Angola; Olokola, Nigeria; Harper, Liberia and Tarifa in Morocco. 
 
This month has also seen general unrest and the threat of numerous strikes across the region. We highlight 
those in Sierra Leone [port strike], Cote d’Ivoire [cocoa sector strike], Benin [customs strike], Guinea [national 
strike], Senegal [general strike / unrest over EPA’s].  
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This report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   
 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest transport news affecting 
West Africa.  By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you with up-to the 
minute strategic information. 
 
Disclaimer of liability 
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. No 
responsibility is accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the 
information.  
 
Accordingly OTAL denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered by any 
person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole 
responsibility of the reader. 



 
EUROPE >> 
 
Durkirk Port Expands 
The Dunkirk Chamber of Commerce and Industry announced that it will be building a 6,000 m2 (65,000 sq. 
ft.) logistical building in the Western Port’s logistical zone. [Port of Dunkirk 17/01/08] 
 
PAN AFRICA >> 
 
Japan Eyes US$2.29 Billion Infrastructure Package For Africa 
Japan is likely to announce a US$2.29 billion dollar aid package to improve infrastructure in Africa, where it is 
competing with China for influence.  According to government sources quoted by Kyodo news agency Japan 
will likely announce the deal when it hosts a conference for African leaders in May 2008.  The aid would be 
used to develop resources in countries such as Ghana and Guinea.  [Reuters 08/01/08] 
 
AU Wants Common African Position On EU Trade Deals 
Trade ministers from around Africa will meet in Addis Ababa before the end of February to hammer out a 
common position for the world's poorest continent on new trade deals with Europe. After years of 
negotiations, the EU had hoped to sign far-reaching economic partnership agreements [EPAs] with mainly 
poor former colonies before preferential trade terms expired on 31/12/07, but most failed to reach a full deal. 
Some African leaders have been critical of the proposed agreements, saying they were being strong-armed 
by Europe into signing deals that would be damaging to local economies. But others who were anxious to 
safeguard their exports,  including cocoa and banana growers Ivory Coast, Ghana and Cameroon, broke 
ranks last month and initialled 11th hour interim deals. 
 
The meeting will critically analyse the provisions of the EPAs and adopt a common position before 
comprehensive agreements are signed. Critics of the interim deals say they threaten to blow apart the 
regional integration which the EPAs are meant to promote. Disparities between the interim agreements 
struck with individual countries also weakened the hand of regional blocs trying to negotiate with their 
European partners. Africa must speak out with one voice. Hurrying to do things individually can lead to errors 
which the countries may regret in later years. 
 
The European Union insists that EPAs remain the best replacement for the trade preferences granted to 
nearly 80 former colonies, which have been deemed illegal by the World Trade Organisation [WTO]. A WTO 
waiver on the preferences expired on 31/12/07. 
 
As part of efforts to secure deals with six groups of African, Caribbean and Pacific states, the EU offered last 
year to remove all import tariffs for countries signing EPAs. But many governments, aid groups and unions 
are sceptical about opening up African markets to too much competition. 
 
Hundreds of government-backed protesters marched in Senegal's capital, Dakar, on 07/01/08 against the 
proposed trade deals. The march organisers said similar protests were planned in other West African cities in 
the coming days. [Reuters 08/01/08] 
 
Ecowas Ministers Insist On Beneficial EPAs 
Members of the Ministerial Monitoring Committee [MMC] of the Economic Partnership Agreement [EPA] 
negotiations between West Africa and the EU have reiterated their stand and preference to conclude an EPA 
that would meet the various development objectives of the region. The latest position, contained in a 
declaration adopted at the end of the MMC meeting held recently in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, was taken 
ahead of the expiration of the ultimatum issued by the European Commission ACP countries [31/12/07]. 
 
The MMC also reaffirmed the attachment of all the countries of the region to regional integration and the 
conclusion of an EPA, which is capable of contributing to the economic and social development of the West 
African region. The meeting was convened to review the status of the negotiations and make various new 
recommendations necessitated by the interim agreements initialled by Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana and their 
consequences for the region's negotiation strategy with effect from January 1, 2008 and the road map for 
concluding the negotiations with the European Commission. The MMC urged Côte d'Ivoire and Ghana to 
ensure that the agreements that they initialled with the EU are consistent with the commitments that they 
made under the region's integration process. 
 
In an address to the meeting, the President of the ECOWAS Commission, Dr. Mohamed Ibn Chambas, 
recalled that the EPA negotiations should not only contain a trade component but should also, and more 
importantly, take into account the integration and development dimension of West Africa. He stressed that 
cohesion, unity and solidarity must be maintained in West Africa in order to ensure that a comprehensive 
EPA is concluded that is consistent with the development and integration objectives of the region. 



 
The pre-conditions for signing the EPA were re-emphasised. These include the definition of support 
measures and programmes and their financing by the EU, the formulation of a schedule of market access 
offer as well as the drafting of the text of the agreement. 
 
A new timetable was also formulated for pursuing and concluding the negotiations. The EPA’s, which are 
geared towards ensuring greater access for European products into the huge West African market, has 
generated a lot of heat among negotiating parties, with the EU planning to impose sanctions on those ACP 
countries [including Nigeria] who fail to sign the agreements before the expiration of the current trade 
concessions granted by the World Trade Organisation [WTO]. [TD 01/01/08] 
 
Africa's Rail Revival 
The African rail network is currently attracting levels of investment unmatched at any time since the basic 
network was laid between 1850 and 1920 by European colonial powers in order to facilitate trade and 
resource extraction. While the colonial presence left Africa with a rail infrastructure that would not otherwise 
have existed, the continent nonetheless inherited a system that lacks geographic and physical coordination. 
These shortcomings were greatly accentuated by the widespread disrepair and dereliction into which the 
network descended following independence.  
 
At present, the total rail network, made up of 89,000 km on a continent with a surface area of about 30 million 
km2 gives sub-Saharan Africa a rail system with a mean density of 2.9km per 1,000 km2; one of the lowest in 
the world. Weaknesses in the system include:  
 

• Limited inter-operability. With a few notable exceptions, the network is constructed largely on 
national lines. It invariably links ports to the hinterland and has little regional inter-connectivity, 
which is made worse by rival standard and meter gauge track networks [though with the arrival of 
gauge-adjustable axles, this challenge is no longer insurmountable]. 

• Under-investment. At the same time, historic under-investment in government-owned rail 
infrastructure, both fixed and rolling assets, had led to a wholesale deterioration in rail-service 
efficiency and reliability. By the 1980s, most African railways were in a state of acute crisis with 
declining traffic and revenues, lack of market orientation, gross over-staffing, lack of technical and 
financial discipline and heavy financial losses.  
Prospects of a rail revival began to emerge in the mid-1990s with the first experimental public-
private rail concessions [i.e. public-private partnerships] designed to entice private-sector operators 
back to the rail sector. The concession technique, which had been successfully applied in Latin 
America, showed much early promise. A decade later, Africa's experience with concessioning 
remains limited, although it is now rapidly gathering pace, largely with freight rather than passenger 
services. 
Investor interest in concessioning has also been increased by surging and sustained commodity 
price rises, the global race to acquire and develop the continent's mineral resources, often found in 
remote locations, and a desire by African governments to divest themselves of loss-making 
enterprises. In turn, this has led to a proliferation of schemes to rehabilitate old and construct new 
infrastructure, with varying degrees of success: 
• Concessioning has been implemented either through outright privatization or through a 

strategic equity investment, in which the government sells up to 51% of the concession to a 
private investor and its partners. 

• There is a growing tendency, especially among those countries endowed with substantial 
natural resources, to look to concessionary loans collateralized against resource extraction, as 
favoured by China and India, to boost rail capacity.  

 
One such project launched in the mid-1990s showed the promise of African rail: 
 
Abidjan-Ouagadougou railway: The current wave of railway concessions began in 1994, with a 1,260-km, 
single-track line between Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso. Sitarail, a private-sector consortium led by the 
Bolloré group, which operates a significant freight network in Africa, leased the assets from the two 
governments, which retained responsibility for investment. After a painful reorganization and retrenchment 
program, in which virtually all loss-making passenger services were abandoned, the railway began to turn 
around. [Forbes 11/12/07] 

ANGOLA >> 
 
AGPAOC Port Meeting 
The fourth meeting of Angolan Ports and the Association of Central and West 
African Ports Management (AGPAOC) took place on 11/01/08 in Cabinda. 
Chaired by Sílvio Vinhas, president of Luanda Port Managing Board, the meeting 



will assess recommendations and future development covering Luanda, Cabinda, Soyo, Porto Amboim, 
Namibe and Lobito ports. [APA 11/01/08] 
 
DRC And Angola Plan To Build A Bridge Linking The Two Countries 

The Angolan Ambassador to DRC, Mawete Joao Baptista, announced that the governments of the two 
countries plan to build a bridge over the Congo river linking the Angolan city of Soyo in Cabinda and the 
province of Lower Congo.  [PANA 15/12/07] 
 
Rehabilitation of Porto-Amboim Port 
As reported in our September issue the Transport Ministry’s Public Investment Programme [PIP] has 
included for 2008, the rehabilitation and expansion of Porto-Amboim’s commercial port, Kwanza Sul. The first 
phase of the project will offer mooring for 5 vessels and is hoped to ease crowding at Luanda's harbour. Built 
in 1940, Porto-Amboim's commercial port became completely paralysed in 1997, due to years of 
degradation. It was first rehabilitated in 2000. 

BENIN >> 
 
Customs Strike 
After a general meeting on 07/01/08 by the Beninese trade unions, the Customs 
authority decided to hold a 48hrs strike commencing 08/01/08. The strike was 
launched by the customs officers’ union [SYNAD] and the customs workers’ union 
[SYNTRAD] to protest against the nomination of a retired customs officer, James Sagbo, to head the 
customs department. The unions believe that a retired officer cannot come out of retirement to take up a 
position, deeming the move as “administrative fraud”.  
 
Beninese Economy and Finance minister, Soule Lawani, termed the strike as groundless. Soule explained 
"neither the order pertaining to the customs’ organisation or the Beninese constitution ban a senior officer 
from coming out of retirement." The minister urged the customs officers to cancel their protest action in 
favour of the national economy stating "the 2008 budget, which amounts to one trillion CFA francs, is 
expected to draw over 270 billion CFA francs from the customs office."  
 
Normal operations resumed on 10/01/08.  All activities such as bond/delivery etc were subject to delay.  
[OTAL Agent 01/01/08] 
 

 



• Olokola port will be an integrated multi-purpose deep seaport complex and Free Trade Zone, 
serving also as an oil and gas logistics base and export processing zone.  

• The Atlantic coastal location is 125km from Escravos, midway from the former capital of Lagos, and 
400km west of Onne [Port Harcourt]. 

• It will have capacity for haulage, transhipment, roll on-roll off, as well as bulk cargo 
• The consortium will develop the port and free trade zone, under a Build Own Operate Transfer 

[BOOT] agreement with a 40-year lease 
• Total project cost is US$12bn with US$1bn to be spent on a container terminal  
• The port depth would be 16m, making it the deepest port on the west African coast 
• The OKFTZ would service petroleum, petrochemical and oil and gas industries. About 10,000ha of 

land has reportedly been set aside for the project.  Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation, in 
partnership with Chevron, BG Group and Royal Dutch Shell, are to build the US$9.8bn Olokola LNG 
train and pipeline with the first of four trains ready by 2012. 

• The deep seaport will synchronized with the Ogun Agro Cargo Airport and rail development initiative 
• A US$2.5 billion fertilizer plant is also muted to be built within the zone  
• Toyota Motor Company had also indicated its intention to locate its assembly plant in the zone 

[Various News Reports 21/12/07 - 03/01/08 Lloyds/Reuters/This Day/Leadership] 
 
Government Planning New US$1 Billion Free Trade Zone 
The Minister of Commerce and Industry, Charles C. Ugwuh, was so impressed by his visit to Malaysia’s Port 
Klang Free Trade Zone in September 2007, that the Federal Government has started planning for a similar 
project in Nigeria at a cost of US$1 billion.  The Port Klang integrated free zone model would be ideal for 
Nigeria as it would provide industrial and commercial opportunities and generate enormous growth. [BNBC 
18/12/07] 
 
MV Golden Lucy Bombed In Nigeria 
The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta [MEND] has claimed responsibility for the explosion 
that rocked an oil vessel, MV Golden Lucy on 11/01/08 in the waters off Port Harcourt. However Nigeria’s 
government has disputed rebel assertions. [LL12/01/08] 
 
Construction Works At Apapa Port 
Apapa Terminal has invited contractors to apply to pre-qualify for forthcoming construction contracts.  The 
works are expected to start early 2008 and will comprise of: 
 

• Demolition and site clearance over 20ha  
• Construction of 200,000m2 reinforced concrete heavy duty pavement  
• Installation of combined services network: power, water, IT systems, fire- fighting, lighting ….  
• Relocation of a rail siding  
• Design and construction of buildings: power plant, fuel station, heavy equipment workshop, 2 storey 

administration building, fire station, gate complex  
 
Government Partners World Bank On Transportation 
The Minister of Transportation, Diezani Alison-Madueke has expressed that the Ministry will work with the 
World Bank [WB] over the next few months on a comprehensive transport programme to address many of 
the critical needs that beset the sector. Alison-Madueke concluded a meeting with the Senior Adviser on 
African Transport at the WB, Dr. Anil S. Bandari, where various aspects of infrastructure were discussed. It is 
hoped that the two entities will work together, accessing needed funds in assisting in the rehabilitation and 
maintenance of trunk roads in the country.  
 
Bandari stated the WB was preparing a project which will be approved very soon. He also pointed out that 
the project would form part of a larger programme to rehabilitate all the unity roads that have been prioritized 
by the Federal Government, including very trunk roads like the Lagos - Ibadan, Shagamu - Benin roads that 
link important economic centers in the country. He further said the assistance would be in phases, and would 
include bringing in the private sector to inject more funds into the roads sector. He put an estimated value of 
N240billion to the entire programme. [VAN 20/12/07] 
 
Probe Into Abuse of Import Duty Waivers 
The House of Representatives has launched a probe into alleged abuse of Import Duty Waivers by the 
Obasanjo administration. Revenue running into billions of naira is believed to have been lost to the waivers. 
A committee under the chairmanship of Senator Udo Udoma has been set up to look into the abuses. The 
committee has received petitions detailing how many have been short-changed in the areas of pre-releases, 
temporary importation and by operating bonded warehouses and private jetties. In the same vein, the 
Committee has been called upon to examine the operations of the Export Processing Zones. The committee 
will also look at application of the ECOWAS Common External Tariff [CET], which attracts lower duty rates; 
increase in import prohibition list which results in low imports; and duty exemptions and applications of 



schemes such as ECOWAS Trade Liberalisation Scheme [ETLS] and operations of the Export Processing 
Zones [EPZ]. [VAN 30/12/07] 
 
Ban on Cement Importation Lifted 
President Yar'Adua has lifted the ban on the importation of bagged cement into the country. The annual 
demand for cement is estimated at about 18 million metric tonnes. Local operators can only supply between 
6 and 6.5 million tons of cement leaving the deficit of 11.5 million tons.  [TD 15/01/08] 
 
NSC Compiles List of Practising Freight Forwarders 
The Nigerian Shippers' Council [NSC], in preparation for its inaugural elections of executive members, has 
commenced the compilation of a list of practising freight forwarders in Nigeria. The Council was established 
in April 2007, by former President Obasanjo. Eight people are to be elected by the freight forwarders for the 
first four years, while six people are to be appointed by the minister from the six geo-political zones of the 
country on rotation basis for two years at a time. The council will also include a representative each from the 
Federal Ministry of Transport, Federal Ministry of Finance, Federal Ministry of Education and the Nigeria 
Customs Service. [DT 23/12/07] 
 
NPA Pilots Threaten Mass Resignation 
Pilots of the Nigerian Ports Authority [NPA] have threatened to resign en-mass to press home their demand 
for better working conditions and pay. The threat if actualized could disrupt operations at the ports as no 
vessel will able to berth without a pilot being on board to safely bring in ship through the channels. [DT 
27/12/07] 
 
Import  Ban - Analogue Electronics 
Nigeria’s House of Representatives has placed a ban on the importation of analogue electrical equipment, in 
order to promote the increased use of digital equipment before 2012. [BNBC 18/12/07] 
 
Port Harcourt Trade Fair 
The 3rd Port Harcourt International Trade fair took place on the 12th-23rd December 2007 at Isaac Boro 
Park. The 10-day event whose theme was "private sector reforms, a panacea for accelerated economic 
development," aimed to attract investment to the fragile area. For more information visit the Port Harcourt 
Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines & Agriculture [PHCCIMA] website at www.phccima.com 
 
Piracy - Nimasa, Navy Set Up Joint Committee 
A joint committee has been set up by the management of the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency [NIMASA] and the Nigerian Navy to combat piracy and robbery on the country's territorial waters. 
[DC 21/12/07] 
 
Government to Set Up Marine Institute 
Bayelsa State government, in conjunction with the Brass Local Government area, is to set up an Institute of 
Marine Studies in Brass. The programme is designed to ensure development of the deep riverine areas of 
the state with the input of Teeside Council, UK. [TD 04/01/08] 
 
Row May Stall US$8.3bn Kano-Lagos Rail Project 
It was supposed to be one of the biggest and most significant projects in the country, but the US$8.3 billion 
Kano-Lagos project risks being abandoned following an administrative row on the railway modernisation 
project. The government of Obasanjo, while signing the contract with CCECC, a Chinese company, had 
removed the project from the Ministry of Transport and placed it under a Special Project Unit in the 
Presidency. This development has denied the project any allocation in the 2008 Appropriation Bill in what 
may effectively slow down, if not kill the project. 
 
The Chairman of the House of Representatives Committee, Hon. Ibrahim Mohammed called on the acting 
Permanent Secretary, Rabiu Abubakar, to ensure that the project is returned to the Ministry of Transportation 
in the coming weeks so that funds could be allocated in the 2008 budget. 
 
In March 2007, Obasanjo, awarded US$8.3 billion paying the Chinese firm 3% out of the 13% mobilisation 
fees running to the tune of US$250 million, which he drew from the excess crude account. But no fund was 
allocated to the project in the 2008 appropriation bill. The project is expected to create millions of jobs directly 
and indirectly, as well as facilitate transportation of goods and passengers from the two biggest cities in the 
country.  
 
Lagos Plan Link Bridges for Ikoyi, Central Lagos 
In order to decongest traffic on the Island, Lagos State Government is planning to build two bridges to link 
Central Lagos and Ikoyi. The state governor, Babatunde Fashola, said the government was looking at seven 
points from which two may be chosen to locate the bridges. [DT 17/12/07] 
 
FERMA May Commercialise Highways 



Following the continued deplorable state of Nigerian roads, commercialisation of federal highways by leasing 
them to private investors has been advocated by the Federal Roads Maintenance Agency [FERMA]. The 
idea is being promoted as the government alone can not cater for the construction and maintenance of 
roads. [TD 23/12/07] 
 
Gunmen Kill Saula, NURTW Chief 
The chairman of the Lagos branch of the National Union of Road Transport Workers [NURTW], Alhaji Saka 
Saula was shot dead at his residence. It has also been reported that Saula's deputy, Innocent Onyebuagu, 
was killed under questionable circumstances last month. [VAN 08/01/08] 
 
Port Harcourt Airport Resumes Full Services in 2008 
The Minister of Transportation, Diezani Alison-Maduekwe, announced the Port Harcourt International Airport, 
would commence full operations by the end of the first quarter of 2008. The airport opened on 21/12/07 for 
partial services during daylight hours. The airport has been closed since August 2006. Projects including the 
runway and taxi marking have been completed, whilst two 1000 KVA generators and an additional 500KVA 
have been installed. [Leadership 25/12/07] 
 
Governemnet Approves Expansion of Abuja Airport 
The Federal Government has given approval for the expansion of facilities at the Nnamdi Azikiwe 
International Airport, Abuja, and the improvement of its service capacity to match the increasing volume of air 
traffic operations in the country. [TD 07/01/08] 

SENEGAL >> 
 
Unions Call Off General Strike 
Labour unions have called off a threatened general strike on 09/01/08 after 
reaching agreement with the government that their demands for greater 
purchasing power will be discussed later this month. Labour unions have called for lower prices for basic 
foodstuffs and essential services such as water and electricity, as well as 
lower taxes.  
 
Senegal Protest Over EU Trade Deals 
Thousands of people took to the streets in Senegal's capital Dakar on 
07/01/08 to protest against proposed Economic Partnership Agreements 
[EPAs] with Europe. The rally was backed by Senegal's government 
which says the new agreement will expose local African markets to too 
much foreign competition. [Reuters 08/01/08] 
 
Dakar Port Update 
Dakar Port is still facing congestion due to on-going container terminal extension works. DP World have 
concluded a 6 month agreement with Intercompany Partnership to handle vessels at the Terminal à 
Conterneurs as from 1st Janauary 2008. The Intercompany Parternship is composed of SDV Senegal, 
GETMA Senegal and Maersk Senegal. [Local Agent 13/01/08] 
 
Senegal Targets 5.4% Economic Growth In 2008 
Senegal is targeting a further rise in economic growth to 5.4% in 2008 from 5% in 2007 and 2.1% in 2006. 
Since first coming to power in 2000, President Abdoulaye Wade has sought to turn what was once a 
predominantly agricultural economy into a regional services and trading hub. The government has sought 
private investment for ambitious infrastructure projects including a new international airport, sea ports and 
roads. [Reuters 07/01/08] 

SIERRA LEONE >> 
 
Strike At The Port Of Freetown 
There is currently a strike at the port of Freetown. The strike commenced on 
16/01/08. At the present time no one is allowed onto the quay as the port workers 
are barricading the entrance. [Local Agent 17/01/08] 
 
Sierra Leone Bans Timber Exports  
According to Hassan Mohammed, deputy director of the forestry ministry, Sierra Leone's government has re-
imposed a ban on the exportation of timber after "indiscriminate destruction" by Chinese and other foreign 
businessmen particularly in the northern savannahs. The ban will remain in effect until new forestry 
legislation is put in place to help local communities. Mohammed suggested that the ban on logging in Guinea 
and Ivory Coast has caused many foresters to flood into Sierra Leone. [Reuters/BBC 14/01/08] 
 



UN Extends Sierra Leone Mandate 
The UN Security Council voted to extend its peace-building mission [UNIOSIL] in Sierra Leone for nine 
months to maintain a presence and help prepare for local elections set for June 2008. The council will ask 
UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon for a 20% reduction in staff by 31/03/08 and a termination of the mission 
by 30/09/08. The UN is proposing a largely non-military office to continue the peace-building process, 
generate international donor support and promote national reconciliation and constitutional reform. [UN 
23/12/07] 

DIARY OF EVENTS >> 
 
January 2008 
Jan 17 VIP Roundtable Lunchtime Meeting on Sierra Leone 

With their High Commissioner HE Mr Melvin Chaloba                                  
For details and/or queries, please contact Karen Sussex on info@waba.co.uk  or info@sabf.co.uk   

Jan 22  Omega’s 10th Annual European African Conference 
To be held in Deloitte’s Offices, London EC4 
Contact David Byrne on Tel: +27 (0) 21 689 7881 or Email: davidb@omegainvest.co.za  

Jan 23-27 World Economic Forum 
Davos, Switzerland www.weforum.org

Jan 23 Swiss Shippers’ Council’s Ocean Freight Seminar - Interlaken     
www.swiss-shippers.ch/allemand/3_veran_seminare/2_seefrach seminar.htm 

Jan 24-28  Fashion Paris and Furniture Paris 
Contact promosalonsghana@yahoo.fr  

Jan 24 - 26  
 

All Africa Leather Fair  
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia  
http://www.elia.org.et/

Jan 29-31  Offshore West Africa 2008  
International Conference Centre in Abuja.  
Register online to attend the conference and exhibition www.offshorewestafrica.com

 
February 2008 
Feb 20 [tbc] WABA Security Seminar 

"Business in High Risk Areas - Are you fully prepared?" 
At The Botswana High Commission. 10 am to 5pm  
For details and/or queries, please contact Karen Sussex on info@waba.co.uk  or info@sabf.co.uk   

Feb 20 HAMBURG: Schulung Beauftragte Person See 
www.ahv.de [Kontakt: Regina Krol - krol@ahv.de] 

Feb 26-27  HAMBURG: Basiswissen Schiffstechnik 
www.gl-group.com/glacademy 

Feb 27 [tbc]    WABA - VIP Roundtable Lunchtime Meeting on Ghana                                   
1230–1430 at 2, Vincent Street, London SW1 
This meeting will follow the next WABA/SABF ExBo which will commencing at 11000 hrs. 
For details and/or queries, please contact Karen Sussex on info@waba.co.uk  or info@sabf.co.uk   

Feb 28-29 6th Intermodal Africa 2008   
www.transportevents.com 

 
March 2008 
March 5-6  GDANSK [POLAND]: Baltic Container Conference 

www.actiaconferences.com/www/index.php?pid=172 

March 7-15 5th ECOWAS Trade Fair 
Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso  

March 11-14 SITL Europe 2008 - Paris 
www.salon-sitl.com 

March 12 VIP Roundtable Lunchtime Meeting with Mr Gordon Wetherall, returning British High Commissioner 
in Ghana                                  
1230–1430 at 2, Vincent Street, London SW1    
For details and/or queries, please contact Karen Sussex on info@waba.co.uk  or info@sabf.co.uk   

March 13-15 African Cotton Association 6th Annual Meeting  
Held in Lusaka, Zambia 
Tel: +229 21 33 7644  

mailto:info@waba.co.uk
mailto:info@sabf.co.uk
mailto:davidb@omegainvest.co.za
http://www.weforum.org/
mailto:promosalonsghana@yahoo.fr
http://www.elia.org.et/
http://www.offshorewestafrica.com/
mailto:info@waba.co.uk
mailto:info@sabf.co.uk
mailto:info@waba.co.uk
mailto:info@sabf.co.uk
mailto:info@waba.co.uk
mailto:info@sabf.co.uk


March 18-20 TOC Asia 2008  Shanghai       
www.tocevents-asia.com 

March 29-31  Offshore West Africa Conference & Exhibition  
Venue: International Conference Centre, Abuja, Nigeria  
Contact: Jane Bailey +44 [0]1992 656 651  
Web: http://www.offshorewestafrica.com/ 

 
April 2008 
April 2-5 29th International Cotton Conference Bremen 

Bremen Cotton Exchange Bi-annual Conference 
Contact: Elke Hortmeyer 
Tel: +49 +421 339 700   Fax: +49 +421 339 7033 
E-mail: info@baumwollboerse.de  Web: http://www.baumwollboerse.de

April 10-11 5th Africa Petroleum Forum 
Jumeirah Carlton Tower Hotel, London 
Organised by Global Pacific & Partners   Contact babette@glopac.com or Amanda@glopac.com  

April 16 Containerschiffe Technische und Betriebliche Aspekte  Hamburg 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

April 16-18 See-Hafen-Kongress: Maritime Kontakte aus der Chemie-, Pharma- und Logistikbranche   
Hamburg, Germany 
www.see-hafen-kongress.de 

April 20 - 25 12th session of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 
Accra, Ghana 
http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Meeting.asp?intItemID=1942&lang=1&m=13044&year=2008&month=4 

April 22-24  Multimodal 2008 - Birmingham    
www.multimodal.org.uk 

April 24 Basiswissen Schiffahrt für Banken Hamburg 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

Apr 28-30  
 

Europe Africa Business Summit  
Hamburg, Germany  
http://www.europeafricabusinesssummit.org/index.htm  

 
May 2008 
May 19-21 1st  Ship -Port-Interface Conference ISPIC 2008: The Human Element 

Bremen, Germany 
 www.ispic.org 

May 20-22 RORO 2008 Gothenburg 
www.roroex.com 

May 20-24 International Academy of African Business and Development 2008 Conference 
Gainesville, FL 
http://conferences.dce.ufl.edu/iaabd/  

May 28 -31  
 

Tokyo International Conference on African Development [TICAD] 
Tokyo, Japan 
http://www.undp.org/ticad2/  

May 29 Anlaufen von US-Häfen / Anforderungen an Reedereien  
Hamburg, Germany 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

 
June 2008 
June 10 Oslo Shipping Forum  

www.nhstevents.com/events/ 

June 11 - 16 US-Africa Business Conference 
Worchester, MA 
http://www.wpi.edu/News/Conf/NEABC/

June 24-25 European Shortsea Congress  
Dublin 
www.navigatepr.com/conferences.htm 
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Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM All Africa Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PM PM News 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PRN PR Newswire 
BD Business Day       PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT Reuters 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BLB Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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