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In this months edition!  
Development plans are widespread across the sub-region. In Angola the laying of the first stone to build the 
new port of Luanda has taken place.  In Benin, SMTC, a Bolloré group company, has inaugurated two cranes 
in Cotonou port. In Cameroon the new US$683.5 million Kribi Deep Seaport sets out to be a multifaceted 
economic hub with four terminals built by 2015. In Guinea, Société des Bauxites de Dabola-Tougué [SBDT], 
owned 51% by Iranian interests and 49% by the government of Guinea, is due to examine tender offers for 
the port’s export plans.  
 
Meanwhile in Nigeria the deepest port in Africa with a draft of 17m is to be constructed by Lagos Port LFTZ 
Enterprises along the Atlantic coast at Ibeju-Lekki area of Lagos by the first quarter of 2009. The port is 
expected to cost US$700 million and handle about 8,000 TEU's at the completion of the first phase.  Also the 
Akwa Ibom State government has concluded plans with a foreign firm, Dersko Marine Group, to construct a 
US$5.2 billion deep water port. 
 
And what of future developments….? After posting 52% growth, Dubai World, has embarked on a tour of 
West Africa, prospecting for new investment opportunities. The delegation will visit Gabon, Congo, Mali, 
Senegal, Mauritania, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Benin. DP World entered the West Africa market last year 
investing over US$700 million to operate and develop the Dakar container terminal as well investing US$800 
million in the 6.5 million m2 Dakar Integrated Special Economic Zone [DISEZ] via its sister company 
JAFZA International…watch this space! 
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This report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   
 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest transport news affecting 
West Africa.  By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you with up-to the 
minute strategic information. 
 
Disclaimer of liability 
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. No 
responsibility is accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the 
information.  
 
Accordingly OTAL denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered by any 
person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole 
responsibility of the reader. 



 
EUROPE >> 
 
Felixstowe: Port Negotiates FSR Planning Variation 
Port of Felixstowe’s multi-million pound deepwater container expansion has been given the go ahead by 
local planners. The £240m Felixstowe South Reconfiguration was approved by the government more than 
two years ago. This will create 1,350m of quay dredged to 16m alongside, providing an additional 1.5m teu 
capacity and bringing total capacity at the port to 5.2m teu when complete. [LL 01/04/08]   
 
ZPMC Face Legal Action Over Felixstowe Crane Crash 
Chinese crane manufacturer ZPMC may face legal action over extensive damage to Felixstowe’s Landguard 
terminal when one of its ships smashed into the berth during a storm earlier this month. The tanker was 
carrying five post-panamax cranes when it broke free of its moorings. One crane on the ship hit two quay 
cranes that were toppled and wrecked beyond repair. Mutual insurer TT Club, which covers Felixstowe for 
equipment losses and liability risks, is holding the ship responsible for the accident and will be pursuing a 
claim against the owner ZPMC. The loss was one of several incidents across northern Europe caused by 
Windstorm Emma that struck at the beginning of March. All claims resulting from that storm will be 
aggregated into a single loss for reinsurance purposes, rather than being treated separately. [LL 31/03/08] 
 
Ireland: Work Begins on Belfast Quay Extension 
Port of Belfast has begun work on a £9.5m extension of its deep water facilities at Stormont Wharf as part of 
its ambitious long-term plan to double capacity. When the 250m extension is completed in December this 
year, the berth will be more than 1km in length. Animal feed, coal and construction-related imports, as well as 
cruiseships, are all accommodated at the wharf. [LL 02/04/08] 
  
PAN AFRICA >> 
 
World Bank/UN Warning Of Rising Food Riots In Africa 
Rising crop prices are sparking social unrest in parts of Africa. Food prices have exploded over the past six 
months, propelled by increased demand from newly prosperous Asian countries like China, rising fuel prices 
and the diversion of land from food crops to bio-fuel production.   
 
Such riots have since erupted in Cote d'Ivoire, Niger, Guinea, Cameroon, Senegal and Burkina Faso. For 
these countries, where food comprises from half to three-quarters of consumption [spending], there is no 
margin for survival. These countries rely heavily on imported food – particularly rice. They are now struggling, 
given that rice prices lately hit $760 a tonne, up from just $370 in early January.  
 
Rising food costs hit Africa much harder than anywhere else – as food represents a much larger share of 
what the poorest consumers buy. African countries are now slashing import tariffs and raising subsidies in an 
attempt to keep local food prices low. But many such states have failed to stockpile reserves for the rest of 
this year – having, presumably, been waiting for prices to fall. That price drop may now not happen due to 
strong demand from China, India and the other emerging giants, as well as the escalating appetite of the 
biofuel industry. That is why the United Nations has just warned that the food riots witnessed last week “may 
become common in other places in Africa”.  
  
What Africa is now facing is mainly an urban problem – linked to sky-high food prices rather than chronic 
absolute shortages. And, with regional rice producers now imposing export bans, serious political tensions 
are brewing, as well as an impending human tragedy. 
  

• Cote d'Ivoire recently announced emergency measures to cut prices of food and basic services 
following protests against the cost of living, but demonstrators have warned they are ready to go 
back on to the streets as soon as prices creep up again. The government has promised to 
temporarily suspend taxes on staple goods including rice, oil, milk, flour, sugar and fish, in a 
statement released on 1 April. Protests on 31st March started in the Abidjan neighbourhoods of 
Cocody and Yopougon. There were more clashes between riot police and demonstrators in both 
districts in the morning of 1 April.  

• Cameroon's government slashed duties on imports of food and cement imports, and increased 
wages for public sector employees by 15% in early March following riots. Biya has also promised a 
review of fuel prices, telephone rates, and bank fees. 

• The governments of both Burkina Faso and Niger have reduced or eliminated tariffs and duties on 
food imports in an attempt to combat the effect of the price hikes. In Niger rice has risen by 25% for 
sorghum, 18.5% for millet and 20% for corn. Burkina Faso, which was badly affected by floods in 
2007 and has this year been hit by violent protests over high food prices, sacks of corn have 
doubled on last year. A nationwide strike against price rises is due to start Tuesday [08/04/08]. 



• Food riots have also recently taken place in Guinea Conakry, Mauritania and Senegal. Those 
countries depend heavily on imported wheat and rice which are more affected by high global 
commodity prices than upheavals in the regional markets. In Guinea, where the government could 
no longer subsidise petrol-reliant services, prices have shot up by 61%, halting buses and taxis. 

• In Guinea-Bissau, fuel prices have gone up 8-fold due to shortages. 
• Rice has risen by 300% in Sierra Leone 

  
The World Bank, meanwhile, has also voiced its worry about food prices. On March 10, President Robert 
Zoellick linked the Bank’s plans to dramatically increase lending for agricultural production in Africa to the 
crisis. He said that lending would increase to about $700 million for fiscal year 2009, from a current $420 
million, and could reach about $850 million per year. [BBC/UN/RT/Guardian/FT]  
 
Inflation & Low Growth Worry / New West Africa Bank Chief 
New Governor Philippe-Henri Dacoury-Tabley took the helm of West Africa's eight-nation central bank - 
Central Bank of West African States [BCEAO] - with a warning that high inflation and low growth threaten the 
region's economies. The bank serves West Africa's monetary union of mostly ex-French colonies who use 
the CFA franc: Benin, Burkina Faso, Ivory Coast, Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo. 
 
The board was particularly worried by the acceleration in consumer price inflation within the Union, notably 
petroleum products, imported foodstuffs and local cereals. Rising food prices have triggered unrest around 
the world. Angry crowds rioted in BCEAO member Burkina Faso in February to demand tax cuts. The 
government suspended duty on food imports but unions want more cuts and have threatened a general 
strike. The board was equally concerned by the Union's weak economic growth rate, which remained 
unchanged at 2.9% in 2007, as in 2006, due notably to the impact of the energy crisis and a downturn in 
agricultural production. 
 
The CFA franc's peg to the euro has shielded its members to an extent from import-related inflationary 
pressures, as the euro has increased in value versus the dollar. But that has also led to concerns for the 
region's competitiveness, especially in key export industries like cotton, which is priced in dollars. [RT 
29/03/08] 
 
India Tries To Woo Africa In Trade And Investment 
The African Union [AU] confirmed Africa and India are geared to adopt a declaration aimed at reinforcing 
their existing relationship during a 2-day Africa-India Forum Summit which was held 8-9/04/08. The first 
forum of its kind between the two continents, the summit adopted two documents, the Delhi Declaration and 
the Africa-India Framework for Cooperation, with an aim to enhance the partnership to achieve the 
Millennium Development Goals.  
 
The summit was attended by high profile African leaders from 14 countries* as well as the Arab Maghreb 
Union, ECOWAS, COMESA, the East African Community and the SADC. The summit considered modalities 
to strengthen cooperation in economic and political arenas including science and technology, research and 
development, social development, tourism, infrastructure and energy.  
 
On the first day India’s Prime Minister Manmohan Singh announced a duty free trade regime to 34 African 
countries to boost trade relations. Items covered by the free trade arrangement are cotton, cocoa, cashew, 
fish fillets, sugar cane, ready-made garments, non industrial diamonds copper and aluminium ores.  
 
Under the Delhi Declaration India is to provide a US$5.4 billion credit facility over the next five years [up from 
$2 billion in the last five years], through bilateral and regional arrangements, to develop the railways, ICT, 
energy and the Small and Medium Entreprenuer [SME]. The Indian government will also raise its Aid budget 
to Africa over the next six years to US$500 million. 
 
However sceptics are already pointing out that with the exception of ready-made garments, which may face 
resistance from India’s apparel industry, all these items are raw products. Indeed, India already has 
negligible tariffs on most primary commodities from Africa, but maintains high tariffs on processed exports 
from the continent. This has the effect of promoting India’s industrial development through the conversion of 
raw materials into finished goods while reducing that of Africa because raw materials are exported 
unprocessed. For example, in order to promote its leather goods industry, India imposes only 0.1% tariff on 
raw hides from Africa but charges 14.7% and 15.0%, respectively, on leather and leather products from 
Africa. By proposing duty free access for African raw materials, whose tariffs are already very low, India is 
effectively offering nothing to Africa, while it uses low-interest government-subsidised loans to lure Indian 
finished products into Africa without offering reciprocal access for Africa’s finished products. They have 
called on the Au to scrutinize the Delhi Declaration before endorsing it. 
 
 
 
 



be supported by a rebound in cotton output. Inflation would likely be in line with the regional target of 3%, 
with the price impact of a good food harvest providing a counter weight to expected higher prices for key 
imports. Discussions focused on measures to improve the efficiency of customs and tax administration. 
 
Risks to the economy include failure to address Benin’s difficult energy situation. The mission urged the 
authorities to ensure restructuring of public utilities. [IMF Press Release 25/03/08] 

BURKINA FASO >> 
 
Government Contracts Cotecna  
Inspection Company, Cotecna, has been given a 3-year contract on 28/02/08 by the government to act as a 
consultant to control all goods imported into Burkina Faso. This move is hoped to improve the income of the 
customs service and insure the imported products quality.  
 
Customs Barriers Temporary Lowering   
As a consequence of social demonstrations and in order to reduce the impact of international prices on local 
economies [known as ‘La vie chère’], the government has decided to temporary lower prices for importing 
rice, salt, noodles, sugar, milk and powdered milk.  
 
A New Institution For Public Procurements  
On 25/03/08 the government put on place a new institution to deal with public procurements in Burkina Faso.  
The Autorité de Régulation des Marchés Publics [ARMP] will regulate all public tenders. 
 
Statement By An IMF Staff Mission To Burkina Faso 
An International Monetary Fund [IMF] team visited Burkina Faso during March 19-April 2 for the 2nd review 
of the program supported under the Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility [PRGF]. The mission reviewed 
economic developments and prospects, and discussed with the authorities their policies that aim at 
consolidating macroeconomic stability and fostering conditions that can sustain high economic growth and 
reduce poverty. 
 
The mission held discussions with the Minister of Economy and Finance Jean-Baptiste Compaoré; Central 
Bank of West African States [BCEAO] National Director Bolo Sanou, other ministers and senior officials of 
the Government of Burkina Faso, representatives of the private sector, labour unions, nongovernmental 
organizations, and development partners. 
 
Real GDP growth is projected to edge up slightly in 2008 to about 4.5% from 4% in 2007. Adverse terms of 
trade shocks and weather conditions were the main reasons for last year’s growth slowdown. This year, 
growth will be supported by a rebound in cotton production and the opening of several gold mines, while 
continued high oil prices and the euro appreciation have dampening effects on competitiveness. In the short-
term inflation may stay elevated until the food situation improves in the region, which is expected with the 
next harvest. Inflation is projected to decline to about 3% at year-end. 
 
Overall performance under the PRGF-supported program has been good, and the IMF Executive Board is 
expected to consider the second review under the PRGF arrangement in early summer. All quantitative 
performance criteria and most benchmarks were met. Noteworthy are the government’s success in raising 
revenue through continued efforts to strengthen tax and customs administration, which allowed it to meet its 
budget deficit and revenue targets. Social expenditures increased by 9.3% but they remained below their 
target, reflecting in part capacity weaknesses in implementing capital expenditures, which the government is 
addressing. 
 
Structural reforms included in the government’s program should help to put the economy on a strong, 
sustainable growth path for the medium term. Financial sector reform aims to facilitate access to finance and 
strengthen the stability of the sector, thereby supporting growth. The mission agreed with the focus on other 
measures to strengthen public financial management, improve external competitiveness through productivity 
enhancing reforms, create a more business friendly environment, and improve governance.[IMF 03/04/08] 

CAMEROON >> 
 
US$683.5 Million Kribi Deep Seaport - An Industrial Oriented Project 
Earmarked to be built at Grand Batanga, 10km south of Kribi, the new US$683.5 million [CFA 282 billion] 
‘Kribi Deep Seaport’ sets out to be a multifaceted economic hub. Essentially designed to serve the needs of 
industrial companies, notably those involved in mining, transporting and receiving heavy equipment for 
mineral extraction, the port is equally expected to serve other purposes. 
 



According to the Ministry of the Economy, Planning and Regional Development who presented the project in 
early March to investors in Douala, the Kribi Deep seaport will harbour ships involved in the importation and 
exportation of containers. It will also handle iron ore in-puts and iron ore final products for exports extracted 
from the deposits at Mamelles situated 30km south east of Kribi and Mbalam, 600km from Kribi. The port will 
also serve as traffic for the importation of petroleum products. 
 
In 2012, traffic in Kribi port is expected to hit between 2.9 and 4 million tons. This amount will increase to 
between 4.8 and 10.4 million tons in 2030 representing 31-35% of Cameroon’s total traffic in 2012 and 32-
45% in 2030. 
 
The Kribi Deep Seaport will during its first phase witness the creating of basic port infrastructure including a 
2,800m quay in the southern and western side of the port and 11 million m3 of drainage. Four terminal points 
will be created. One container terminal, one petroleum products terminal by 2012 and one iron ore and  one 
aluminium terminal to be built by 2010 and 2015 respectively. The first phase will include construction of 
parking lot, port buildings and terminals. 
 
The US$683.5million [CFA 282 billion] estimates for the project will be used as follows: US$489.6 million 
[CFA 202 billion] for port infrastructure and terminals, US$104.2 million [CFA 43 billion] for terminal 
superstructures and US$89.7 million [CFA 37 billion] for equipment. The building of the Kribi Deep Seaport 
will be accompanied by other tributary projects. These include:  
 

• Creation of land services and integrating them to the national and Central African road network, 
notably the Kribi-Ebolowa-Sangmelima-Ouesso (Congo Brazzaville) and Sangmelima-Nola-
kisangani (DRC) 

• Creation of rail way services linked to the port 
• Definition of a commercial and industrial development plan  
• Construction of a thermal electric station to furnish energy to the port and to the future commercial 

and industrial zone. 
 
The project will be executed based on a Public-Private sector Partnership [PPP]. The public partner will be 
financing the construction of the basic port infrastructure while the private sector partner will finance the 
superstructures and the equipment.  
 
 
General Overview Of Cameroon Ports  
Cameroon ports, which handle nearly 98% of the country’s foreign trade, have undergone substantial reorganisation to 
improve their very weak performance in the period up until the late 1990s. The 1998 framework law led to the splitting of 
the national port management body into four autonomous ports (Limbe, Kribi, Douala and the river port of Garoua) that are 
supposed to compete and are regulated by a national ports authority. A one-stop shop (which is being computerised) has 
been opened to handle traffic at Douala and aims to reduce transit delays to seven days for imports and two for exports. 
 
Infrastructure is being upgraded under a joint project of the French Development Agency (AFD), the German development 
bank KfW and Japan. The port’s main industrial and commercial activities were privatised in 2003/04, with the container 
terminal franchised to the Bolloré consortium (Saga, SDV and Socopao) and to Maersk and tugboat and piloting services 
to the French firm Les Abeilles. The results have been mixed and facilities are still inadequate (15-17 days to process 
imports compared with 24 before the changes but far from the goal of seven), charges are still too high and land-lease 
methods need to be harmonised and rationalised. The government has also not rehabilitated the port’s warehouses as it 
promised. Substantial investment is needed to boost the country’s capacity to ship out its exports, especially because of 
the congestion in Douala and the fact that it is not a deep-water port. Two such ports will be built at Kribi and Limbe – at 
Kribi to export gas, iron, bauxite and cobalt and at Limbe (after completion of an oil depot being built there) to receive and 
service offshore oil rigs. 
 
Cameroon Rail Summary 
Cameroon has 1,200 km of railways, 90% used for freight (maximum 1.8 million tonnes a year). About 1 million 
passengers a year also use the railway, which is vital for economic links with the north because of the bad quality of the 
roads in the region. The railway has been franchised since 1999 to Camrail (the Bolloré group) and its dilapidated track 
and rolling-stock have required a major donor-supported 65 billion CFA francs investment over the period 1999-2007. This 
has boosted freight traffic (mainly wood and containers). The network can make money but only with a 4 billion CFA francs 
annual government subsidy for the passenger service, which is structurally unprofitable, mainly because of competition 
from road transport, which people prefer between Yaounde and Douala, for example. Major economic projects in the next 
few years will require further substantial investment in the railways, including a line from Ngaoundere to Kribi to ship out 
bauxite and another from Edea to Kribi to carry the extra aluminium to be produced by Alucam. The Douala-Edea line 
could also be upgraded to carry the alumina needed for Alucam’s expansion of its capacity. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Cameroon National Shippers Council Reinstated 
Prime Minister Ephraim Inoni held a working session with the Union of African Shippers Council [UCCA]. The 
President of UCCA, Bakayoko Dramane used the discussions to thank the government of Cameroon for re-
instituting the Cameroon National Shippers Council [CNCC] and paying arrears CNCC owed UCCA. 
Dramane also reported on the recent forum held in Douala that revised CNCC regulations. [CT 28/03/08] 
 
Feasibility Studies Progress For Yaounde-Douala Express Way  
Prime Minister Ephraim Inoni met with the South African engineering team, Sizatech Consulting Engineers, 
who are undertaking feasibility studies on the construction of the express way linking Cameroon's political 
capital, Yaounde to the economic capital, Douala. A team from the Prime Minister's Office and the 
Department of Public Works are expected to visit South Africa to review the studies and examine the product 
that will be used on the road. [CT 17/03/08] 

CHAD >> 
 
Train Rates Increased In N'djamena Corridor 
Camrail have announced an increase in prices on their train services linking N'djamena via Douala. [Local 
Agent 03/04/08] 

COTE D’IVOIRE >> 
 
Elections To Be Held In November 
Ivory Coast will hold a long-delayed presidential election on 30/11/08 under a peace plan to reunite the 
West African country after a civil war.  A presidential poll in the world's top cocoa grower, divided since the 
2002-03 civil war, was initially due in October 2005 but has been repeatedly delayed because the southern-
based government said it could not organise polls in the rebel north. 
 
President Gbagbo, who was elected in 2000 in a vote from which other opposition figures were barred, is 
widely expected to seek another term in the elections this year. He is expected to face competition from 
former President Henri Konan Bedie, who was ousted in a 1999 coup, and former Prime Minister Alassane 
Ouattara, who has support among northern Muslims. [RT 14/04/08] 
 
Government Suspend Taxes On Staple Goods 
Cote d'Ivoire's government has announced emergency measures to cut prices of food and basic services 
following protests against the cost of living, but demonstrators have warned they are ready to go back on to 
the streets as soon as prices creep up. In a statement released on 01/04/08, the government promised to 
suspend taxes on staple goods including rice, oil, milk, flour, sugar and fish temporarily. [IRIN 01/04/08] 

EQUATORIAL GUINEA >> 
 
Vehicle Import Ban 
The Government of Equatorial Guinea has temporarily forbidden the importation of used vehicles: cars, vans, 
trucks, machinery. The ban will be implemented from 14/03/08, and will remain in force until further notice. 
Please view the OTAL website for the official notice. [Local Agent 07/04/08] 
 

http://www.otal.com/Equatorial%20Guinea/Prohibicion%20Vehiculos%20Mano.PDF 

GAMBIA >> 
 
Gambia And Senegal Customs Administrators Meet 
The 6th bilateral meeting between the customs' administration of Gambia and Senegal dealt with common 
concerns through dialogue and cooperation.  Gambian Commissioner General, Momodou K. Tambajang met 
Armand Jean Jacque Manga from Senegal to further promote and facilitate trade under ECOWAS protocols 
aimed at facilitating the free movement of goods and people across borders. A review of progress made 
since the last bilateral meeting in 2006, especially on issues regarding the implementation of the joint 
customs posts, reactivation of trade and curtailing smuggling among others. [FOROYAA 11/04/08] 
 
GPA Has Shortest Rate In Clearing Goods 
According to Abdou Colley, Secretary of State for Trade, Gambia has made significant progress in 
simplifying import and export procedures, adding Gambia is one of the countries in Africa with the shortest 
turn around time for clearing goods. Colley opened a one-day workshop on the theme ‘Trade Facilitation in 
the Gambia: Challenges and Opportunities’ in Banjul. According to him, the government recognises the 
importance of trade facilitation as a key priority in the attempt to capitalize on trade growth opportunities. The 
forum was held in collaboration with the Inter-Agency Committee on Mainstreaming Trade [Matricom] to 



encourage dialogue among stakeholders to improve the trading environment and to enhance 
competitiveness in the sub-region. [DO 27/03/08] 
 
Banjul Airport Improvements  
The Gambian Government has signed a loan agreement approximating US$ 11 million for improvements at 
Banjul International Airport. The loan, between the Government and the Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic 
Development, will be used to finance Phase II of the Airport Improvement Project. Meanwhile Slok Air is now 
back in business, traveling to and from Banjul from a variety of West African cities. 

GHANA >> 
 
Ghana Limits Road Barriers As New Data Shows Advances, Setbacks 
Ghanaian police are slashing the number of road barriers while stepping up efforts to educate drivers on 
safe, legal transport in an effort to ease the “free 
flow of goods and persons” in the region, the 
national police service announced in March. 
The new efforts, which include 24-hour staffing 
of approved road barriers, come after the West 
Africa Trade Hub’s Improved Road Transport 
Governance [IRTG] initiative completed its third 
data report and organized a meeting between 
Ghanaian transport authorities and 150 truck 
drivers from Burkina Faso, Ghana and Mali in 
late February. The Hub has teamed with two 
regional governments, the Economic 
Community of West African States and the Union Economique et Monétaire Ouest Africain, to reduce 
corruption, a major constraint to regional trade. IRTG focuses on three major cargo corridors – from ports in 
Tema [Ghana] and  Lomé [Togo] to the inland capitals Ouagadougou [Burkina Faso] and Bamako [Mali] – 
collecting data on bribes and delays reported by truck drivers and publishing them in regular reports.  
 
ECOWAS and UEMOA officials are taking these findings to the highest levels. In late January, Hélène 
Guissou, Director of Road and Maritime Transport at UEMOA, reported that the current president of the 
UEMOA Conference of Heads of State and Government, had requested all prime ministers’ offices remove 
all non-tariff barriers. The ministries of transport of Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, and Togo said they and their 
counterparts in security and defense had also been asked to make concrete proposals to remove barriers on 
interstate trunk roads.  
 
In late March, the Hub released an examination of data collected between October 27 and December 31, 
2007.  While the report highlights some drastic improvements, such as a reduction in delays in Mali from 33 
to 10 minutes in the last six months, the general trends are not overwhelmingly positive.  In Ghana, for 
example, drivers reported increases in bribes paid, number of checkpoints and delays. Ghana is now taking 
concrete action. In mid-March, director of police public affairs Kwesi Ofori announced that the police will limit 
checkpoints to ECOWAS-approved barriers and increase enforcement of road worthiness and insurance 
laws. Ofori had earlier represented the Ghanaian police at the IRTG meeting with truckers on February 28 in 
Tema.  
 
Truckers spoke candidly to Ofori as well as representatives of Ghanaian customs and immigration services 
and a representative of the State Insurance Corporation [SIC], about problems encountered while 
transporting cargo from Tema. They complained about the currently confusing process of weighing axle 
loads, about the need for secure parking for long-distance cargo trucks, and about shakedowns at barriers 
manned by uniformed services. Uniformed officials answered, sometimes visibly surprised by drivers’ 
experiences. ‘When a police officer is checking your papers and you have everything in order, you should 
refuse to pay a bribe, and you should report the officer to the appropriate office,” John Kudalor, deputy chief 
of police for Tema region, told drivers.  
 
He also emphasized the need for properly maintained vehicles, and the SIC representative tried to clarify 
problems that truckers reported with vehicle insurance for regional travel. Dahoui passed out booklets of 
required documents for transport in Burkina Faso, Ghana, Mali, and Togo. [This article originally appeared in 
the WATH Factor, a monthly newsletter published by the West Africa Trade Hub, a USAID-funded project 
promoting export development and trade facilitation. www.watradehub.com] 
 
Non-Traditional Exports Post Strong Growth 
Non-Traditional Exports [NTEs] have shown strong performance over recent years, reaching US$1.164 
billion, above the US$1 billion target for 2006. The exports increased from US$460 million in 2001 to 
US$1,164 million in 2007, showing a growth rate of over 150%. On annual basis, the growth translates into a 
20.7% increase yearly. 

www.watradehub.com


 
According to a report from the Ghana Exports Promotion Council [GEPC], total national merchandise exports 
of Ghana had shown positive growth over the past 3 years growing from US$2.74 billion in 2004 to US$4.19 
billion in 2007, representing a 53.08% growth in 2007 over the 2004 figures. Within the same period from 
2004 to 2007, NTEs grew from US$705 million to US$1,164 million, showing a growth rate of 65.08%. 
However, the percentage contribution of NTEs to total exports rose from 26.14% in 2006 to 27.76% in 2007.  
Although the current year under review, 2007 follows the general trend of increase in NTEs achieved over 
the last five to six years, the export earnings achieved in 2007 exceeded the US$1 billion earmarked for 2006 
but fall below the expected amount of US$1.2 billion forecast for the year 2007. NTEs percentage 
contributions to total exports in 2004, 2005, 2006 and 2007 were about 25.74%, 28.09%, 26.14% and 
27.76% respectively. [DG 01/04/08] 
 
Review of NTEs Sector in 2007 
• Total value of NTEs in 2007 was approximately $1,164 million. This depicts a growth of 30.42% over the 

2006 figures [$892 million].  
• Previous year's performance showed an increase from $778 million in 2005 to $892 million in 2006, 

representing 14.8% growth. 
• The agricultural sector contributed by $197.24 million, representing 16.9% of the total exports.  
• The manufacturing sector contributed $963.5 million, representing 82.7%  
• The performance of semi-processed/processed and the agricultural sub-sectors grew positively by 

35.53% and 11.14% over the 2006 earnings. 
• The handicraft sector contributed $3.79 million representing 0.32% but recorded a negative growth of 

15.59% over 2006 earnings as major buyers in the USA turned to the Far-East 
• The 10 top performing products included: 

• Cocoa paste [12%] worth $139.75 million.  
• $86.6 million worth of cocoa butter [7.45%]. The increase in cocoa paste and butter earnings was 

due to increases in the futures prices. Moreover, the increase in earnings was partly due to capacity 
expansion of a major exporter of cocoa paste, Barry Callebaut Ghana Limited and a major exporter 
of Cocoa butter, Cocoa Processing Company Limited. 

• Canned tuna [8.51%] amounting $99.15 million a significant increase due to the increase in world 
market price and partly to the contribution of Myroc Food Processing Company Limited which did 
not feature in 2006. Frozen tuna which saw a 33.78% increase from $39.4 million in 2006 to $52.8 
million. Earnings from frozen tuna and other frozen fish grew significantly over the period, due to a 
huge investment and the utilisation of modern fishing implements by Panofi Company Limited.  

• Veneers [7.50%] with $87.8 million exported. This significant increase was due to a major exporter, 
John Bitar Company Limited, expanding its plant capacity and also acquiring a defunct wood export 
company, Metro Star Limited. 

• Other products including plastic wares, plywood and natural rubber sheets all made impressive 
gains during the 2007 export year.  

• Shea nuts, pineapple, cashew nuts and banana recorded negative growths of -0.88%, -29.40%, -
9.99% and -3.54% respectively, compared with the 2006 performance. Export of pineapples 
experienced a negative growth because of the fall in pineapple production due to many of the 
outgrowers leaving the industry. Cashewnuts earnings decreased over the period due to the inability 
of one of the exporters, Rals Commodities Company Limited to export in the year under review. The 
company made US$3.2 million in the year 2006.  

• Hides and skins were the top earners in the handicraft sector with 274% increase in exports from 
$378,873 to $1,416,980. 

• The total value of the top 10 earning products amounted to US$671,112,968 representing 57.63% 
of the total NTEs for 2007. 

• The EU and ECOWAS absorbed 46.55% and 31.36% respectively of NTE exports from Ghana. 
• Ghana's single largest market was the United Kingdom 11.42% of total NTEs during 2007. 
• Nigeria is Ghana's leading market in the ECOWAS sub region followed by Burkina Faso. 
 

70,000 Cars Imported Into Ghana Yearly 
A total of 280,585 vehicles were imported into Ghana during 2003-2007 bringing the average annual figure to 
70,146, mainly from Germany, United States and Japan.  
 
The Customs, Excise and Preventive Service [CEPS] revealed that used/second hand cars otherwise called 
'Home Used', dominate the list. Over-aged vehicles are by law illegal to import into Ghana, that is vehicles 
over 10 years. Previously CEPS seized such items and crushed them as scraps for use by steel companies 
at Tema to produce iron rods. However CEPS has stopped this practise as the exercise proved too 
expensive. CEPS now offers these to public auction. Another category of vehicles auctioned are those 
seized because they did not have genuine documentation covering them or the owners failed to clear the 
vehicles within 60 days after discharge or entry into Ghana. 
 
Regarding stolen vehicles, CEPS explained that once the owner of a stolen vehicle is identified in a foreign 



development and infrastructure and Bin Sulayem, has also expressed interest in managing and developing 
Nouakchott port, and he said he sees great potential for a freezone nearby. 
 
The Dubai World delegation’s West Africa tour also includes visits to Gabon, Congo, Mali, Senegal, 
Mauritania, Sierra Leone, Nigeria and Benin. [LL 07/04/08 & BI 10/04/08]  
 

Meanwhile we are please to announce that DP World [DPW] have cancelled the increase in handling charges at Dakar 
port as of 01/04/08. 

 
New Boat For Dakar-Casamance Journey 
The maritime service between Dakar and Ziguinchor in the Casamance has been restored by the new 
German-built ship, the Aline Sitoe Diatta, on 8-9 March, after an uneventful trial run on 11-12 February. The 
surrounding publicity naturally did not dwell on the reasons why the new boat was necessary namely the loss 
at sea in 2002, of the old vessel, the Diola, with an official death toll of 1,863. 
 
President Wade, in his annual Independence Day address on 03/04/08, announced the arrival of taxi-boats 
between Dakar and various points on the coast to the south. 
 
New Highway 
Dakar now has a nearly completed four lane highway running between the Presidential Palace and the 
refurbished Meridian-President Hotel. The highway was built to provide links for the recent summit 
conference of the Islamic Conference Organisation [OCI] 
 
West Africa Business Association [WABA] Senegal  
The formal meeting to set up a Council of Administration for WABA [Senegal] and prepare the necessary 
documents for its registration with the Senegalese authorities was held on 09/04/08. 

SIERRA LEONE >> 
 
NRA Holds Customs Stakeholders’ Workshop in Sierra Leone 
The National Revenue Authority [NRA] with sponsorship from the British Department for International 
Developments [DFID] held a day’s workshop for customs stakeholders in Freetown with the theme 
‘Improving the Customs Business Climate’. [AT 28/03/08] 
 
Railway Operations to Recommence Soon 
A Sierra Leonean based in Germany, Ebenezer Owen Mason, has disclosed plans to revamp the country's 
railway service.  Rail services ceased in the 1970s, however a consortium of German investors is interested 
in rejuvenating the industry if they can obtain support from the APC government. Mason has identified 
potential partners in Germany who will help raise funds and supply rolling stock including diesel motive 
power. [CT 27/03/08] 
 
Kenema Road Gets Green Light 
Members of Parliament ratified the sum of US$22.51 million for the construction of the Kenema Pendembu 
highway. The amount is a loan agreement between the Sierra Leone government and the OPEC fund for 
international development. Other funds are sourced from the Kuwait fund for Arab and Economic 
development. The work is expected to commence soon. 
 
Connection From Freetown to Lungi Airport 
UT Air’s helicopter service between Freetown and Lungi International Airport remains grounded due to 
registration difficulties. The hovercraft is being repaired and service is expected to resume shortly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SLPA Tariff  
Highlighted are the new Sierra Leone Port Authority Tariff which is effective 07/04/08.  

 
 

DIARY OF EVENTS >> 
 
April 2008 
April 11-21 Nigeria - Enugu International Trade Fair 

April 14-17 The IAPH (International Association of Ports & Harbors) Congress 
Attended by 130 participants from around the world – port CEOs, presidents and managers within the 
maritime field. 
Kursaal, Dunkirk, France  

April 15-17 2nd Cameroon Investment Forum 
Yaoundé Hilton Hotel 

April 16 Containerschiffe Technische und Betriebliche Aspekte  Hamburg 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

April 16 Doing Business in Ghana and West Africa Seminar 
African American Research Library and Clutural Center, located at 2650 Sistrunk Blvd., Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida USA 
For more information visit www.gflsci.org 



April 16-18 See-Hafen-Kongress: Maritime Kontakte aus der Chemie-, Pharma- und Logistikbranche   
Hamburg, Germany 
www.see-hafen-kongress.de 

April 18 WAIPA World Investment Conference  
Accra, Ghana, April 18-21, 2008 
http://www.fdi.net/events/eventdetail.cfm?eventnum=4898&cid=12304 

April 20 - 25 12th Session Of The United Nations Conference On Trade And Development 
Accra, Ghana 
http://www.unctad.org/Templates/Meeting.asp?intItemID=1942&lang=1&m=13044&year=2008&month=4 

April 21-25 31st Meeting: PMAWCA   
[Port Management Association of West and Central Africa  ] 
Abidjan 

April 22-24  Multimodal 2008 - Birmingham    
www.multimodal.org.uk 

April 22-24 4th National Cocoa Day Nigeria 

April 24 Basiswissen Schiffahrt für Banken Hamburg 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

April 28-30 Europe Africa Business Summit 
Hamburg, Germany 
View www.eabs.info or http://www.europeafricabusinesssummit.org/index.htm or email: 
Kajete@nepadcouncil.org Tel: +49-551-3076916/ -3077161 for further enquiries. 

April 28  HAMBURG: Seehandelsrecht Vertiefung – Rechtsprobleme der Seehafenspedition 
www.ahv.de [Contact: Regina Krol - krol@ahv.de] 

 
May 2008 
May 7-8 RailPort 2008 

Warsaw, Poland 
Information can be found at: www.actiaconferences.com If you have any questions, please contact  
Actia Conferences Team Tel: +48 58 627 23 23 fax: +48 58 627 24 27 E-mail: alan@actiaforum.pl  

May 19-21 1st  Ship-Port-Interface Conference ISPIC 2008: The Human Element 
Bremen, Germany 
 www.ispic.org 

May 21-23  FRESH2008 
Hilton Hotel, Antwerp, Belgium 
www.freshcongress.com  

May 20-22 RORO 2008 Gothenburg 
www.roroex.com 

May 20-24 International Academy of African Business and Development 2008 Conference 
Gainesville, FL 
http://conferences.dce.ufl.edu/iaabd/  

May 25 US-Africa Agribusiness Forum 2008 
Corporate Council on Africa 
Chicago, US 
Contact Joyce Cacho at [202] 835-1115 or agribizforum@africacncl.org

May 28 -31  
 

Tokyo International Conference on African Development [TICAD] 
Tokyo, Japan 
http://www.undp.org/ticad2/  

May 29 Anlaufen von US-Häfen / Anforderungen an Reedereien  
Hamburg, Germany 
www.gl-group.com/glacadem   

 
June 2008 
June 4 Nigeria - A Business Briefing 

Key speaker - Peter Stephenson, Director, Trade & Investment, British High Commission, Lagos  
Contact: Marieke Weggemans, World Trade Team, London Chamber of Commerce 
Tel: + 44 [0]20 7203 1823  E-mail: MWeggemans@londonchamber.co.uk

June 10 Oslo Shipping Forum  
www.nhstevents.com/events/ 

June 11 HAMBURG: Seehandelsrecht Vertiefung – Charterparties 
www.ahv.de [Contact: Regina Krol - krol@ahv.de] 

http://www.eabs.info/
http://www.europeafricabusinesssummit.org/index.htm
http://www.europeafricabusinesssummit.org/index.htm
mailto:Kajete@nepadcouncil.org
http://www.actiaconferences.com/
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http://www.freshcongress.com/
http://conferences.dce.ufl.edu/iaabd/
mailto:agribizforum@africacncl.org
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June 11-16 US-Africa Business Conference 
Worchester, MA 
http://www.wpi.edu/News/Conf/NEABC/

June 11-18 Birmingham Chamber of Commerce & Industry market visit to Nigeria and Ghana 
Contact Alethea Warburton at the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce, 75 Harborne Road, Birmingham 
B15 3DH,  Telephone 0121 450 4205, Email:a.warburton@birminghamchamber.org.uk

June 17-18  ST. PETERSBURG: Russian Shipping Finance and Investment Forum 
www.setcorp.ru/main/pressrelease.phtml?news_id=16875&language=english 

June 17-19  AMSTERDAM: TOC Europe 2008 
www.tocevents-europe.com 

June 24-25 European Shortsea Congress  
Dublin 
www.navigatepr.com/conferences.htm 

June 29- 2 The Ghana Italy Chamber of Commerce Trade Expo  
Bergamo, Italy 

 
September 2008 
Sept 14-18 Trade Mission to Nigeria 

Contact: Marieke Weggemans, World Trade Team, London Chamber of Commerce 
Tel: + 44 [0]20 7203 1823  E-mail: MWeggemans@londonchamber.co.uk

 
RMB  18/04/08
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Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM All Africa Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PM PM News 
BBC British Broadcasting Corporation    PRN PR Newswire 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BD Business Day      PS Port Strategy 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT Reuters 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BLB Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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