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A Guide to OTAL's History and Services 

1. Introductory Booklet to OTAL >>  

The following information is intended as a brief overview of OT Africa Line (OTAL) - one of the most 
reliable and innovative transport organisations serving West Africa.  

2.  OT Africa Line >> 

� The most flexible, friendly & accessible line on the West Africa trade 
� Calling at every major port between Nouakchott in Mauritania and Luanda in Angola 
� Offering weekly calls to 80% of all West African ports 
� Renowned West Africa specialist well versed in assisting shippers overcome technical, 

documentary and political issues - niche operator 
� Sailings every 4 days to West Africa from Northern Europe. 
� Consistently third largest carrier on the route with approximately 10% of the trade’s TEU 

(container) and tonnage capacity  
� One of the most expansive agency networks around the world, giving us truly global coverage 
� Established in 1975 offering 32 years of sustained growth and financial strength 
� Experienced and accessible management team 

 
Ports Served 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

    Le Havre 
         Rouen 
Montoir 
Le Verdon 

Hamburg 

Antwerp 

Amsterdam  

Belfast 

Cork 
Dublin 

Rotterdam 

Felixstowe 

Luanda 

Casablanca 

Douala 

Nouakchott 

Dakar 
   Banjul 

 Conakry 

  Lagos / O
nne 

  C
otonou 

  Lom
é 

  Tem
a 

  Takoradi 
  A

bidjan 
  S

an P
edro 

  M
onrovia 

 Freetown 

Matadi & Soyo 
Point Noire 

  Port Gentil 
  Bata / Malabo 

Dunkerque 

Lisbon • Southbound & Northbound Service to/from Europe to West 
Africa 

• A West Africa coastal service is also available see Section 8 

Land-locked services are available 
to Burkina Faso, CAR, Chad Mali & 
Niger- see the CTBL Section: No 7 

Baltic & Scandic services are available to 
/from West Africa via Northern European 
ports - see the Baltic Sea Trade Section: 
No 6 

Leixoes 

 
OTAL can perform the following services on request: 

 
� Cargo preparation and consolidation - expert advice and technical assistance 
� Haulage delivery to our clients' preferred port  
� Container loading - for African imports and exports 
� Pre-Shipment Inspection (PSI) advice, provision of inspection facilities 
� On-carriage arrangements - post shipment haulage through accredited suppliers 
� Shipment - one of the most flexible and frequent carriers to and from West Africa 
� Multi-purpose shipping - container, ro-ro, general cargo and projects 
 
OTAL has built up a considerable reputation for reliability and flexibility meeting the ever-changing 
needs of the trade.  Our fast response to the peaks and troughs in demand has enabled us to 
maintain a first class service.  
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This flexibility is especially important when considering how fragile West Africa’s economies are and 
how prone the region is to political upheavals, foreign debt pressures, depressed commodity prices 
affecting export revenues, and foreign exchange shortages.  Part of OTAL's success is having long 
term commitment to and confidence in the West Africa market. West Africa is one of the most 
demanding and complex trading environments in the world. Fraud, corruption, mis-management and 
political instability are some of the negative features of the region.  As such, the trade requires a 
particular strength of company with plenty of stamina and innovation.  

3. Company Divisions >> 

OT Africa Line (OTAL) 
The name of the group’s shipping line carrying cargo to and from West Africa.  As a liner operator, 
OTAL transports cargo from Northern Europe to West Africa using a fleet of modern container 
vessels.  These sail from Europe every 4 days and perform 35-day round trips to Africa and back.   

• Part of the third largest shipping line serving N Europe to West Africa with 11% of the market 
• Over 190 direct sailings per annum, using six ro-ro , twenty container vessels and coastal 

feeder vessels 
• Over 1,100 port calls covering 18 West African coastal countries  
• Over 800 port calls in 6 European countries 
• Access to the entire CMA-CGM container fleet of 900,000 containers 
• Niche operator  

 
OTAL UK Agency 
The United Kingdom agent for OT Africa Line. With an office in Birmingham this department is 
responsible for OTAL’s commercial interests in the UK. 
 
OTAL Agents 
OTAL employs a large network of agents throughout Europe and West Africa to sell its service, 
consolidate and direct cargoes and to respond to its operational requirements. Full contact details of 
these agents can be found on the company’s web site at www.otal.com 

4.     History of the Line >> 

1975    OT Africa Line (OTAL) was established as a pioneering, roll-on roll-off congestion beating transport 
system to Nigeria. Nigeria went through a massive construction boom with the discovery of oil in the 
mid 1970s. With the stampede to provide construction materials and equipment came a port crisis in 
which queues of up to 360 ships waited off Lagos to discharge their goods. By providing ships that 
could load and discharge quickly, taking up a minimum of quay space, we could overcome the 
congestion difficulties and thereby provide customers with a preferable express service. This 
method had broad appeal and was soon to become an established alternative to that provided by 
the conference lines. 

 
1979 Expanded our range of port calls to include Abidjan in Côte d’Ivoire and Tema in Ghana.   
 

As OTAL and other independent carriers refined their services and shippers began to look beyond 
the conferences, so the trade changed to reflect this development.  The conference system, having 
provided valuable innovation and stability for nearly 150 years, began a sharp decline.  This was 
partly due to a contraction in West African trade and partly due to the rise of independent carriers.  
Another factor was the poor performance of West Africa’s national lines. A proliferation of African 
lines supported by European conference carriers placed huge pressure on the system particularly 
as these lines soon became administrative and financial burdens on the other conference members.  
The more the pressure increased the more the conference members looked for ways of securing 
market share and undermining the independent competitors.  

 
1992   The European conference members were fined heavily by the European Commission for co-opting 

with African lines and local Shippers’ Council authorities in an attempt to stitch up the market and 
force the independent lines out of business.  The Commission took a dim view of this and effectively 
forced the dismantling of the conference apparatus to prevent further abuses.   

 
1995    Acquired two large multi-purpose ro-ro/container sister vessels, Nedlloyd Rochester and Nedlloyd 

Rotterdam.  Renamed MV Kintampo and MV Kagoro respectively. 
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Jan 1998  OTAL announced a new company structure. A unifying holding company was created named OTAL 
Holdings Limited.  Under this name three distinct divisions were created with the objective of 
simplifying the existing corporate structure.  

 
� OT Africa Line: encompasses our global intermodal operations to, from and within West Africa 

together with a UK liner agency business.  The rationalisation of various names has meant that 
OTAL’s branding is now more clearly defined.  

� Antrak Marine: oversees group vessel ownership, ship management, chartering and crewing 
services.  

� Antrak Logistics Group (ALG): manages the group's West African logistics, ship agency 
functions, special projects and airfreight operations (Antrak Freight). 

� The trading names African Ro Ro, Antrak Liner Services (ALS) and Crosstrades Limited will no 
longer exist. These companies will merge with OT Africa Line to create a single, streamlined 
entity. 

 
1998  Competition remains fierce. The trade suffered from over-tonnage, violent peaks and troughs and 

rates spiralled.   Maersk buys Safmarine/CMBT to become the largest competitor on the trade. 
 
Oct 1998 OTAL launches own liner agency OTAL North America in USA and Canada 
 
Jun 1999 OTAL launches MV Kindia named after a town in Guinea 

OTAL's Chairman Honoured for Lifetime Achievement 
OTAL containership's commence calls at Rouen 

 
Aug 1999  OTAL launches MV Kribi named after Cameroon's second port 
 
Oct 1999 Considering the present situation in the trade and the interests of the company, OTAL and Antrak 

International were sold to the Bolloré Group. The object of this move reinforces the Group's position 
in the Europe-Africa trade with the important contribution that OTAL can make, particularly in the 
traffic flows from the UK, Germany and Benelux to the anglophone markets of Ghana and Nigeria.  

 
The OTAL organisation remains independent from Delmas, a Bolloré Group liner shipping 
subsidiary, although potential economies in matters of common interest such as ships and 
containers will be evaluated. The combination of the Bolloré services, OTAL and Delmas means we 
are now the number one player in the North Continent-West Africa market by volume. 
 

Jan 2000  OTAL moves port operations in the Netherlands from Rotterdam to Amsterdam 
2000/2001  OTAL wins 'Shipping Line of the Year' for two years running 
Aug 2000  OTAL offers new barge service from Rotterdam to Antwerp 
Mar 2001  OTAL moves from Port Harcourt to Onne to improve terminal efficiency 
May 2001 Thierry Le Roux joins OTAL as Managing Director 

OTAL expands into the Chinese and Nordic markets 
Dec 2001 OTAL to benefit from U$5million IT system aimed at enhancing customer services 
2002         OTAL joins the EWATA conference [www.ewata.org] 
2004         OTAL expands into Baltic markets 
 
2006        OTAL is purchased by CMA-CGM who also 

acquired Delmas, Setramar, a 50% stake in 
SudCargos, Delmas' vessels, containers and 
headquarters in Le Havre. CMA-CGM, a major 
player on the East-West and North-South trade 
routes, will benefit from OTAL/Delmas’s 
commercial positioning in Africa to further 
develop its worldwide presence. 
 
The complementarities between the companies, 
which have worked together for many years, will 
allow benefits of a significantly extended African 
service network, notably from Asia, the 
Americas, Indian Sub Continent where CMA 
CGM is particularly strong. 
 
OTAL has a new President: Mr Alain Wils who 
will co-ordinate the development of group investments in West and Central Africa and will manage 
the partnerships with the SDV group.  Mr Bill Hobbs becomes the new Managing Director.  

CMA-CGM
� Run by its founder, M. Jacques R. Saadé [1978] 
� Third largest shipping line in the world following the 

purchase of Delmas and related liner shipping 
activities from the Bolloré Group [1st in France] 
� 507,954 TEU representing 5.6% of world trade 
� 16 subsidiary companies [incl Tapis Rouge, ANL, 

MacAndrews, Rail Link] 
� Combined revenue of €4.85bn ($6bn) 
� Annual cargo volumes of 4.42m teu 
� 244 vessels, 900,000 containers, 80 routes [74 ships 

on order = 358,455 TEU] 
� With 216 ports of call in 126 countries and 417 

agencies and offices around the world [including 54 
in China and in 23 in the USA], CMA CGM has a 
strong worldwide network 
� Head office is situated in Marseilles [1,000 staff] 

 
* Figures from CMA & BRS Alphaliner 
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Weekly Container Service [WED] 
 
Vessel Rainbow Marie Nicolas Kumasi Julie 

Type Container Container Container Container Container 
Ship’s Flag Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas Bahamas 
Port of 
Registry 

Nassau Nassau Nassau Nassau Nassau 

Year of Build 2003 2002 2002 2002 2002 
Builder China Shipbuilding 

Corporation, 
Taiwan 

China Shipbuilding 
Corporation, 
Taiwan 

China Shipbuilding 
Corporation, 
Taiwan 

China Shipbuilding 
Corporation, 
Taiwan 

China Shipbuilding 
Corporation, 
Taiwan 

IMO Number 9225782 9220847 9220861 9220859 9225770 
TEU 1590 [2207 

Nominal] 
1590 [2207 
Nominal] 

1590 [2207 
Nominal] 

1590 [2207 
Nominal] 

1590 [2207 
Nominal] 

DWT 30453 30453 30453 30453 30453 
Reefer Plug 350 350 350 350 350 
LOA 195.60 195.6 195.6 195.6 195.60 
Beam 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 30.2 
Gear Profile 2 x 45T + 1 x 40T 2 x 45T + 1 x 40T 2 x 45T + 1 x 40T 2 x 45T + 1 x 40T 2 x 45T + 1 x 40T 
Speed 22.3 22.3 22.3 22.3 22.3 
Propulsion HHI B&W 

8S70MC-C 
HHI B&W 
8S70MC-C 

HHI B&W 
8S70MC-C 

HHI B&W 
8S70MC-C 

HHI B&W 
8S70MC-C 

Comments Ex Louis Sister ship to 
Nicolas/ 
Catherine 

Sister ship to 
Marie/ 
Catherine 

Ex Catherine. 
Sister ship to 
Nicolas/ 
Marie 

Sister ship to 
Ursula/Veronique 

 
 

A direct container service that offers you the advantage of weekly calls to the major West African 
ports of Dakar [Senegal], Abidjan [Cote d’Ivoire], Lome [Togo], Cotonou [Benin] and Tema [Ghana]. 
Five 2,200 TEU container vessels serve this loop every seven days.   
 
The service meets:  

• The Nord Direct service at Dakar [for calls to Banjul, Nouakchott, Monrovia, Freetown] 
• The Nigeria Express at Abidjan [for Lagos Apapa and Lagos Tin Can] 
• The Ro-Ro service at Abidjan [for Matadi, Boma and Soyo] 
• The West Feeder 1 at Abidjan [for Onne, Bata & Malabo]  

 
 
 
 

 
   
Felixstowe 
Wednesday 19.00hrs  
 
Le Havre   
Friday 05.00hrs 
 
Montoir 
Sunday 06.00hrs 
 
 
 
Dakar                        
 
Abidjan    

 
Lome 
 
 
  
 
 

Antwerp 
Tuesday  06.00hrs

Cotonou 

Dakar

Abidjan
Thursday

Tema

Onne 
Bata 
Malabo 
 

Hamburg 
Rotterdam 

Rouen*

* barged for weekly 
service destinations 

Frequency 7 Days 
 
Round Trip 35 Days 
 
Number of Calls 11 per voyage 
 
N. of Voyages 52 per year 
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Ro-Ro Service [ROR] 
 

Vessel Romain Rosa Roland St Roch Laura Lucie 
Type Ro-Ro Ro-Ro Ro-Ro Ro-Ro Ro-Ro Ro-Ro 

Ship’s Flag Gibraltar Liberia Bahamas Bahamas Hong Kong Hong Kong 

Year of Build 1981 1985 1980 1980 1979 1978 

Builder Komuny 
Paryskiej, 
Poland 

Nippon Kokan, 
Tsu 

Komuny 
paryskiej 
Gdynia 

Komuny 
paryskiej 
Gdynia 

Verolme 
Rotterdam 

Verolme 
Rotterdam 

IMO Number 7813705 8315205 7724291 7724306 7704605 7704590 

TEU 1187 Nominal 1446 Nominal 1327 Nominal 1327 Nominal 650 Nominal 650 Nominal 

DWT 24230 27601 24260 24260 22564 22564 

Reefer Plug 80 100 - 440v-
3ph ELH 32-3 
AC 

80 - 440 v / 60 
cy 

82 - 440 v / 60 
cy 

100 100 

LOA 186.49 185 186.48 186.5 196.5 196.5 

Beam 32.26 32.26 32.26 32.3 32.24 32.24 

Gear Profile Geared for 
containers 1 x 
40 tonnes 

Geared for 
containers 1 x 
40 tonnes swl 

Geared for 
containers 1 x 
40 tonnes 

Geared for 
containers 1 x 
40 tonnes 

1 x 40 tonnes 1 x 40 tonnes 

Speed 15 16 17.5 17.5 - - 

GT/NT 31007/ 9302 32951/ 9885 30774/9232 31007/ 9302 35748/10724 35748/10724 

Propulsion Sulzer 
6RND90 

SEMT 
Pielstick 10PC 
2V4 stroke 

Sulzer 6 RND 
90 

Sulzer 6 RND 
90 

De Schelde - 
Sulzer 8 RND 
90M 

De Schelde - 
Sulzer 8 RND 
90M 

Comments Ex Charlotte 
 

Sister ship to 
Rokia 
Ex Rosa 
Tucano 
 

Sister ship to St 
Roch/Romain 
Ex Grand 
Bereby/Saint 
Roparzh/Hoegh 
Banniere 

Sister ship to 
Roland/ 
Romain 
Ex Hoegh 
Belle 
 

Ex Kintampo Ex Kagoro 

 
The Roro service utilises six 1,300 TEU multi-purpose ro-ro vessels, one of which will sail every 
eight days.  

 
Able to carry containerised cargo in addition to rolling stock and project cargo, the service offers the 
fastest transit times in the trade to / from Europe and West Africa.  

 
In addition, Matadi/Boma and Soyo will be served via the West Feeder 2 service leaving every 5 
days from Point Noire [Congo].  
 

 
 

 

 

Amsterdam 

Dunkirk 
 
Antwerp 
 
Rouen 
 
Le Verdon  
                  
Dakar           
                      
Abidjan     
                       
Pointe Noire  
                                            
Port Gentil 
 

Frequency  8 days 
Felixstowe 
Hamburg 
Rotterdam 
 
Le Harve [barged]

 
Round Trip  48 days 
 
Number of calls  14 per voyage 
 
Number of Voyages 45 per year 

Libreville 

San Pedro

Abidjan

Takoradi

Douala 

Matadi/Boma 
Soyo 

11 



A Guide to OTAL's History and Services 

Angola Shuttle Service [AOS]  
 
Vessel Lisboa Kamina Anemone Leixoes Patricia 

Type Container Container Container Container Container 
Ship’s Flag Antigua & 

Barbuda 
Bahamas Netherlands Germany Bahamas 

Port of Registry St John Nassau Willemstad Haren Nassau 
Year of Build 2002 1982 1996 1996 1982 
Builder Peenewerf 

Wolgast n°501 
L’Atlantique, Saint 
Nazaire 

- Gdynia, Poland Chantiers de 
l'Atlantique 

IMO Number 9248916 8002573 9108398 9113458 8002561 
TEU 939 [1200 

Nominal] 
960 [1104 Nominal] 848 [1129 

Nominal] 
820 [1203 
Nominal] 

1,104 [Nominal] 
1,036 [@ 14T] 

DWT 18837 26287 13000 18343 26,287 
Reefer Plug 289 104 plugs 440 v / 

60 cy 
152 reefer plugs 
440 v-60 hz-32 a-3 
h female 

150 104 reefer plugs - 
440 v / 60 cy 

LOA 154.59 176.96 158.75 159.24 176.96 
Beam 24.5 28 24 24 28 
Gear Profile 2X45 Tonnes Fully geared for 

containers 4x40 
Tonnes 

2 x 40 Tonnes 2X43 Tonnes 4 x 40T + 2 x 5T 

Speed 20 16.5 18.5 19 - 
GT/NT 14060/12524.57 20829/8447 14241/ 6256 14473/ 6261 21,357 / 16,267 
Propulsion MAN B&W 7S50 

MC 
Pielstick 10PC4 V 
570 

MAN B&W 7S50 
MC 

Man B&W Pielstick 10PC4 V 
570 

Comments Ex Taurus J Ex Rene Delmas Ex Saturn Ex Steindeich - 
 

OTAL now offers a dedicated service to Angola from Portugal and Belgium. Calling at the main 
Portuguese ports of Leixoes and Lisbon this service offers some of the fastest transit times: 
Lisbon to Luanda, 11 days; Leixoes to Luanda, 12 days. 
 
This service is operated by four 5 x 1200 TEU vessels [Nominal] with a frequency of 10 days. 

 
 
Antwerp 

 
Leixoes 
 
 
 
Lisbon 
 
 
Abidjan 
 

 
Luanda 

 
Dunkirk 
Hamburg 
Felixstowe 
Rotterdam 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frequency  10 days 
 
Round Trip  40 days 
 
Number of calls  5 per voyage 
 
Number of Voyages 37 per year 
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Nord Direct Service [NDI]  
 

Vessel Maroc Portugal Filao 

Type Container Container Container 
Ship’s Flag Cyprus Germany Cyprus 

Port of Registry Limassol Hamburg Limassol 
Year of Build 2006 1992 2006 

Builder Jinling (Chine) Stocznia 
Szczecinska Sa 
Poland 

Jinling 

IMO No 9324954 8900854 9324942 
TEU 700 [1102 

Nominal] 
706 [1021 
Nominal] 

1,100 [Nominal] 
700 [@ 14T] 

DWT 13760 12583 13,760 
Reefer Plug 220 90 reefer plugs - 

380 v / 50 cy -3 ph 
220 

LOA 147.87 149.7 141.37 
Beam 23.25 22.3 23.25 

Gear Profile 2 x 45 Tonnes 2X40 Tonnes 2x45T 

Speed 19.6 17 19.6 

GT/NT 9966/ 5046 9601/4876 - 
Propulsion (1) MAN-B&W, 

7L 58/64 
MAN B&W 6 L 50 
MC 

Man B&W 7L 
58/64 

Comments Ex Fesco 
Aleut 

RC Rickmers Ex Fesco Askold 

 
The Nord Direct service utilises 2 x 750 TEU vessels [to 14 T per voyage] one of which will sail 
every 14 days. The service offers the fastest transit times in the trade to / from Europe and the 
Northern range of West Africa ports covering the geographical range stretching from 
Casablanca, Morocco to Monrovia, Liberia . 

 
East Feeder Service [EFE] 
 

Vessel Cape Hatteras Ambitious D 
Type Container Container 

Ship’s Flag Cyprus Antigua 
Port of Registry Limassol  

Year of Build 1992 1998 

Builder MTW Wismar China Changjiang 
National Shipping Group 

IMO No 9004205 9145243 

TEU 923  Nominal 779 
DWT 12854 8937 

Reefer Plug 204  
LOA 146.73 126.90 

Beam 23.5 20.03 
Gear Profile 2 x 40 Tonne 2 x 40 Tonne 

Speed 18 17.5 
GT/NT 10396 /5417 7,171 

Propulsion MAK 8 M 601  
Comments - Ex Ambitious F 

Ex Steamers Prosperity 
Ex Mekong Progress  

Ex Mariniers Prosperity 
 
The West Feeder 1 service comprises of one container vessels, providing a weekly. This service 
prioritises its rotation to meet the Weekly Service in Abidjan. 

 
 

 
 
 
Le Havre 
 
Casablanca* 
 
Nouakchott 
 
Dakar  
 
Abidjan 
 
 

Monrovia

 
Freetown 

 
ntwerp 

 
 
Hamburg 
Felixstowe 
Rotterdam 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A

* Coastal service only 

Frequency  14 days 
 
Round Trip  48 days 
 
Number of calls  8 per voyage 
 
Number of Voyages 30 per year 

 
Abidjan 

 
Malabo 

 
 Frequency   7 days 

Round trip   7 days 

Number of voyages 52 
 

 

 
 
Bata 
 
 

Onne
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West Feeder Service [WFE] 
 

Vessel St Georg Dimitra Haydee Congo 
Type Container Container Container Container 

Ship’s Flag Antigua & 
Barbuda 

Malta Panama Panama 

Port of 
Registry 

St John Valetta Panama Panama 

Year of 
Build 

1993 1982 1980 1990 

Builder Sanym 
shipyard, 

Buenos Aires 

Singapore 
Shipbuilding & 
Engeneering  

Rickmers yard Verolme 
Scheepswerf, 
Netherlands 

IMO No 9014298 8017308 7920429 8820248 
TEU 300 Nominal 466 Nominal 580 Nominal 1000 Nominal 
DWT 5680 7826 7954 10345 

Reefer Plug 38 40 50 98 
LOA 99.9 120.54 126.51 140.1 

Beam 18.2 18.4 118.03 21.5 
Gear Profile 2 x 36 tonnes 2 x 40 tonnes 2 x 35 tonnes 2 x 40 tonnes 

Speed 14 13 - 18 
GT/NT 4793/2519 5371/2973 5589/3422 8777/5043 

Propulsion - Ishikawajima-
Harima 4413 kw 

Kawasaki man 
k5z52 

Wartzila V12 

Comments - Ex Lisboa - Ex Roerborg 

Pointe Noire 

 
Boma 

 

Soyo-Qinfuquena 
NB: 1/2 

Matadi 

Frequency    5 days

Round Trip   5 days

Number of Voyages 73 

 
The West Feeder 2 service comprises of four vessels which offer a 5 day rotation. This service 
will prioritise its rotation to meet the Ro-Ro South Service in Pointe Noire. 

10.  Equipment >> 

OT Africa Line is pleased to provide shippers with a range of Bureau Veritas quality accredited, ISO 
standard container and cargo handling units.   
 
The line has access to a mixed container fleet of over 900,000 TEUs, catering for food grade, 
reefer, ventilated, hazardous, high cube and standard shipping requirements. Inspections are 
regularly carried out to check that the containers are in good order.   

 
Please visit http://www.otal.com/Services/equipgen.htm for complete container specifications and 
advice on how to pack a container. 
 
All technical details given are non contractual. They are non 
exhaustive and given as examples. For further information please 
contact our logistics department.  
 
Standard Containers  
OTAL offers 20ft and 40ft general-purpose containers.  
Manufactured from high tensile corten steel, they are suitable for most types of cargo.   This is by 
far the most common type of container.  It is suitable for the cargo of most dry goods, including 
those packed in cartons, cases, sacks, bales, pallets, drums etc… 

 
20' Dryvan – 20’ x 8’ x 8’6” 

 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width
Metric 5.9m 2.35m 2.39m 2.34m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.28m 28,250 kgs 2,230 kgs 33.2 cbm 
 
40' Dryvan – 40’ x 8’ x 8’6” 

 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width
Metric 12.03m 2.35m 2.39m 2.34m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.28m 26,740 kgs 3,740 kgs 67.8 cbm 
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Ventilated Containers [Vents] 
Ventilated containers are used not only to carry cargoes susceptible to the effects of condensation. 
With identical payloads, internal capacities and door configurations as standard dry freight 
containers vents have been specifically designed to allow their use for general cargoes when not 
required for goods needing ventilation.  
 
Therefore they act as dual purpose containers capable of taking moisture-sensitive cargoes in one 
direction and general cargoes in the other.  
 

20' Ventilated Container – 20’ x 8’ x 8’6” 
 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width

Metric 5.9m 2.33m 2.40m 2.33m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.29m 28,030 kgs 2,230 kgs 33 cbm 
 

Refrigerated Containers [Reefers] 
If your cargo is perishable, chilled or frozen, everything depends upon it reaching its destination in 
perfect condition. Refrigerated containers are ideal for shipping this type of cargo. Reefers are 
similar to dry containers, with the exception that they include a built in refrigeration unit to keep 
perishable goods cold or frozen.  
 
As experienced reefer operators OTAL are well positioned to handle all kinds of perishable and 
temperature sensitive commodities from pineapples to photochromatic materials. 
 
OTAL has access to refrigerated and heated containers that are equipped with a mechanical 
refrigeration unit capable of transporting cargo at temperatures from -25ºC to +25ºC, accurate to a 
tenth of a degree.  These units are fitted with controllable air vents to renew air inside the container. 
 

20' Reefer - 20’ x 8’ x 8’6”
 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width

Metric 5.45m 2.29m 2.27m 2.29m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.26m 27,200 kgs 3,010 kgs 28.6 cbm 
  
40' Reefers - 40’ x 8’ x 8’6”

 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width
Metric 11.56m 2.26m 2.22m 2.28m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.19m 25,830 kgs 4,560 kgs 58 cbm 

 
In response to the rising demand for specialist containers on the steadily maturing West Africa 
trade, OTAL can also offer a range of 40ft high cube refrigerated containers .  
 

40' High Cube Reefers - 40’ x 8’ x 9’6”
 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width

Metric 11.58m 2.29m 2.55m 2.28m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.43m 25,800 / 29,300 kgs 4,140 / 4,700 kgs 58 cbm 
 

High Cubes  
High cubes are containers that provide extra height inside. High 
cubes are the same basic dimensions as a standard dry container, 
but provide 1 foot of extra cargo space.  
 
High cube containers are used to accommodate large, bulky but not 
very dense (heavy) cargo. 
 

40' High Cube - 40’ x 8’ x 9’6”
 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width

Metric 12.03m 2.35m 2.70m 2.34m 
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 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity

Metric 2.58m 26,580 kgs 3900 kgs 76.4 cbm 
 

Open Tops 
Open top units are designed to allow loading through both the top 
opening and the rear doors and are consequently suitable for the 
carriage of awkward and indivisible cargoes, whose handling and 
loading can only be performed with a crane or rolling bridge. 
Tiltable half-height open top containers are specially designed to 
carry bulk minerals. 

 
The roof is replaced by a tarpaulin to allow loading and discharge 
from above. The tarpaulin covering means cargo is fully protected from the elements. Manufactured 
from steel, open top containers come in 20 ft and 40 ft sizes. Open tops are equipped with a 
swinging header to the door opening, hinged doors on both sides and removable roof bows and 
tarpaulin.  
 

20' Open Tops - 20’ x 8’ x 8’6”
 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width

Metric 5.89m 2.35m 2.34m 2.34m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.28m 28,280 kgs 2,200 kgs 32.0 cbm  
40' Open Tops - 40’ x 8’ x 8’6”

 Inside Length Inside Width Inside Height Door Width
Metric 12.03m 2.35m 2.34m 2.34m 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric 2.28m 26,600 kgs 3,880 kgs 66 cbm 

 
Bolsters/ Flat Racks 
These containers are designed to facilitate the carriage of cargo in 
excess of the dimensions available in either general purpose or 
open top containers. Suitable for heavy and bulky semi-finished 
goods, as well as out of gauge cargo. Bolsters are also known as 
flats, platforms or pontoons.  
 
A flat rack consists of a flat bed with no sides. Suitable lashing 
points are fitted to the floor of the container.  It should be noted that no tarpaulin cover is supplied, 
therefore cargo should be suitably weather protected.  
 

20' Bolsters 
 Length Width Height Door Width

Metric 6.05m 2.43m 0.27m N/A 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric N/A 20,000 kgs 1,890 kgs N/A 
 

 
Collapsible Flat Racks 
These containers are designed to facilitate the carriage of cargo in excess of the dimensions 
available in either general purpose or open top containers. Flat racks are also known as collapsible 
flats or stack racks or stack masters. 
 
A collapsible flat rack consists of a flat bed with two bulkheads at each end. Some have ends that 
fold down, others have only 4 corner posts, and some have fixed ends.  
 
Suitable lashing points are fitted to the floor and/or the side rails of the container, (each with a Safe 
Working Load of 2023 kg).  It should be noted that no tarpaulin cover is supplied, therefore cargo 
should be suitably weather protected.  
 

20' Flat - 20’ x 8’ x 8’6”
 Length Height Inside Height Door Width

Metric 6.02m 2.21m N/A N/A 
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 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity

Metric N/A 31,250 kgs 2,750 kgs N/A 
 

Length between end headers (mm) L2 5.92m  
Length between corner posts (mm) L3 5.63m  
Width between corner posts (mm) W1 2.22m  
Width of floor (mm) W2 2.20m  
Width between side accessory pockets (mm) W3 2.15m  
 
40' Flat - 40’ x 8’ x 8’6”

 Length Height Inside Height Door Width
Metric 12.19m 2.59m N/A N/A 
 

 Door Height Max Payload Average Tare w/t Nominal Capacity
Metric N/A 399,980 / 44,900 kgs 5,100 kgs N/A 
 

Length between end headers (mm) L2 12.05m  
Length between corner posts (mm) L3 11.65m  
Width between corner posts (mm) W1 2.22m  
Width of floor (mm) W2 2.37m  
Width between side accessory pockets (mm) W3 N/A  

11.  Cargo Care >> 

We take a huge pride in providing a reliably safe and secure transport service targeting zero delays.  
West Africa is not an easy transport market - so we try to meet its challenges by implementing a 
continuous programme of  'cargo care'.  This entails continuously changing our documentation to 
counter attempted fraud; changing our security procedures on-board vessels; and, employing a host 
of anti-theft, loss and damage tactics in our depots and terminals. 

12.  Brochures/Newsletters/Transport Reports >> 

Part of our corporate philosophy is that we believe in sharing our market knowledge with customers 
in order to help promote the sub-region. This may come in the form of our regular weekly e-bulletins 
or via our transport reports. If you would like to subscribe to this service please contact 
rmb@otal.com 
 
By helping customers appreciate the trading environment as we see it, we are in some small way 
helping trade.  What is good for trade must be good for us as one of the largest lines serving the 
sub-region.  Customers can benefit from our market intelligence by contacting our Marketing 
department in Birmingham or your local agency office (contact details below). 

13.   Website >> 

For further information on all our services log on to our website at www.otal.com
 

• OTAL sailing schedules  
• West African port, regulatory & PSI advice 
• Commodity news bulletins 
• On-carriage connections  
• World-wide office listings 
• Cargo handling capabilities 
• Recent press releases  
• Hotlinks to other sites of interest 

14.  Good Corporate Citizenship >> 

Good corporate citizenship is part of OTAL’s tradition and today we donate container transportation 
services to those in need.  Organisations and causes supported by OTAL include the ‘United 
Nation’s World Food Programme’, ‘Sightsavers’, the Sierra Leone based ‘National Commission for 
Reconstruction, Resettlement and Rehabilitation’ (NCRRR) amongst many others. 
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15.  Summary >> 

The years of experience possessed by OT Africa Line has spanned a complete cargo transport 
revolution.  This has been instrumental in enabling the Line to achieve its objective of being one of 
the most innovative and flexible carriers on the West Africa Trade.  Reliable, professional and well 
informed agents around the world also play an integral part in this strategy and we hope that this 
document underscores this concept. 
 
� Worldwide transport service 
� Dedicated as a West Africa trades 

specialist 
� Expert consolidation 
� Complex and large projects 
� Sensitive agricultural and  forestry 

products 
� General cargo and groupage 
� Documentary formalities and advice 

� Through bills of lading 
� Help with ‘Terms of Shipping’ 
� Pre/Post shipment formalities 
� Customs clearance 
� Cargo marshalling, storage, warehousing 
� On-carriage throughout West Africa 
� Competitive rates 
� Friendly and accessible service 

 

16.  Contact Details >> 

For further information, please contact OT Africa Line Head Office or your nearest OTAL agent:
 

OTAL Birmingham 
52 Charlotte Street 
Birmingham  
B3 1AR 

Tel: +44 (0) 121 236 5046 
Fax: +44 (0) 121 200 1196 
E-mail:  enquiries@otal.com 
Web: www.otal.com
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