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In this months edition!  
This month we track a number of railway projects that are being implemented across West Africa.  This 
includes a US$1.6 billion contract signed by a consortium led by Dubai-based Kampac Oil Company and the 
Ghana Railway Corporation for a railway project in western Ghana. In Guinea Bissau, Libya Africa 
Investments Portfolio [LAP], is expected to build a railway in Buba linking the country with Mali and 
eventually Burkina Faso. Sudan's Danfodio Holding and China's Transtech Engineering have signed an 
agreement to build a 460 million euro railway linking Mauritania's capital Nouakchott. 
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This report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   
 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest transport news affecting 
West Africa.  By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you with up-to the 
minute strategic information. 
   
 
Disclaimer of liability 
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. No 
responsibility is accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the 
information.  
 



Accordingly OTAL denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered by any 
person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole 
responsibility of the reader. 



 
EUROPE >> 
 
Antwerp Port Introduces Electronic Access Passes  
Please note as from 20/08/07, access to the Churchill Terminal quay 408/420 will be checked electronically. 
Truck drivers will have to present their personal ALPHA Pass to be allowed entrance to the terminal to 
deliver/pick up their containers. Drivers who do not have an ALPHA pass will have to buy a Visitor Access 
Pass at the security office at the gate.  

• The Visitor Pass costs 5 Euro and is valid for one visit  
• As from 01/01/08 the price will increase to 10 Euro 

 
Portugal: Challenging Agenda For Atlantic Gateway 
Portugal is to relaunch the ‘Lisbon Agenda’. This includes a new €3.1bn Lisbon Airport and an €8.2bn high-
speed rail system linking Lisbon and Porto with Madrid. Ports and their road and rail links are also set to 
benefit, with logistics platforms among the buzzwords in government and industry.  Making the ports more 
competitive through greater use of terminal concessions and labour reforms is also seen as key to helping 
promote Portugal as the Atlantic gateway to European markets.  
 
Lisbon maintains its position as the biggest container port in Portugal, but it faces a challenge of holding on 
to its top spot. The total teu was down a fraction at 512,501, but kept the Portuguese capital ahead of 
second-placed Leixões with 378,000 teu and third-ranked Sines with 122,000 teu. While Leixões enjoyed a 
7.5% rise, the box total at Sines rocketed by 139% - the latter a foretaste perhaps of what is to come as the 
terminal operated by PSA of Singapore begins to accelerate. 
 
The 0.1% decline over 2005 reflected a 1.8% fall in overall traffic at Lisbon to 12.2m tonnes, with a big fall in 
liquid fuel imports which were down by 32.5% as overall liquid imports fell 17%.  In overall cargo, Lisbon is 
third with an 18.8% share behind Leixões [21.7%] and Sines [41%], while Setúbal has only 9.6% but 92.5% 
of ro-ro cargoes. The Lisbon port administration also saw a significant fall in transhipment traffic, down by 
8.8%, while a rise in liquid bulk exports was attributed to the start-up of biodiesel fuel shipments from the 
Petrogal terminal. 
 
At the Alcantara container terminal, operated by concessionaire Liscont, throughput last year was flat at 
about 240,000 teu but traffic picked up in the first quarter of this year. If the trend continues, the rise of 5%-
6% could result in an annual increase of 10%. In the past couple of years, the terminal has had to cope with 
first the loss in 2004 of MSC to the new terminal at Sines and in 2005 the merger of AP Moller-Maersk and 
P&O Nedlloyd which meant two customers became one. The terminal has been recently re-equipped with 
additional rubber-tyred gantry cranes and its capacity expanded by extending the quay. Further investment is 
expected from new owner Mota-Engil, which acquired Liscont’s parent Tertir last October. [LL 20/07/07] 
 
Imo Embarks On Reduction Process 
The Marine Environment Protection Committee [MEPC] of the International Maritime Organization [IMO] 
made progress at its 56th session recently in London. Among a series of important decisions, it agreed to 
commission a study into the impact of proposed measures to reduce carbon emissions and air pollution from 
ships as well progress the ships' fuel sulphur monitoring programme. The Committee also further developed 
the proposed Ship Recycling Convention, discussed issues relating to the implementation of the 2004 Ballast 
Water Management Convention and adopted a number of amendments to the MARPOL Convention. 
[27/07/07] 
 
Bourbon Set To Offload Towage Arm To Boluda 
France’s Bourbon shipping group has agreed to sell its port towage business to Spain’s Boluda group.  The 
transaction concerns only the Les Abeilles port towage business and not the deepsea salvage and rescue 
subsidiary, Les Abeilles International. Bourbon’s port towage business is sited principally in France as well as 
in French overseas territories and West Africa. [LL 20/07/07] 
 
PAN AFRICA >> 
 
Europe Not Pushing Countries Into Signing Trade Agreements 
African countries are no longer to be forced by the EU to finalise a trade deal before the end of the 2007 
deadline. The Cotonou Agreement signed in June 2000 between 15 EU states and 79 African, Caribbean 
and Pacific states [ACP] allow ACP countries non-reciprocal market access to EU member states at 
preferential tariffs. It also meant ACP countries did not have to give EU products market access in return. 
However the EU has obtained a waiver from the World Trade Organisation until December 2007 for its deals 
with the ACP block.  This will change from January 1, 2008 because the EU now wants access for the goods 
and services offered by its member states to ACP countries. [01/08/07] 
 



Regional Report On Road Corruption Maps Bribes And Delays  
Mali beat out Burkina Faso, Ghana, and Togo for the dubious distinction of taking the most bribes and having 
the most frequent checkpoints on interstate roads, according to the Report on the First Results of the 
Improved Road-Transport Governance [IRTG] Initiative on Interstate Highways published in July by UEMOA 
[Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest-Africaine], ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African States] 
and the West Africa Trade Hub.  
 
From October 2006 to May 2007, trained truckers with good vehicles and proper paperwork collected data on 
bribes and delays due to road barriers between Ouagadougou [Burkina Faso] and Tema [Ghana], Lomé 
[Togo] and Bamako [Mali]. At the end of their journeys, IRTG agents collected the data forms, threw out any 
with errors, and entered the good data into a regional database, regularly hitting the road to check on the 
validity of findings. What they found confirmed the hypothesis that corruption is slowing down and increasing 
the price of transport in West Africa, thus impeding commerce.  
 
In Mali, uniformed officials stop commercial trucks four to five times every 100km, extracting the equivalent of 
US$25 per 100km, rendering the Ouagadougou–Bamako corridor the slowest and most expensive of the 
three corridors studied.  
 
A transporter recently denounced the treatment inflicted on Togolese drivers in Burkina Faso and Mali in Les 
Echos, a Malian newspaper. “It is necessary to pay 300,000 FCFA [US$600] per truck for the trip from Lomé 
to Bamako, and vice versa,” said Mr. Otonki. “We spend about 35,000 FCFA [US$70] in Togo, but the 
majority we have to pay in Burkina Faso and Mali.”  In fact, Togo’s portion of the corridor was the least 
corrupt, stopping trucks only one or two times and extracting US$3 per 100 km, making the Lomé – 
Ouagadougou corridor the most favorable for the trucks.  But this route, 1,020 km long, still includes 18 
check points, a number considered too high for many in the transportation sector.  
 
“No one is opposed to control the roads: you can’t say that 40 checkpoints per vehicle on one corridor is 
normal,” said Augustin Karanga, transportation economist for UEMOA, as reported in Les Echos on July 10 
of this year. “This isn’t control; it’s corruption.” 
 
International cooperation 
Over 150 transportation stakeholders from ten West African countries, including governmental transportation 
offices, police, military police, customs agencies, water and forestry agencies, chambers of commerce and 
industry, transportation unions, private sector businesses, development partners, civil society, and the media, 
joined members of regional organizations to hear the first IRTG results at UEMOA headquarters in 
Ouagadougou on July 5-6.  
 
Concerned that bribes and delays on interstate routes are slowing development in West Africa, conference 
participants urged governments to stamp out corruption and insisted on the establishment of a permanent 
working group for transportation stakeholders to continue IRTG activities. Participants hailed from Benin, 
Burkina, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, and Togo. 
 
Data collection and analysis will continue on the three priority corridors and will be published in quarterly 
reports. UEMOA and ECOWAS have asked that, from 2008, IRTG should begin collecting data on the 
Cotonou [Benin] – Niamey [Niger] corridor.  
 
IRTG [known as OPA in French—Observation des Pratiques Anormales] was established as a cooperative 
initiative between UEMOA and ECOWAS, financed by USAID through WATH and World Bank’s Sub-
Saharan African Transport Program. WATH provides technical support. Recently, WATH published guides to 
documents required for interstate travel in Burkina Faso and Ghana. Guides for Mali and Togo are due out 
soon. [This article originally appeared in the WATH Factor, a monthly newsletter published by the West 
Africa Trade Hub, a USAID-funded project promoting export development and trade facilitation. 
www.watradehub.com] 
 

REPORT ON THE FIRST RESULTS OF THE IMPROVED ROAD-TRANSPORT GOVERNANCE [IRTG] INITIATIVE 
ON INTERSTATE HIGHWAYS 

Introduction 
Everybody knows that trucks are stopped on West African roads for bribes. However, less well known are details of the 
number of roadblocks on a given corridor, corridors with the highest number of barriers, total bribes paid and length of 
delays at those roadblocks, and who is responsible.  
  
For several years, the Economic Community of West African States [ECOWAS] and the Union Economique et  Monétaire 
Ouest-Africaine [UEMOA] have sought to quantify the situation without significant success. Now, however, ECOWAS and 
UEMOA have jointly set up the Improved Road-Transport Governance [IRTG] initiative on interstate roads, with the 
financial support of the US Agency for International Development [USAID] through its West Africa Trade Hub/Accra 
[WATH/A], and of the Sub-Saharan African Transport Program financed principally by the World Bank. Together, the two 
organizations have defined the problem through a concept paper, developed a methodological approach and started work. 

www.watradehub.com


for the rehabilitation and extension of the Western Rail Line and Atlantic Companies Inc. will construct, 
supervise and operate the suburban Railway System in the metropolitan areas of the country. 
 
Furthermore, the minister mentioned that the Authority would through effective flag and port state security 
programmes ensure compliance with the provisions of the Ghana Maritime Security Act [GMSA] and 
establish Automated Identification System [AIS] as well as other electronic surveillance system over the 
Ghanaian coastline to monitor shipping activities and also check acts of piracy and other illegal acts in the 
territorial waters. 
 
He reiterated that the GMA has initiated a number of legislations to give effect to the GMA act, 2002 [Act 
630] and the Ghana shipping act, 2003 [Act 645], the Marine Pollution Bill, the Draft Regulations on Volta 
Lake and a comprehensive draft regulation for the implementation of the Ghana Shipping Act 2003 [Act 645]. 
[GC 01/08/07] 
 
Kampac Wins $1.6b Railway Deal In Ghana 
A consortium led by Dubai-based Kampac Oil Company has signed a US$1.6 billion contract with the Ghana 
Railway Corporation for a railway project in western Ghana. The 35-year contract involves the construction of 
800km of new railway line and the rehabilitation of 400km of existing line on a BOT basis. The construction of 
the new line between Takoradi and Hamile in the Upper West Region will begin in December.   
 
The new standard gauge line will start from Takoradi and run via Manso, Tarkwa, Huni Valley, Dunkwa, 
Awaso, Nyinahim, Sunyani, Techiman, Bole, and Sawla, Wa to Hamile. The project seeks to strengthen 
Ghana's freight corridor while stemming the railway network's traffic problems and revenue losses.  The 
project also envisages rehabilitating and maintaining the existing Western Line.  
 
Part of the project is the opening of an inland port at Boankra Kumasi aimed at reducing customs clearance 
pressure at the Tema and Takoradi ports by redirecting freight inland, thus increasing rail traffic and revenue.  
The financing of the project was done through the assignment of $2 billion worth of mineral and mining rights 
to the consortium on an exclusive basis.  Kampac plans to raise $2 billion to $4 billion by monetising a 
portion of the mineral property assets. [Menafn 05/08/07] 
 
New Satellite Tracking System to Monitor Transit Operations  
A new satellite transit tracking system to monitor transit operations has been developed by the Ghana 
Customs and Preventive Service [CEPS] as part of its service modernization and reform programme.  The 
system is effective from 01/08/07. 
 

• Each transit vehicle will be required to attach a tracking unit of the roof  
• CEPS transit escorts will be disengaged from accompanying vehicles [the rate was GH¢ 30 [new 

cedis] US$28]  
• Clearing Agents will be required to pay an administrative fee of GH¢ 50 [US$ 46.5] per vehicle  

 
CEPS Notice - Start of Satellite Transit Tracking Operations 

 
The Ghana Customs and Excise Preventive Service [CEPS] has deployed a Satellite Tracking System to monitor transit 
operations in the country. Accordingly Satellite Tracking Units [STUs] will be attached to transit vehicles to help monitor 
their movement along the approved transit routes. 
 
Each transit vehicle will be required to attach a tracking unit to its roof using a magnetic mountings and a wire security 
strop. Vehicles without a normal horizontal metal roof will be required to have a horizontally welded metal plate of at least 
25cm x 25cm to the top of the vehicles.  
  
Transitors are to note that the attachment of the STU will be a pre-requisite for the vehicle to embark upon a transit journey 
through Ghana. 
 
With the operation of the Satellite Tracking System, CEPS Transit Escorts will be disengaged from accompanying vehicles 
on their journeys. Transitors will be required to pay an Administrative Fee of GH¢ 50.00 per vehicle for the facility.  
  
Any breach of the directives will constitute an offence and will be punishable under Customs Laws. These arrangements 
shall take effect from August 1, 2007.  
  
All transit operators are to take note and comply accordingly. 

COMMISIONER 
 
Tomato Paste Imports To Be Banned 
Following unfair trade practices associated with the importation of tomato paste and concentrate into the 
country, the government has moved to temporarily ban the importation of the products into the country, with 
effect from November 1, 2007. Consequently, it has directed all importers of the products to note the grace 
period, saying "it is meant to provide sufficient delivery time to ensure customs clearance of all pipeline 
imports of tomato paste and concentrate". 



 
The notice comes barely a week after a report on the negative effects that under-invoicing of tomato paste 
and concentrate into the country was having on the economy and local producers of such products.  
 
The unfair trade situation in the industry has forced the only local tomato processing company in the country, 
Trusty Foods Limited, an Italian investment, which buys its raw material from the resuscitated Pwalugu 
Tomato Factory, now Northern Star Factory, to threaten a drastic cut down on its demand from the factory.'  
 
It is anticipated that should the threat be carried out, the numerous farmers in the northern part of the country 
who depend on the factory as their largest market will lose out, while the huge investment by the government 
to revive the factory will also go to ,waste.  
 
"Importers are advised to comply strictly with the notice," the Trade Ministry's notice warned, adding that "this 
directive is intended to curtail unfair trade practices associated with the importation of tomato paste and 
concentrate".  
 
Sources at the ministry said that apart from the problem of under-invoicing associated with the importation of 
tomato paste and concentrate, there were fears that starch dominated what had been canned as tomato 
paste. [The Graphic] 
 

Ministry of Trade, Industry, Private Sector Development & PSI 
Notice To Importers Of Tomato Paste And Concentrate 

 
The Ministry of Trade, Industry, Private Sector Development and President's Special Initiatives, announces for the 
information of Importers and the General Public, that the importation of Tomato Paste and Concentrate is temporarily 
banned with effect from 1st November 2007. 
 
All importers of Tomato Paste and Concentrate are to note that a grace period of up to the 1st November 2007, has been 
given which is meant to provide sufficient delivery time to ensure customs clearance of all pipeline imports of Tomato 
Paste and Concentrate. 
 
Any Importer that imports Tomato Paste and Concentrate contrary to this Notice, commits an offence and shall have such 
imports confiscated. 
 
This directive is intended to curtail unfair trade practices associated with the importation of Tomato Paste and Concentrate. 

Issued by the Communications and Public Affairs Directorate 
 
Port Reception Facility - Takoradi Port 
The Ghana Port Authority is required to ensure availability of adequate Port Reception Facilities [PRF] to 
meet the needs of ships calling at Takoradi port. This is to fulfil the Ghana Government’s obligation under the 
International convention for Pollution from ships [MARPOL 73/78].   The GPHA has signed a concession with 
Zeal Environmental Technologies Ltd [ZET] to provide facilities for PRF in respect of oil waste and garbage.  
For full tariff details please view our website at: 
http://www.otal.com/images/OTAL%20Services/GPHA%20reception%20facility.pdf 
 
6th AGOA Forum in Ghana 
A veritable who’s who of trade experts, including more than a thousand government officials, civil society 
representatives, commercial agents, and private sector representatives from the US and at least 34 African 
countries, converged on Accra, Ghana in July to discuss ways to expand Africa’s exports and facilitate its 
regional and global commerce. The sixth annual AGOA Forum, a yearly conference on US-African trade, 
drew dignitaries who announced new initiatives and made public commitments to the US African Growth and 
Opportunities Act, which waives duties and quotas on thousands of African products. But the law was also 
being put into action on the sidelines, as entrepreneurs showed off their products and factories to overseas 
buyers and asked for help in overcoming bureaucratic obstacles.  
 
US Trade Representative Susan Schwab stated “It is vitally important that Sub-Saharan African countries 
become better able to export more of their agricultural products. Just as important, they must be able to 
export value-added processed and manufactured products to the rest of the world.”  
 
In the keynote address, Ghana’s President, John Agyekum Kufour, asked for AGOA, which expires in 2015, 
to be extended another five years. “What is required now is for Africa to develop capacities in terms of 
human resource with cutting-edge skills and competencies,” he said. 
    
Panel discussions centered on Africa’s growth industries, including manufactured apparel – the third biggest 
AGOA export after oil and gems – agribusiness, home décor, diversified manufacturing as well as cross-
cutting themes, like access to finance, market development, production and quality standards.  [This article 
originally appeared in the WATH Factor, a monthly newsletter published by the West Africa Trade Hub, a 
USAID-funded project promoting export development and trade facilitation. www.watradehub.com] 

www.watradehub.com


 
Ghana Standards Board Is 40 
The Ghana Standards Board [GSA] held its 40th anniversary under the theme: 'Setting the Pace for 
Standards and Quality'. Deputy Minister for Trade, Industry, Private Sector Development and President's 
Special Initiative, Gifty Ohene-Konadu, explained that ensuring product and service specifications 
underpinned international trade and that enabled trillions of dollars of goods to flow across borders. [GNA 
11/08/07] 
 
Regional Maritime Academy To Become University 
The Regional Maritime Academy [RMA] will from January 2008 assume a university status under the name; 
the Regional Maritime University. The sub-regional maritime educational institution comprising Ghana, Sierra 
Leone, The Gambia, Cameroon and Liberia is already an affiliate of the World Maritime University in Malmo, 
Sweden and the University of Ghana, Legon.  [GNA 24/07/07] 
 
Volta Lake Transport Company Ltd On The Verge of Collapse 
The Volta Lake Transport Company Ltd [VLTC], responsible for inland water transportation on the Volta 
Lake, is on the verge of collapse. Over aged vessels and equipment are in need of rehabilitation but the 
company does not have the finances. 
 
The Minister for Harbour, Ports and Railways, Prof. C. Ameyaw Akumfi pointed out that the Ministry, in 
collaboration with other stakeholder institutions, have made concerted efforts towards revitalizing the 
company. The Ministry budgeted over ¢70 billion for the general rehabilitation and overhauling of engines of 
ferry craft operating at Adawso, Yeji and Dambai ferry stations. Under the Millennium Challenge Account, the 
Minister also hinted that government had secured a US$5.3 million for the acquisition of a new ferry craft for 
Adawso ferry station in the Afram plains making the necessary arrangement to access funds for the project 
to take off. [GC 07/08/07] 

GUINEA BISSAU >> 
 
Libya On Verge Of Investing In Guinea-Bissau Railways  
Libya has around US$4 billion available to invest in railway and mining projects in Guinea-Bissau. The funds 
have been mobilized by the Libya Africa Investments Portfolio [LAP] and will fund bauxite mining ventures in 
the eastern region of Boe, and to build a railway linking Guinea with Mali and eventually Burkina Faso, as 
well as a port in the southern region of Buba. Tripoli’s funds could also be used to create a Free Zone in 
Buba, close to the border with Guinea-Conakry. [Macauhub 31/07/07] 

LIBERIA >> 
 
Liberia Receives a Grant for Infrastructure Development: Monrovia Port  
The World Bank has approved an International Development Association [IDA] grant of US$37 million to 
support the Government of Liberia’s efforts in re-establishing basic infrastructure and reviving agricultural 
activities. The ‘Agriculture and Infrastructure Development Project’ will support the Government with a 
management contract for operation of the Port of Monrovia and complementary advisory services to 
undertake a reform of the port sector.  It will also fund technical assistance to other entities of the 
Government responsible for transport and infrastructure.   
 
The project will also fund the reconstruction of the oil jetty in the Port of Monrovia, the rehabilitation and 
construction of several major bridges on principal road corridors, including the collapsed Vai City Bridge in 
Monrovia, and on a number of smaller river crossings nationwide. Funds will also be made available for 
maintenance of roads currently under emergency repairs. [WB 31/07/07] 
 
Official Notice On Vessel Reception & Cargo Operation - Monrovia Port Authority 

National Port Authority - Freeport of Monrovia 
Memorandum -11/08/07 

The management of the national port authority has taken cognizance of the deplorable condition of essential port 
infrastructures and is taking the appropriate steps to reinstate the facilities to desirable levels and thereby boost 
performance.  In this connection, the following procedures shall be adhered to as regards vessel reception and cargo 
operation: 
A.   The Marginal Wharf [Main Pier] 
• In order to reduce the risk of calamities, all unsafe areas on the marginal quay have been properly marked and 

demarcated using heavy duty tires painted green and white.  All moving equipment in the port are to take note and 
operate accordingly. 

• The structural condition of the marginal wharf has deteriorated significantly due to lack of maintenance since its 
commissioning in 1948 and worsened by the 14 years of civil crisis. While the repairs and/or the replacement of the 
wharf is being planned, the following procedures shall strictly be followed during cargo operation: 

1. During container operation from ship to stacking area and visa versa container trailers shall be deployed according to 
the number of hooks in use. 



2. For the discharge of general cargo, especially rice, trucks shall be allowed on the pier also only as the number of 
hooks declared.  Trucks that are not deployed shall stay 40feet away from the main quay. 

3. No unnecessary heavy lift shall be placed on the quay unless in such case that said heavy lift is essential to the on-
going vessel and/or cargo operation and such case must be brought to the attention of the Port/Operations Manager 
before discharge. 

4. Empty containers awaiting evacuation shall be stacked per agency and 10 feet away from the quay. 
B.    Noting that releasing of cargo to consignees constitutes an important requirement for the over-all  
       effective port performance, the following shall be strictly followed: 
1. Reefer containers and all other containers conveying perishable cargo, shall be given priority in the loading park.  

Said containers shall be loaded and allowed to leave port up to 5.45pm daily Monday thru Saturday and Sunday 
when authorized by the Port Manager. 

2. All non risk containers as shall be determined by the Bureau of Customs Freeport Collectorate shall also be allowed 
to leave the port up to 5.00pm daily. 

3. All other containers which shall require customs escort shall leave the port not later than 4.00pm daily.  All risk and 
non-risk containers shall be distinguished from time to time by the Bureau of Customs. 

4. All general cargoes [rice, vehicles and assorted commodities] shall be allowed to leave the port daily up to 5.00pm. 
5. All trucks and container carriers directly conveying frozen products from reefer vessels shall be alloed to exit not later 

than 6.00pm during operation. 
Any violation of the above Standard Operating Procedures [SOP} will expose the doer to the Port regulations being 
invoked against 
Meanwhile all port users are to strictly adhere to Access Control Procedures as well as other security measures instituted 
to ensure a safe environment.  These operational procedures shall be adjusted and improved upon consistent with 
changing realities.  

From: Othello Tarbah - Acting Operations Manager 
 
President Puts National Police Boss On Probation Port Clashes 
President Sirleaf has placed Police Inspector General, Madam Beatrice Munah Sieh on a three-month 
probation, in relation with the 9 July violent clash between the national police and the seaport police at the 
Monrovia Port. The President overturned the Boima Fahnbulleh Committee recommendation, set up to 
investigate the matter, to dismiss the police inspector general for “professional misconduct”.  In her six-count 
decision following the thorough study of the Fahnbulleh report, the Liberian leader directed that the Port 
Authority and the police to investigate the level of injury sustained and property damaged during the incident 
for “an appropriate level of compensation”.  [APA 10/08/07] 
 
Public Works: Road Construction 
Road construction and rehabilitation is expected to begin in Monrovia and parts of rural Liberia during the  
dry season. Most of the road networks have been in deplorable condition following the 14-year devastating 
civil war. The entities responsible are the Ministry of Public Works [MPW] and the China Henan International 
Corporation Group of Companies Limited [CHICO]. CHICO is a World Bank sponsored project with a strong 
team of consultants. [TI 03/07/08] 

MAURITANIA >> 
 
Sudan, China To Build $630 Million Mauritania Railway 
Sudan's Danfodio Holding and China's Transtech Engineering have signed an agreement to build a 460 
million euro railway linking Mauritania's capital Nouakchott with southern phosphate deposits at Bofal. The 
deal for the 430-km [290 mile] line, which will run close to the Islamic Republic's southern frontier with 
Senegal, was signed on 03/08/07 with private Mauritanian investors and Transport Minister Ahmed Ould 
Mohameden. The Mauritanian government hopes the line will link Mauritania to an existing West African rail 
network covering Senegal, Mali and Burkina Faso. [Reuters 05/08/07] 
 
Mauritania Expects 6.2% Growth Rate In 2007 
Mauritania is expected to achieve 6.2% growth rate at the end of 2007, corresponding to a rise of 2.1% 
compared to last year, according to the minister of Finance and Economy, Abderahmane Ould Hama Vezaz. 
The inflation rate is likely to remain high around 7%.  [Pana 06/08/07]  
 
ECOWAS, Mauritania To Strengthen Economic Partnership 
The ECOWAS Commission has opened discussions with Mauritania on the Economic Partnership 
Agreement (EPA) with the EU and the ways of strengthening economic relations. A high-powered delegation 
led by the Commission’s President, Dr Mohammed Ibn Chambas, recently returned from Nouakchott after a 
3-day working visit.  
 
Mauritania withdrew from ECOWAS in 1989 under former president Maaouya Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya. [APA 
18/08/07] 



Pictured: Nouadhibou  

MOROCCO >> 
 
Kalmar's Tangier Order 
Tangier Medgate – a joint venture formed by Eurogate, Contship Italia, MSC, CMA CGM and COMANAV – 
has ordered 11 E-One rubber-tyred gantry [RTG] cranes from Kalmar. The 7+1 wide and 1-over-5 high units, 
outfitted with Bromma twinlift spreaders and Kalmar’s autosteering and container position verification system, 
Smartrail, will be delivered by May 2008.  
 

Kalmar Industries 
Kalmar Sverige Försäljning Box 
700 [Rissneleden 16] 
Sundbyberg SE-174 27  
Sweden 
Tel: [+46] 8-445 38 00 
Fax: [+46] 8-445 38 01 

The RTGs are destined for the Tangier Medgate Terminal at the brand new Tangier Mediterranean Port - 
located at the crossroads of the major East-West and North-South 
container shipping routes. Morocco’s greenfield port and intermodal site 
will offer world class services and state-of-the-art facilities when it opens 
in July 2008.  
 
Tangier Mediterranean Port, a project which began in 2002 and cost 
more than US$2bn to build, features an oil storage facility, a grain 
terminal, a passenger port and a container terminal with a capacity of 
three million containers. The government plans to spend up to US$18bn to improve the area’s infrastructure, 
putting it in a position to take advantage of Morocco’s status as the only North African country with free trade 
agreements with the US and EU. [Maritime Global Net 01/08/07] 

NIGERIA >> 
 
NPA to Take Ports Out of Major Cities 
Management of the Nigerian Port Authority [NPA], Western Ports, has disclosed plans to take the nation's 
ports out of the cities to make them more efficient. Managing Director, Abdulsalam Mohammed, criticized 
congestion on the nation's ports roads, especially at Apapa and Tin Can Island ports said that Nigeria's quest 
of becoming a maritime hub may not materialize if its ports are not accessible. According to him, "Our ports 
cannot be efficient if roads to them are not accessible. This is why acquisition of land for future development 
has become imperative. There is need to take the ports out of the cities."  
 
Mohammed also called for the reactivation and provision of rail access to all of the nation's ports as well as 
the implementation of the nation's transport master plan. He pointed out that there were a number of present 



constraints which included policy instability, financial burden of dredging activities, unreliable power 
generation and distribution, access roads at the Lagos Port Complex and the enhancement of Information 
Communication Technology [ICT] through a common network with customs and port users. Mohammed also 
called for an earlier passage of the Port and Labour Bill presently with the National Assembly. [DC 10/08/07] 
 
New Minister Wants NPA to Brace Up 
Apparently poised to make a difference as he take over the reins of administration in the Federal Ministry of 
Transportation, Prince John Okechukwu Emeka has charged the Nigerian Ports Authority [NPA] to brace up 
to the challenge of driving the Federal Government economic reforms programme to the next level. The 
Minister met with top management of the NPA for the first time, as part of his two days familiarization visit to 
ports facilities.  [TD 07/08/07] 
 
NPA Overshoots N19bn Target By N6.721m 
The Nigerian Ports Authority [NPA] Western Ports has exceeded its N19 billion target for the year 2007 by 
over N6,721,850 million only eight months into the year. Managing Director of NPA Western ports, Mallam 
Abdul Salam Abubakar disclosed the authority raked in $48,129,079,  $28,355,707 and $21,315,128 as 
lease fees for concession, administrative/estate rent, ship dues and through put fees respectively for LPC 
during the period under review. 
 
For the Tin-can Island port, Abubakar stated $19,694,284, $14,703,867 and $14,956,080 were realised as 
lease fees for concession, administrative/estate rent, ship dues and throughput fees respectively for TCIP in 
the first seven months of the year 2007. [VAN 07/08/07] 
 
China Surpasses US As Country's Import Partner 
China has eclipsed the US as Nigeria's import partner with 11% of trade whilst US hold 8%. The relationship 
between China and Nigeria has been reported to be strong and cordial but also complex with the Nigerian 
pharmaceutical and textile industries suffering from what appears to be 'dumping' of Chinese pharmaceutical 
and textiles and from counterfeit goods originating in China. [TD 03/08/07] 
 
Norway Partners Nigeria to Develop Shipping Sector 
The Norwegian Shipowners Association [NSA] is hoping to partner the Indigenous Shipping Association of 
Nigeria [ISAN] to develop the Nigeria shipping industry. According to Chief Isaac Jolapamo, President of 
ISAN, the collaboration with Norway will look at the possibility of shipyard development and man power 
training of Nigerian seafarers. Jolapamo also called on the Association to help Nigeria with its excess 
tonnage. 
 

Norwegian Shipowners Association
Postboks 1452 Vika 
Oslo N-0116 
Norway 
Tel: +47 22401500 
Fax: +47 22401515  
Email: post@rederi.no 
Website: www.rederi.no

Reidar Norheim of the NSA noted that education is the key to shipping development, adding that if the 
conditions between both countries are acceptable, the Norwegian Shipowners Association will enter into an 
Institutional Shipping Development Programme in Nigeria. Norheim 
explained that the reason for the programme is to ensure that the 
quality of man power and other areas of development in Nigeria will 
be of international standard. He also stated that Nigerians will be 
given opportunity to crew Norwegian flagged vessels if the 
partnership works out. 
 
The NSA is still carrying out a feasibility study, adding that as soon 
as the report is compiled, submitted to the Norwegian Shipowners, 
and if accepted, then work can start on some specific areas of the Nigerian shipping sector. Norway is the 
fifth largest ship owning nation in the world with a total of 1,795 vessels , amounting to 50million Dead 
Weight Ton [DWT]. [VAN 09/08/07] 
 
Nigeria Shippers Council Arbitrates 300 Shipping Complaints 
Nigeria Shippers Council [NSC], through the Cargo Defence Fund [CDF], has so far intervened in about 300 
complains of legitimate cargo claims by Nigeria operators. According to the CDF Executive Secretary, Azugo 
Ago, the Fund has been able to play a mediatory role in many of the problems faced by Nigeria shippers, 
aimed at ensuring recovery, remedy and indemnification, adding that cases that are actionable have been 
taken to the law courts. Cases included, non-delivery of cargoes, theft or pilferage, illegal charges, excessive 
bank charges, non-payment of export proceeds, delays and short handling of cargoes among others. 
 
The Fund seeks to assist Nigeria Shippers in their pursuit of claims recoveries and legal remedies. Following 
numerous complains received from importers and exporters over the years, the Nigeria Shippers Council 
embarked on a series of studies in order to identify those areas where shippers have suffered the greatest 
loss. In addition, Ago said the Fund is working with the Marine Offices Committee of the Nigeria Insurers 
Association to improve relations between the Assured, the Insurer and other related international agencies 
like the Lloyds and P.I clubs. While blaming some shippers for not taking appropriate cover for their 
shipments, Ago advised importers and exporters to constantly exercise due diligence and make sure they 
deal with credible and reputable partners when importing or exporting. [03/08/07] 

mailto:post@rederi.no
http://www.rederi.no/


 
Sterling Bank To Commit US$50 Million To Cabotage Vessel Financing 
The management of Sterling Bank Plc is to commit US$50 million to a Cabotage Vessels Financing Fund 
[CVFF] being packaged by the federal government through the Nigerian Maritime Administration and Safety 
Agency [NIMASA] as part of its effort to improve local capacity in ownership of vessels in the sector presently 
dominated by foreign operators. Managing Director Babatunde Dabiri explained that the US$50 million is half 
of the total sum of US$100 million facility from the African Export-Import Bank [Afrexim] to promoting 
Cabotage by supporting Nigerian Vessel Owners. The bank has dedicated its branch at 17c Commercial 
Avenue, Apapa as a full fledged Maritime Financial Services Centre under the charge of Victor Olaniyan. 
[VAN 27/07/07] 
 
Nigeria Currency To Redenominate 
Nigeria's central bank has said it will make the country's currency, the naira, convertible by 2009.  Until now, 
the central bank has limited how much foreign currency can circulate by selling it through auctions. It has 
also set the exchange rate.  The change should help increase flows of money into the banking system and 
encourage investment into Nigeria.  
 
The government will also redenominate its currency from August 2008, removing two zero’s so that 100 old 
naira will become 1 naira. This should help make the pricing of goods easier, as well as conversion into other 
currencies.    The Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) will also phase out N1,000, N500, N200, N100 and N50 
notes, which will  leave  the  N20 as the  highest  denomination. 
 
The naira has been appreciating against the dollar this year, thanks to Nigeria's high oil revenues. Analysts 
think the naira will be further strengthened following the latest currency changes.  The central bank's 
governor Chukwuma Soludo said the bank would "gradually withdraw from the weekly auction system [of 
foreign currency] and only intervene in the market as may be required to achieve defined policy objectives." 
The currency changes apply to commitments Nigeria has made under International Monetary Fund [IMF] 
rules regarding currency transfers. [BBC 14/08/07] 
 
New High Commissioner Appointed 
Mr Robert Dewar CMG has been appointed British High Commissioner to the Federal Republic of Nigeria in 
succession to Sir Richard Gozney KCMG. Mr Dewar, who is currently Her Majesty’s Ambassador to the 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, will take up his new appointment in December. 
 
Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre For Lagos 
According to Dr Christopher Kolade [Nigeria’s High Commissioner in UK] Nigeria has purchased the 
equipment needed for establishment of a regional Lagos based maritime rescue coordination centre within 
three months.   
 
Adf Loan For Rural Transport In Cross River 
The African Development Fund [ADF] is reported to have approved a loan equivalent to US$53 million in 
support of a rural access project in Cross River State.  The scheme will give priority to rehabilitation of 
unpaved feeder roads which are subject to erosion.  The ADF loan will cover 89.5% of the project costs, 
8.3% being provided by the Cross River State Government and the remaining 2.2% by the Federal 
Government. 
 
Trade Mission To Nigeria 
The London Chamber of Commerce and Industry is planning a trade mission to Nigeria 17-21st September 
2007. Anyone interested should contact Craig Pym on 020 7203 2816 or e-mail cpym@londonchamber.co.uk 
 
FG to Rehabilitate Lagos-Benin-Ore Road 
The new Minister of Transport, Mrs. Diezani Alison Madueke recently visited the  Benin Ore road stating that 
the Yar'Adua administration was fully committed to making the major Benin-Ore axis motorable and 
announced that the federal government had already released more funds to contractors. [TD 07/080/7] 
 
Lagos Release N1.5bn for Jetty, Road Projects 
Lagos State Government has concluded plans to upgrade the jetty at Badore in order to compliment the on-
going dualisation of the Ajah-Badore road project. N1.5billion has been released out of the N2.9billion 
budgeted for the project. The project is expected to be completed by May 2008. [VAN 08/08/07] 
 
FG Spends N1.9bn On Sokoto/Illela Road  
The Federal Government has approved Sokoto state government's request for rehabilitation of 80km Sokoto- 
Illela road, at the cost of N1.9 billion. 

SENEGAL >> 
 



New Telephone Numbers 
All fixed telephone numbers in Senegal will start with two extra digits (33) from 7 October, while mobile 
phones will start with either 77 (for SONATEL/ORANGE) or 76 (for SENTEL/TIGO) numbers. 
 
Transrail To Be Replaced 
The Malian and Senegalese governments have decided to cease cooperation with the Canadian group 
Transrail which operated the railway company between Dakar and Bamako. Latest news states that a 
Belgian Group, Vecturis, will now operate this service.  
 
Road Rehabilitation 
For the latest news on road construction please view: http://www.autoroutedakardiamniadio.com

SIRRA LEONE >> 
 
Sierra Leone Elections 
Voters in Sierra Leone went to the polls on 11 August to elect a new president and members of parliament. It 
was the country's second poll since the end of the decade-long civil war in 2002, and the first without 
international supervision. The national electoral commission said that with just over a third of votes counted, 
APC leader Ernest Bai Koroma, was in the lead in presidential elections with 46%. Officials have said a 
runoff, due to be held in September if no presidential candidate wins 55%, is looking likely. [17/08/07] 
 
What is the background? 
Outgoing President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah won the first post-war polls in 2002 with a landslide victory, receiving 70% of all 

votes cast. His Sierra Leone People's Party [SLPP] won 83 of the 112 parliamentary 
seats.  

 

President Kabbah's victory followed a decade-long civil war during which 50,000 
people were killed and thousands more had their bodies mutilated. 
British intervention in 2002 led to the official end of the war. It made way for the 
disarming of tens of thousands of rebels and militia fighters by UN peacekeepers, 
who withdrew in December 2005.  
 
How does the system work? 
Sierra Leone has a single-chamber parliament with 124 seats. Of these, 112 are 
held by elected members. The remaining 12 are reserved for traditional chiefs. 
Members of parliament serve four-year terms.  
Parliamentary candidates must 
be Sierra Leonean citizens by 

birth and be at least 21 years old. 

 

The constitution demands that parliamentary candidates be able to 
speak and read English "with a degree of proficiency, sufficient to 
enable them to take an active part in the proceedings of parliament".  
What about the president? 
The president's tenure in office is limited to two five-year terms. 
Aspiring presidential candidates must be Sierra Leone citizens and 
belong to a registered political party. They must be at least 40 years old.  
To win the presidential race, a candidate must receive 55% of the votes 
cast.  
If there is no clear winner, a run-off will be held after two weeks. 

 
Who is leading the race? 
Seven parties have been cleared for the elections. The main contenders in 
the presidential race belong to the leading three parties. 
1. Sierra Leone People's Party [SLPP] 
Vice-President Solomon Ekuma Berewa, the head of the SLPP, is the front-
runner in the race. Mr Berewa, 71, served as attorney-general and justice 
minister between 1996 and 2002.  
The SLPP gets most of its support from the south, where it also faces stiff 
competition from the People's Movement for Democratic Change [PMDC]. 
2. All People's Congress [APC] 
The APC presidential candidate, Ernest Bai Koroma, is running for the 
second time. He came second in the 2002 presidential race, receiving 22.3% 
of the votes cast. His party holds 27 seats in parliament. 
The APC governed the country between 1968 and 1992. In 1978, it 

introduced a one-party system, which remained in place until 1992. 

 

Many voters continue to associate the party with mismanaging the country and precipitating the civil war. 
3. People's Movement for Democratic Change [PMDC] 
The PMDC is a breakaway faction of the SLPP. It was officially registered in January 2006.  
PMDC's presidential candidate, Charles Francis Margai, hails from a prominent political family. His father, Albert Margai, 
served as premier from 1964 -1967. His uncle, Milton Margai, was Sierra Leone's first prime minister, who led the country 
to independence in 1961. 
 
Links 

http://www.autoroutedakardiamniadio.com/


National Electoral Commission http://www.necsierraleone.org/ 

TOGO >> 
 
Togolese Elections 
The Togolese government and the EU have signed an agreement allowing the deployment of an EU 
electoral observer team for the country's parliamentary elections due to take place in August. According to 
Togolese authorities necessary measures have been put in place to guarantee free and fair parliamentary 
elections. The EU has granted Togo 13.2 million Euro to support the elections. 
 
RMB  20/08/07 



 
Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM All Africa Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PM PM News 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PRN PR Newswire 
BD Business Day       PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT Reuters 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BLB Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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