


OT Africa Line’s                     
West African Commodity Report 
Issue: March 2008 
CONTENTS >> 
 
COCOA >> ……………………………………………………………….……………………………………….. 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals Seen 963,000 T By Feb 17 
Ivorian San Pedro Cocoa Arrivals 398,322T By Feb 10 
Scarce Cocoa Supplies Push Cameroon Prices Higher  
Cameroon Aug-Jan Cocoa Exports Down 3% On Year 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Registrations 721,567 T By Jan 18 
Cocoa Prices Hit 24 Year Peak  
Ghana Cocoa Board To Construct Warehouses At Takoradi Port 
Early End To Ivorian Main Crop 
Ghana Cocoa Purchases Reach 501,000 T By Jan 24 
Ivory Coast BCC Call Off Strike 
German Authorities Raid Offices Of Leading Chocolate Makers 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals Seen 924,000 Tonnes By Feb 3 
Africa: Firms Join Cocoa Certification System 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals 898,836 Tonnes By Jan 27 
Cameroon Cocoa Fund Sees Launch In February 
Cameroon To Set Up Market Days 
Ivory Coast BCC Cocoa Bourse Staff Resume Strike 
Ghana Cocoa Purchases Reach 480,232 T by Jan 10 
New International Cocoa Verification Board Formed 
Ghana Ministry of Finance Signs MOU For Cocoa Roads Implementation Project 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals Seen 898,000 T By Jan 27 
 
COFFEE >> ………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
Ivorian Coffee Registrations 36,824 T By Jan 18 
DRC Coffee Output Predicted To Rise This Year  
Cameroon Coffee Exports Rose Last Season Says Industry Body 
Global Coffee Output Forecast For 2008/09 Unchanged Says ICO 
 
COTTON & TEXTILES & CHEMICALS >> ………………………….……………………………………….. 
Bush Tells African Cotton Producers Subsidies Are US Matter 
Cameroon 07/08 Cotton Output Seen Falling 25% 
Togo Slashes Cotton Forecast Due To Poor Rains 
Africa Cotton States Urge EU To Cut Subsidies More 
Delayed Rainfall Caps Ivory Coast's Cotton Harvest 
Intervention Fund Agreed For Textile Industry 
African Nations Stand Firm On Cotton Subsidies Issue 
Cotton: A Development Priority 
EU Pledges Commitment To Development For African Cotton Producing Countries 
CMA CGM / Advens Take Part In Dagris Privatization  
Cotton Industry Players Hold Dialogue 
 
FOODSTUFFS, NUTS, PULSES, PALM OIL, SPICES, FRUITS & VEG >>……………….…………….. 
Gambia Groundnut Trading 
 
TIMBER >> …………………………………..………………………………………….……………………….. 
West Africa Prices Unchanged Despite Market Concerns 
Ghana, EU Negotiate Timber Deal 
Mid-Month Price Levels Hold In West Africa 
DRC Receives US$64 Million For Forest Reforms 
Ghanaian Government Revises Forest Revenue Sharing Ratio 
Ghana: First National Forest Forum [NFF] 



Ghana TUC General Secretary Advocates Merger Of GAWU And TWU 
 
TOBACCO >> ………………………………..………………………………………….………………………. 
 
 
This report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   
 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest commodity news 
affecting West Africa.   By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you 
with up-to the minute strategic information.   
 
 
 
 
Disclaimer of liability:
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. 
No responsibility is accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the 
information.  
 
Accordingly OTAL denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered 
by any person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole 
responsibility of the reader. 
 



 
COCOA >> 
 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals Seen 963,000 T By Feb 17 
Cocoa arrivals at ports in world top grower Ivory Coast reached around 963,000 tonnes from Oct. 1 to 
Feb. 17, compared with 877,384 tonnes in the same period of the previous season. Exporters 
estimated around 18,000 tonnes of beans were delivered to the West African state's two ports 
between Feb. 11-17, up from 9,316 tonnes in the same week a year ago. [RT 18/02/08] 
 
Ivorian San Pedro Cocoa Arrivals 398,322T By Feb 10 
Cocoa arrivals at Ivory Coast's port of San Pedro reached 398,322 tonnes from Oct. 1 to Feb. 10, 
according to data from the Coffee and Cocoa Bourse [BCC]. That compared with 357,821 tonnes 
delivered to the port during the same period of the 2006/07 season. The figures showed 8,443 tonnes 
arrived at San Pedro port from Feb. 4 to Feb. 10, up from 7,451 tonnes in the same period of the 
2006/07 season. [RT 18/02/08] 
 
Scarce Cocoa Supplies Push Cameroon Prices Higher 
Cocoa prices in Cameroon climbed higher in February as the supply of beans from upcountry slowed 
to a trickle and the main crop harvest ground to a close.  At Kumba, in the South-West province which 
produces half of Cameroon's cocoa, farmers said cocoa beans were selling at up to 800 CFA francs 
[$1.78] per kg, versus 740 CFA francs last month.  
 
In Centre province, which produces around 30% of Cameroon's cocoa, prices also inched higher.  At 
Emana, some 70 km north of the capital Yaounde, prices rose to 800 CFA francs per kg, versus 750-
780 in January. At Bafia, 50 km further north, prices ranged from 800 to 820 CFA francs, up from 750-
800 last month. 
 
Farmers in the South and East provinces, which make up the remaining 20% of Cameroon's 
production, said the main crop was finished and there were no more beans on the market. Farmers 
expect the mid crop to get underway by April. 
 
Cameroon's cocoa season runs from Aug. 1 to July 31, with peak harvesting from November to 
January. This year it was delayed till December because of heavy and prolonged rainfall. Cameroon is 
the world's fourth biggest cocoa producer, with the 2006/2007 harvest rising 9% to 179,239 tonnes. 
[PL 19/02/08] 
 
Cameroon Aug-Jan Cocoa Exports Down 3% On Year 
Cameroon exported 133,082 tonnes of cocoa beans during the first six months of the 2007/2008 
season, from Aug. 1 to Jan. 31, down 3% from the same period a year earlier. Bean exports for 
January were 34,271 tonnes, sharply up from 14,783 tonnes a year earlier, according to information 
from the Cocoa and Coffee Interprofessional Board [CCIB]. [RT 18/02/08] 
 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Registrations 721,567 T By Jan 18 
Ivory Coast cocoa beans registered for export in the 2007/08 season totalled 721,567 tonnes by Jan. 
18, down from 740,825 tonnes by the same stage a year earlier, according to BCC data. The average 
cost, insurance and freight [CIF] price paid by international cocoa buyers such as Cadbury 
Schweppes and Mars was 922 CFA francs [$2.06] per kg in the period, up from 852 CFA a year 
earlier, the data showed. Cocoa beans must be exported within 21 days of registration. [RT 18/02/08] 
 
Cocoa Prices Hit 24 Year Peak  
Cocoa prices in New York hit a 24 year peak while London notched its highest price since April 2003 
after 12 days of climbing as fund buying in the soft commodity pushed the bullish elements of the 
market.  The May contract on ICE Futures US surged to an intraday price of $2,535 a tonne, its 
highest level since mid-1984, before closing at $2,455 a tonne. In London the May cocoa contract hit 
£1,309 [$2,579] a tonne on Wednesday before settling at £1,294 a tonne. [PL 18/02/08]  
 
Nigerian Cocoa Industry In A Quandary 
A longer-than-usual dry harmattan season in Nigeria's key south west cocoa farming zone has raised 
fears of sharp decline in the imminent light crop according to the Cocoa Association of Nigeria [CAN]. 
[IOL 15/02/08] 
 
Ghana Cocoa Board To Construct Warehouses At Takoradi Port 
The Ghana Cocoa Board [COCOBOD] is to construct a new cocoa warehouse with a 10,000 metric 
tonnes capacity at Takoradi port.  An invitation for tender has been issued with a deadline set for 
26/03/08. [Local Agent 15/02/08] 
 
Early End To Ivorian Main Crop  



Lack of rain and hot weather in Ivory Coast's southwest cocoa growing region have brought an early 
end to the main crop, dashing farmers' hopes for a bumper season and reducing exporters' overall 
harvest forecasts. Exporters have cut nearly 50,000 tonnes from previous forecasts that the October 
to March main crop would yield at least 1.1 million tonnes with 1.05 million tonnes as a more realistic 
figure. [RT 14/02/08] 
 
Ghana Cocoa Purchases Reach 501,000 T By Jan 24 
Cocoa purchases declared by private buyers to Ghana's Cocobod industry regulator reached 501,000 
tonnes between Oct. 19 and Jan. 24. This was 6% higher than the 472,337 tonnes of cocoa received 
by Cocobod in the comparative first 14 weeks of last season's main crop. Purchases in the 14th week 
ending January 24 were 10,457 tonnes. 
 
Cocobod has set a target of 650,000 tonnes for the 2007/08 season, including a projected 600,000 
tonnes for the October to May main crop. This compares with total production in the 2006/07 season 
of 614,469 tonnes. [RT 13/02/08] 
 

 
 
Ivory Coast BCC Call Off Strike 
BCC staff have called off their strike after losing a bid to remove the body's controversial director, but 
they won additional pay. The agriculture ministry said that industry executives including BCC Director 
Tano Kassi Kadio would keep their jobs until it had completed a corruption investigation.  
 
The cocoa export registration system is now back to normal although some 380,000 tonnes of cocoa 
beans are backed up in warehouses at Abidjan and San Pedro ports. [RT 11/02/08] 
 
German Authorities Raid Offices Of Leading Chocolate Makers 
Germany’s Federal Cartel Office and prosecutors have raided the offices of seven confectionery 
groups including Kraft Foods, Nestle, Mars and Ritter on suspicion of chocolate price fixing.  Other 
companies received letters from the cartel office informing them they were part of an industry-wide 
investigation. The investigation was sparked by several companies within a few weeks of each other 
announcing price hikes for chocolate products. Prices were raised by around 10% to 12% on average, 
with companies citing a surge in the price of cocoa and nuts. Swiss chocolate maker Lindt Spruengli 
and Sarotti maker Stollwerck, were not part of the probe. [PL 11/02/08] 
 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals Seen 924,000 Tonnes By Feb 3 



Cocoa arrivals at ports in world top grower Ivory Coast reached around 924,000 tonnes from Oct. 1 to 
Feb. 3, compared with 851,439 tonnes delivered in the same period of the previous season. Exporters 
estimated around 25,000 tonnes of beans were delivered to the West African state's two ports 
between Jan. 28 and Feb. 3, up from 20,679 tonnes in the same week a year ago. This is the 
declining phase of the main crop with levels below 30,000 tonnes. [RT 07/02/08] 
 
Africa: Firms Join Cocoa Certification System 
Mars, Inc., Nestli and ECOM Agroindustrial have joined the UTZ CERTIFIED Good Inside Cocoa 
Program to work towards sustainability in mainstream cocoa production. These three companies join 
Cargill, Heinz Benelux, Ahold and Solidaridad, who announced the start of this program in October 
2007. The initiative is also supported by Oxfam Novib.  
 
The UTZ certified Good Inside Cocoa Program will implement a credible certification system for 
mainstream cocoa production to enable the industry and consumers to know their cocoa is produced 
in a sustainable and responsible manner. This will be achieved by strengthening the capacity of 
farmer groups and through independent certification of improved agricultural, social and environmental 
practices.  
 
The program partners are currently working on the development of a Code of Conduct for sustainable 
cocoa production, together with different stakeholders from the cocoa industry and local and 
international non-governmental organisations. A representative team has travelled to Cote d’Ivoire to 
better understand local conditions and challenges.  
 
The sustainability criteria in the Code of Conduct will be put into practice in that country through pilot 
projects in 2008 and early 2009. In the following years, UTZ CERTIFIED plans to test and roll out the 
certification program in other cocoa producing countries. The first cocoa is expected to be available in 
the second half of 2009. 
 
Good Inside Cocoa Program continues to actively seek co-operation with other interested companies 
and stakeholders in the cocoa supply chain. Other partners are invited to join the program and 
participate in the pilot phase to further define the program. More information on the UTZ CERTIFIED 
Good Inside Cocoa Program is available at: www.utzcertified.org/cocoa 
 
Ivory Coast Cocoa Arrivals 898,836 Tonnes By Jan 27 
Cocoa arrivals at Ivory Coast's ports reached 898,836 tonnes from Oct. 1 to Jan. 27. That compared 
with 830,760 tonnes delivered to the ports during the same period of the 2006/07 season, the data 
showed. The figures showed 32,836 tonnes arrived at the country's two ports in Abidjan and San 
Pedro ports from January 21-27, up from 25,485 tonnes in the same period of the 2006/07 season. 
[RT 04/02/08] 
 
Cameroon Cocoa Fund Sees Launch In February 
Cameroon will launch a long-delayed fund in February to offer cheap credit to cocoa and coffee 
farmers and increase their output. The National Cocoa and Coffee Fund [NCCF] will loosen the grip of 
unlicensed merchants on cocoa buying in the interior, by reducing farmers' dependence on the ready 
cash they offer. 
 
The fund was originally created by presidential decree in 2005 as part of efforts to revive the cocoa 
and coffee sectors, but it failed to get off the ground due to lack of finances. Finance has now been 
raised although figures have not been published. As well as providing credit to individual farmers, the 
fund will help farmers' groups, including financing purchases of fertiliser and pesticides, which are 
usually cheaper in bulk. Encouraging farmers to buy and sell as a group increases their bargaining 
power, meaning they can demand higher prices from buyers, industry operators say. The fund also 
has a mandate to promote cocoa and coffee cultivation by financing initiatives to bring in new farmers 
to the sector, extend existing farms and improve yields. 
 
Cameroon has been trying to raise its cocoa output in recent seasons with limited success. Production 
in the 2006/07 season rose to 179,243 tonnes from 163,821 tonnes the previous year. 
 
Industry officials say delays in setting up the fund have perpetuated the activities of illegal merchants 
they accuse of underpaying farmers who need quick cash payments. Unlicensed buyers often travel to 
areas their licensed counterparts avoid due to the poor state of roads in many of Cameroon's key 
growing regions. That way smallholders without access to vehicles can at least sell their cocoa, but it 
leaves them open to exploitation in the absence of competition or a transparent market. [RT 31/0/1/08] 
 
Cameroon To Set Up Market Days 
Under plans to overhaul cocoa trading at the farm gate, Cameroon is setting up a system of market 
days to bring farmers and buyers together in cocoa growing areas. The markets have begun in parts 



will continue this year. Also as Least Developed Countries, Mali, Benin and Burkina Faso already 
have full duty and quota free access to the EU market, integration into regional Economic Partnership 
Agreements would provide additional trade benefits, including new agreements on development 
cooperation and the opportunity to benefit from reformed rules of origin. 
 
EU cotton production represents only 2% of global output. EU trade in cotton is completely free: no 
import duties or quantitative restrictions apply and no refunds are paid on exports. The EU is a net 
importer of cotton. EU cotton subsidies have no distorting effect on the international market. 
 
The cotton sector in Benin, Chad, Burkina Faso and Mali employs around 2 million workers. This 
means that in these countries about 15 million people depend on cotton production and export for their 
living. In the major cotton producing African states, cotton accounts for between 50 and 80% of 
exports. Any downward pressure on cotton prices puts these people at serious risk. The subsidisation 
of cotton exports by developed countries has a disastrous effect on prices for these countries, and that 
is why the EU has strongly called for the elimination of all forms of exports refunds 
 

 
 
For the implementation of the EU-Africa Partnership on Cotton agreed in 2004, the EU has made 
available substantial financial assistance. More than €260 million has been allocated to cotton 
programmes and projects since 2004. This has been a substantial and major source of support that 
can be used in mitigating negative effects of the fall in cotton prices on the macro-economies of the 
countries concerned. This total amount is by far the most important contribution to cotton by any 
development partner. [European Commission 06/02/08] 
 
CMA CGM / Advens Take Part In Dagris Privatization  
The French Minister of the Economy, Finance and Employment has selected Geocoton Holding’s offer 
to acquire a 51% stake in state controlled Dagris. Geocoton Holding, is an entity in which Advens and 
CMA CGM hold a 51% and 49% stake, respectively. Once the privatization procedure is completed 
and the employee representative authorities have been informed and consulted, as required prior to 
any acquisition, Geocoton Holding will become Dagris’ majority shareholder.  
  
Dagris is an integrated agro-industrial group upstream from textile production with operations spanning 
the entire cotton value chain.  Dagris’ central base of operations is in Africa and Central Asia where it 
concentrates its resources and know-how in four core business activities: cotton fiber and seed 
production, cotton fiber sales and quality control, production and sale of oil crops and supply of logistical 
services.  
  
Geocoton Holding will provide Dagris with management, operations and logistics support.  Its strong ties 
with all major players in the industry will also prove invaluable to Dagris. Furthermore, each shareholder 



contributes its own particular assets including relationships fostered with producers, in-depth knowledge 
of industrial base management in Africa, and expertise in logistics and transport.  
  
This transaction will result in the first French agro-industrial group located in West and Central Africa.  It 
will shore up the cotton and peanut industries which provide a livelihood, both directly and indirectly, for 
25 million Africans. [CMA-CGM 31/01/08] 
 
Cotton Industry Players Hold Dialogue  
The closure of some cotton companies in the northern region due to lack of supply of raw materials 
has come as a blow to cotton farmers who depend largely on its production for their livelihoods. The 
cut in supply has been attributed to erratic weather patterns that have affected the region for the past 
three years. The result has been low yields from cotton fields, which has consequently affected 
incomes of farmers' and has made it difficult for cotton companies to retrieve loans. Another source of 
worry is the high cost of inputs, which makes it impossible for a good percentage of them to pay back 
their loans. The dwindling world market price of lint in recent years has also affected the price of seed 
cotton produced by the largely peasant farmers. 
A meeting organised by the Cotton Growers Association with support from the BUSAC Fund, was held 
in Tamale on 25/01/08. The Cotton Growers Association of Ghana voiced the difficulties facing the 
cotton sub sector and that these had led to a reduction of farmer population by 30% in the three 
northern regions.  
 
Farmers appealed to the government to reduce the importation of textile material [particularly from the 
US] by 50% in order to encourage the use of locally produced materials. They also urged government 
to implement the President's Special Initiative on cotton and ensure timely and meaningful credit to the 
sector.  
 
Stakeholders also appealed for the establishment of a board to market cotton produced in the country 
and the establishment of a Cotton Seed Unit with the support of the Savannah Research Institute 
[SARI] in order to produce high quality cotton seed.  
 
Meanwhile many noted that the decision to lift tariffs on imported lint cotton since 2006 dealt a final 
blow to the industry and called for the improvement of extension services and support to farmers in 
improving quality and per hectare yield as well as creating investor motivation and friendly policies to 
attract private investment into the industry. [GNA 25/01/08] 

FOODSTUFFS, NUTS, PULSES, PALM OIL, SPICES, FRUITS & VEG >> 
 
Gambia Groundnut Trading 
As the groundnut trade season reaches its climax, the industry is expressing disappointment over the 
low tonnage of groundnut sale registered so far.  The north registered only 430 tonnes, while the 
south registered 2,113 tonnes, making a total of 2,543 tonnes. Previously estimates were around 
15,000 tonnes, well short. Very few farmers are taking nuts to the depots as they believe that they will 
get a better price in Senegal. [FOROYAA 13/02/08]  

TIMBER >> 
 
West Africa Prices Unchanged Despite Market Concerns 
No changes were reported for West African log export prices, which have now held steady over the 
past few weeks. China and India continue as the major buyers and apart from a few relatively minor 
recent adjustments due to demand pressures, prices for the main species have remained remarkably 
steady over recent months. Despite the rather gloomy forecasts for the US and European economies, 
the timber trade has not so far discerned any major effects, though West African exporters are 
expressing some concern that sawn lumber prices may be vulnerable should signs of real economic 
downturn begin to impact construction and associated trades through the second quarter. Log prices 
are more likely to remain steady as supply is curtailed through the full implementation of the quota 
system in Gabon. The latest reports are that the quota is now in place and producers and exporters 
are subject to the quotas being finalized. 
 
The quota system in Congo Brazzaville has been in force for some months and affected the total 
supply available for export from the region. Equatorial Guinea recently announced a total ban on log 
exports from its much depleted forest resources. However, there are reports that logs are still being 
exported. It is not yet clear whether this is only the completion of existing contracts or if the ban is 
being flouted. 
 
For sawn lumber, prices are also unchanged. Exporters nervous over competition from lower priced 
Malaysian meranti have not seen their fears realized and demand from Europe for the favorite species 



is within the normal range for the winter season. Sapele supply is still very much tighter than in the 
past because of the lower availability in recent months from Central African Republic, while sipo is in 
normal high demand, especially from German buyers. 
 
House sales in the UK have slowed but the overall shortfall in the number of new houses being 
constructed is to be addressed by government plans for up to 3 million new houses to be built, some 
on controversial Greenfield sites over the next few years. Though this would benefit mainly the 
suppliers of structural softwoods, there would be demand for new furniture and fittings in hardwoods, 
including the fashionable solid wood flooring. There are some signs that the hardwood flooring market 
in the UK has slowed recently, with stronger competition forcing prices lower. This far down the 
product line it could be quite some time before any major effect was felt in the West African supply 
countries. [ITTO 1-15th Feb 2008] 
 

 
 
Ghana, EU Negotiate Timber Deal 
Ghana is currently negotiating a timber trade agreement, the Voluntary Partnership Agreement [VPA], 
with the European Union, its biggest export market for timber. The agreement which is likely to be 
reached by early 2008 is hoped to reduce illegal logging, reverse the devastation of the country’s 
forests and halt the slide in timber sales to Europe.  
 
Once implemented, timber products covered by the agreement can only be sold in Europe with a 
license certifying their legality. But skeptics warn that high domestic demand for timber and a growth 
in non-European markets may limit the impact of the deal. Some European government buyers have 
already tightened timber procurement policies as they only want to buy timber that is clearly certified.  
 
Ghanaian timber makes up just 6% of European imports, though roughly half of all Ghanaian timber 
exports are destined for Europe. In 2004, some 60% of Ghana's timber exports went to Europe. These 
days, European buyers take just 42% due to both the growing wariness amongst European buyers 
and the growth in markets elsewhere in the world.  
 
There is a danger that exporters will buy illegally-harvested timber and sell it to less closely-regulated 
markets, but Ghanaian law prohibits the export of raw logs, favoured by China, whose demand for 
commodities can shadow environmental and other concerns. The country also wants to ensure only 
legally-harvested timber is sold locally. Timber is one of Ghana’s biggest foreign exchange earners as 
it bagged over US$1 billion in 2007. [Modern Ghana 04/02/08] 
 
Mid-Month Price Levels Hold In West Africa 
Continuing price trends from mid January, West African exporters have held all log prices unchanged 
through the end of January. Demand has not changed and buyers for China are maintaining their 
policy of purchasing a more limited number of species. Indian demand remains firm for belli, but at 
slightly lower prices than negotiated at the end of 2007. There are signs of a revived interest in okan 



and it is possible prices may recover from the recent lower levels resulting from falling demand in the 
past year. Sipo and sapele have held firmly to recent price gains for both logs and lumber. Exporters 
are less nervous about more competitive prices for Far East species. The early February celebrations 
for the Chinese New Year will cause the normal slow down in logging and sawmilling. Consequently, 
there is unlikely to be any surge in production until mid-February. 
Although all traders are watching the global market carefully, the full impact of the market seems not 
to have a sharp bearing on the industry. The fall of US housing prices and house demand, together 
with a reported surplus of unsold new-build housing in Spain, are affecting timber markets. However, it 
does appear that the major impact of the US market is likely to be on South American and Asian 
suppliers rather than on the lesser volume of trade with West Africa. Freight rates are high and have 
not changed after the moderate hikes in December 2007, although this has not yet inhibited trade 
volumes. One exporter recently noted some difficulty in obtaining shipping space for Europe, although 
this seemed not to be a significant problem. 
 
As with logs, prices for sawn timber are unchanged from mid-month levels. Although markets are still 
said to be quiet, demand has remained moderate, possibly helped by the mild winter conditions so far 
in Europe, where rain is more of a problem for the construction sector than the normal snow and ice. 
However, continental European and UK buyers are being very cautious over concerns about the full 
effects of the US credit crunch. Sapele and sipo are in demand and moabi also continues to be 
popular. Okoume, douka/makore and movingui remained in good demand and are unchanged at 
recent higher prices. While there are no forecasts for the medium term, experts say prices should 
remain stable at least until the end of February. [ITTO Report 16-31st Jan]  
 
DRC Receives US$64 Million For Forest Reforms 
The World Bank will provide funds to strengthen forestry reforms in the DRC after the Bank’s 
Inspection Panel found ‘significant policy compliance failures’ in the country. A total of US$64 million 
will be provided by the Bank to address these deficiencies, including measures to improve 
consultations on forest strategies with indigenous people. The funds will enable the country to develop 
new forest management strategies and schemes. [ITJ 30/01/08] 
 
Ghanaian Government Revises Forest Revenue Sharing Ratio 
The government has revised the sharing ratio of revenue from the country’s forests. Traditional 
authorities will now receive 60% instead of 40% of revenue accruing from outside forest reserves. 
Resource owners will receive 50% of the revenue from on-reserve forests and the Forestry 
Commission will receive the remaining 50% of the revenue, instead of the previous ratio of 40/60 
respectively. The Deputy Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines, Mr. Adjei Yeboah, explained that the 
changed ratios were designed to stimulate community enthusiasm in forest management and alleviate 
poverty among the local people. ITTO Report 16-31st Jan] 
  
Ghana: First National Forest Forum [NFF] 
The first National Forest Forum [NFF] has been held in Accra. The Forum was attended by delegates 
from 10 regions comprising traditional leaders and officials from the Forestry Commission and the 
Ministry of Lands, Forestry and Mines. The Forum, the first of its kind, was designed to serve as a 
neutral platform for stakeholders to discuss the numerous forestry issues at both the national and local 
levels. It is anticipated the Forum will in the future serve as a basis for advocacy to effect changes in 
policies and laws inimical to sustainable forest management and collaborative forest management 
practices.  [GNA 31/01/08] 
 
Ghana TUC General Secretary Advocates Merger Of GAWU And TWU 
Kofi Asamoah, Acting Secretary-General of the Trades Union Congress [TUC] has advocated the 
merger of the General Agricultural Workers Union [GAWU] and Timber Workers Union [TWU] to avoid 
tension mounting between the two unions. [GNA] 
 
RMB 29/02/08 



 
Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM AA Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PL Public Ledger 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PRN PR Newswire 
BD Business Day       PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT RT 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BLB Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITTO International Timber Trade Organisation 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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