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Agricultural Commodities 
Data as of 30/03/10 13:37 GMT  

Commodity Exch Currency Expire Last
Trade

Date/Time Net Chg Open High Low
COFFEE C 
May10  

USSF USD 05/19 137.40 03/30 13:06 -0.75 138.25 138.95 137.30

COCOA 
May10  

USSF USD 05/13 2,972.00 03/30 13:05 +47.00 2,925.00 2,980.00 2,925.00

SUGAR 11 
May10  

USSF USD 04/30 17.65 03/30 13:06 +0.14 17.51 18.25 17.50

WHEAT 
May10  

USKF USD 05/14 473.50 03/29 00:00 -2.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

CORN BMF 
 

BRBF USD 09/18 23.17 10/08 00:00 +0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00

SOYBEANS USBF USX 05/14 967.50 03/29 00:00 +15.50 0.00 0.00
May10  

 
Metals and Mining 
Data as of 30/03/10 13:40 GMT  

Commodity Exch Currency Expire Last
Trade

Date/Time Net Chg Open High Low
GOLD 
Feb11  

JPTC JPY 02/23 3,320 03/30 06:34 +7 3,308 3,322 3,293

SILVER JPTC JPY 02/23 52 03/30 06:34 +1 52 52 52
Feb11  
PLATINUM JPTC JPY 02/23 4,817 03/30 06:34 +65 4,782 4,819 4,757
Feb11  
PALLADIUM JPTC JPY 02/23 1,394 03/30 06:34 +32 1,390 1,396 1,381
Feb11  
ALUMINIUM JPTC JPY 10/26 215 03/30 06:34 +0 0 0 0
Oct10  

 
his report is brought to you by the OT Africa Line Marketing Department.   T

 
This document aims to give our customers a thorough insight into the latest commodity news affecting West 
Africa.  By using our local agency network within West Africa we will provide you with up-to the 

inute strategic information.   m
 
Feedback 
OT Africa Line values your comments!  

e offer a feedback facility on our website at http://www.otal.com/feedback.asp W
 
Disclaimer of Liability 
OT Africa Line make every effort to provide and maintain usable, and timely information in this report. No responsibility is 
accepted for the accuracy, completeness, or relevance to the user's purpose, of the information.  
 
Accordingly OT Africa Line denies any liability for any direct, indirect or consequential loss or damage suffered by any 
person as a result of relying on any published information.  
 
Conclusions drawn from, or actions undertaken on the basis of, such data and information are the sole responsibility of the 
reader. 
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CAMEROON 
Cameroon Bought 16,963 Tons Cocoa Beans For Crushing Aug-Feb 
The Cameroon affiliate of Switzerland-based Barry Callebaut AG bought 16,963 metric tons of cocoa beans between August 
and February in the current 2009-2010 season to grind, far below the 25,324 tons it bought during the same period of the 
last season. Locally known as Societe Industrielle Camerounaise, or Sic Cacao SA, Barry Callebaut Cameroon has a yearly 
grinding capacity of 30,000 tons of cocoa beans. The Swiss company owns 70% of Sic Cacao, while the remaining 30% 
belongs to the Cameroon government. The figures indicate that 602 tons of cocoa beans were bought by Sic Cacao in 
February alone of this season, down from 883 tons bought in February of the previous season.  [DJ 27/03/10] 
 
Cocoa prices slip as main crop ends 
Cameroon cocoa farmgate prices have slipped since February as exporters slowed purchases with the close of the main 
crop, ending a five-month stretch of gains in the number five world supplier. Kumba-based Cameroon Marketing 
Commodities [CAMACO], the country's second biggest cocoa exporter, cut purchases in half to 20 tonnes a week from 40 
tonnes a week in February. 
 
The Cameroon cocoa season runs from August 1 to July 31, with the main crop harvest from October to January and the 
mid-crop harvest from late April/early May to June. Farmers throughout the production zones are hopeful that the mid-crop 
harvest may be robust this year because of the early return of the rainy season, in mid-February instead of mid-March as 
usual. About 50% of the country's cocoa comes from the southwest, 35% from the centre, 10% from the south and 5% from 
the east. [AP] 
 

 
 
COTE D’IVOIRE 
Ivory Coast Mid-Crop Cocoa Harvest May Decline 8.6% 
Cocoa production in Ivory Coast may decline 8.6% in this year’s mid-crop season because of poor rains, spurring global 
prices for the commodity. Output may drop to about 300,000 metric tons from 328,117 tons last year according to the state-
run Bourse de Café et du Cacao [BCC].  
 
Harvesting of the mid-crop, the smaller of two annual harvests, begins this week and ends in September. Cocoa futures on 
ICE Futures U.S. in New York have fallen 12% so far this year and traded at US$2,892 a metric ton. Prices have been 
weighed down by the dollar’s strength against the euro, which reduced demand for commodities and raw materials as a 
hedge against inflation.  Cocoa for May delivery rose as much as 0.9%, or 19 pounds, to 2,235 pounds [US$3,349] in 
London trading.  
 
Ivory Coast accounted for 35% of global cocoa output last year, compared with 37% in the 2007-08 season, according to 
International Cocoa Organization data. Production in the main harvest that began in October has totalled 876,858 tons so far 
this season, compared with 869,071 tons a year ago, according to BCC figures.  
 
Production in Ivory Coast has been hampered by low rainfall in the country’s main growing areas in the south and south-
west. Outbreaks of swollen shoot disease also curbed output in the central regions of Bouafle and Sinfra, causing annual 
output to drop to 30,000 tons from 80,000 tons.  
 

COCOA >> 
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The drop in production in Ivory Coast may help boost prices to more than $3,000 a ton with an expected spike in the second 
quarter. 
 
Last year, cocoa revenue provided more than a quarter of the Ivorian economy’s export earnings, ahead of oil and coffee. 
Six million of Ivory Coast’s 21 million inhabitants make a living out of cocoa. Long-term output is jeopardized by a lack of 
investment by impoverished farmers and a reorganization of the industry that has been delayed by political instability. Ivory 
Coast split into a government-controlled south and a rebel-held north after a civil war in 2002. President Laurent Gbagbo 
said last month a peace accord signed in 2007 between the two sides has “broken down.” Presidential elections have been 
postponed six times since Gbagbo’s mandate expired in 2005.  
 
Last month, farmers rejected plans to overhaul the industry by introducing a centralized management body linked to the 
presidency, demanding more independence from the state. Plans to reduce levies and fix prices for growers have also run 
aground. It is extremely important that the sector is rejuvenated to maintain a powerful cocoa economy. In the long run it’s 
worrying: the trees are old; the quality of the product needs to be improved. There are diseases which are wreaking havoc in 
the plantations. These things need to be dealt with immediately. 
 
About 17% of the country’s crop does not meet international quality standards, compared with 5% in 1999, according to the 
state-controlled National Management Committee of Coffee and Cocoa. The World Bank has tied future debt relief and loans 
to reforms in the industry. Last year, Ivory Coast qualified for US$3 billion debt relief under an IMF program for poor 
countries. [BL 29/03/10] 
 
Disease To Cut Ivorian Cocoa Harvest By 2%  
Cocoa output from Ivory Coast will slip by 1.9% this season and could keep falling in coming years due to the spread of 
swollen shoot disease. The decline this season would mark its worst harvest in at least 6-years, and would offset expected 
increases elsewhere in the West African cocoa growing zone 3-months after supply worries pushed world cocoa futures to a 
30 year high. 
 
"Our cocoa production has been falling in the past few years mainly due to an attack by the swollen shoot disease," said 
Saint-Cyr Djikalou, Ivory Coast's representative to the International Cocoa Organisation. Djikalou said cocoa output this year 
will hit 1.20 million tonnes, down from just over 1.22 million tonnes in the previous season which marked the worst Ivorian 
performance since at least 2004-05. The outlook contrasts with expectations among Ivory Coast's farmers that the tail end of 
the current season, which runs from October-to-September, will be strong thanks to favourable growing weather. 
 
"The government and research partners have intensified efforts to contain the spread of the disease and we are still waiting 
for the results," he said. "But the way things are now our output could drop to anything between 1 million and 1.1 million 
tonnes next year."   The dim outlook in Ivory Coast could overshadow a rosier picture elsewhere in the region. Both Nigeria 
and Cameroon have said they expect increases in cocoa output this year, while No. 2 world producer Ghana has said official 
output data would fall only because cross-border smuggling is keeping tonnage off the books. Together, the four Africa 
producers account for nearly two-thirds of global cocoa output. [RT 26/03/10] 
 
World Bank Concerns For Cocoa Sector 
Ivory Coast's government is seeking to reform the cocoa sector amid rising complaints from farmers that they are unable to 
make enough money to maintain their plantations. The reforms meant to revitalise the sector had been put on hold pending 
elections meant to reunite Ivory Coast after its 2002-2003 war. The polls have been repeatedly delayed but diplomats think 
Gbagbo could enact reforms by decree anyway.  
 
However, the World Bank has urged caution against hasty implementation of any possible plans to set up government-run 
bodies that would forward sell 70% of the harvest in order to try and guarantee prices for Ivorian farmers."If this mechanism, 
which we know has its weaknesses, is to be set up, it must come from wide and deep consultations," according to a World 
Bank. "We think that it is not advisable to do it is such a short time as by April 2010," it added. 
 
The World Bank stressed the need to Ivorian cocoa cooperatives to become better organised before they can play their role 
in the new system. It also expressed concern about plans to ask exporters to pre-finance the crop. [RT 26/03/10] 
 
Cocoa Faces Farmers' Exodus Into Rubber  
Many farmers in Ivory Coast are abandoning cocoa and turning to rubber production as low yields, caused by diseases and 
ageing trees, trump benefits from 10-year highs in up-country farmgate prices. Exporters say prices have ranged from 900 
CFA francs [US$1.83] per kg to 1,000 francs per kg since October, at the opening of the marketing season to early March. 
Despite these highs, few farmers say they have improved their lot and some agronomists estimate that thousands in the top 
grower may join the exodus from cocoa to rubber. High cocoa prices are too unpredictable and short lived whereas the 
problems associated with growing it, like black pod disease, are persistent. [RT 26/03/10] 
 
GHANA 
CSSVD To Assist Farmers Increase Cocoa Production 
The Cocoa Swollen Shoot Virus Disease [CSSVD] Control Unit of the Ghana Cocoa Board [COCOBOD], has embarked on 
massive cocoa rehabilitation and extension services programme to help farmers to increase production and boost their 
returns. This involves aggressive control of mistletoes infestation and the cutting down of old cocoa trees and replanting of 
high-yielding and early maturing ones as part of the effort by the government to meet the target of 1-million tonnes of cocoa 
production by 2012. 
 
Five cocoa districts in Ashanti; Obuasi, Offinso, Asante-Mampong, Ahafo-Ano North and Atwima-Nwabiagya have already 
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benefited from the programme. Farmers are also being assisted to intercrop their cocoa farms with maize, yams and 
cassava providing additional income to raise their living standards. [GNA 27/03/10] 
 
Management Of PBC To Step Up Investment To Diversify Revenue Base 
The management of Produce Buying Company [PBC], the country's largest licensed cocoa buyer, is to step up its 
investment as part of efforts to diversify the company's revenue base. Speaking at the annual general meeting of 
shareholders, Chairman Dr Abu said management had already begun the construction of a GH¢1.9 million state-of-the-art 
parking lot at Tema for renting to management of Ghana Cocoa Board [COCOBOD] and other companies. 
 
In addition, work on the company's subsidiary, PBC Shea Limited at Buipe in the Northern Region to process and export 
shea butter is on course and all the necessary arrangements for take-off had been made, including the advance payment of 
about US$3.7 million towards the acquisition of processing machine from Brazil. The management of PBC is investing 
US$10 million to build the plant, which is expected to start operation in September this year, with an initial production target 
of 25,000 tonnes and ramp up to full capacity production of 100,000 tonnes annually. The move forms part of the company's 
medium-term strategy aimed at diversifying its operations to generate more resources to support its operations. 
 
Dr Abu said there was the need to strengthen other areas of the company's operations, adding that the revamp of haulage 
operations had enhanced revenue, raking in a net revenue of GH¢3.751 million over the previous year's figure of 
GH¢661,000. The company hauled about 43.5 per cent of total cocoa purchases of 247,881 tonnes during the 2008/9 
season. PBC's profit after tax rose to GH¢5.194 million for the 2008/2009 financial year, while its market share within the 
same period also rose to 35%. [GNA 26/03/10] 
 
Roundtable On Ghana's Cocoa Industry Held  
A critical issue that needs to be considered in the cocoa supply chain is sustainable improvement in farmer incentive 
structure. This farmer incentive structure hinges on farmer income, cocoa quality, market price, productivity among others.   
 
In a speech read on his behalf at a national roundtable on sustainable cocoa economy, the Minister of Finance and 
Economic Planning, Dr. Kwabena Duffour, said it is necessary that the meeting identifies and assesses policies of 
stakeholders in the cocoa chain in order to attain the appropriate sustainable structures for the Ghanaian cocoa economy. 
He said government welcomes the new public private partnership for extension delivery and is prepared to provide 
appropriate support to ensure that cocoa production is moved to a higher pedestal.   
 
The Acting Deputy Chief Executive of the Ghana Cocoa Board, Dr. Yaw Adu-Ampomah, commended the Africa Cocoa 
Coalition and Tropical Commodity Coalition for initiating Ghana’s version of the round table.  This emphasizes the country’s 
leading role in cocoa production in terms of quantity and quality.  Dr. Adu-Ampomah believes the discussions will result in 
securing better livelihood for cocoa farmers through modernized cocoa farming methods by way of productivity improvement 
schemes and working conditions. [GBC 12/03/10] 
 
Cocoa Processing Company’s Production Dips In 2009 
The Cocoa Processing Company [CPC] has processed 14,178.32 metric tonnes of cocoa in 2009 just about 24.4% of the 
planned output of 58,050 metric tonnes. The company’s confectionery factory also missed its target of 2,200 metric tonnes, 
realising 1,146.97 metric tonnes. 
 
Mr. Richard Amarh Tetteh, Managing Director, said the company could not meet its programmed 90%throughput capacity 
utilisation of about 5,000 metric tonnes per month due to constraints in the supply of cocoa beans, power cuts, interruption in 
water supply and lack of working capital. CPC has a throughput capacity of 64,500 metric tonnes per annum. 
 
In order to scale the challenges and restore the company on the path of profitability, Mr. Tetteh said management had 
concluded a new beans purchase arrangement with the management of COCOBOD to ensure regular supply of cocoa 
beans to the factories. In addition, the company is also installing complementary machinery and accessories to make the 
second cocoa factory fully flexible in the production of cocoa liquor, cocoa butter and cocoa cake and powder. [GNA 
17/03/10] 
 
Ghana Widens Fertilizer Use to Boost Cocoa Yields 
The Ghana Cocoa Board plans to as much as double the amount of land under fertilizer use as it targets production of 1 
million metric tons of the beans by 2012-13. Last year, 200,000 of the estimated 2 million hectares [4.9 million acres] of 
cocoa plantations in Ghana used fertilizer. The board wants to increase that to between 300,000 and 400,000 hectares this 
year. 
 
Exhausted soils in West Africa is keeping production levels at less than half potential output, according to the Cocoa 
Producers’ Alliance. The smallholder farmers that produce the crop in the region average yields of 300-500 kilograms [661-
1,102 pounds] per hectare, below the potential of 1 metric ton per hectare. 
 
The Ghana Cocoa Board subsidizes 40% of the cost of a bag of fertilizer and uses licensed buying companies to distribute 
the chemicals to farmers. But for some farmers, the expense of using fertilizer, which also includes hiring workers, is too 
much. [BB 19/03/10] 
 
Smuggling Hits Ghana Cocoa Buying 
An increase in smuggling will shave about 1.4% off Ghana's official cocoa purchases this season, Cocobod has said. The 
outlook in the world's second-biggest grower comes as official output figures in neighbouring No. 1 grower Ivory Coast trickle 
along at near par with last season - the worst in at least 5-years. Cocobod purchases, the best reflection of output from the 
country, had hit 710,000 tonnes in the previous October-to-September season. 
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FOB Prices Largely Unchanged 
Although details of the log export ban in Gabon have not yet been totally finalised, the log markets have remained 
remarkably calm. The prospect of the loss of such a major player from the log market has not resulted, as yet, in noticeable 
price movements for logs. Price changes that have been recorded over the past four to six weeks have more to do with 
improved demand from Europe. However these increases are built on a very low level of demand and are still very 
moderate. Better demand in China and India has also supported the modest movement in prices. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Return Of South African Buyers 
Analysts report that South African importers allowed timber stocks to run low and have now returned to the market and are 
actively buying sawn Okoume. This has encouraged sawmillers in Congo Brazzaville and Gabon to raise prices and there 
are indications that sawn Okoume prices will continue upwards into the second quarter. Clarification also is awaited on 
details of the log export situation in Cameroon. There has been relaxation on exports of lesser know species and, more 
recently, some indication that special dispensations may be made in respect of prime timbers. Currently, production across 
W. Africa is relatively low because of the rain season, so finalising a firm decision in log exports in Cameroon is not so 
urgent. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Positive Trade Expectations 
Traders are reportedly expecting that Okoume, Okan, Sapele and Sipo log export prices will continue to firm. Higher log 
prices should encourage sawmills in CAR to resume production of top quality Sapele for export through the port of Douala. 
Because of the high cost of road transport for the almost 1,000km journey, sawnwood exports via Douala is viable only when 
prices are some €30-50 above the very low level of recent months. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Ghana Q4 Timber Contracts 
Data available from the Timber Industry Development Division of the Forestry Commission [TIDD] indicates that contracts for 
a volume of 94,369 cubic metres [down 17% Qtr on Qtr] and 2,475 pieces of furniture parts were processed and approved 
for export during the fourth quarter of 2009. There was a sharp increase in furniture parts export as a result of two major 
parts shipments for the Togolese market undertaken by Portal Limited, a Takoradi based timber firm. The TIDD report 
indicates that Mim Scanstyle Ltd, once the major furniture parts exporter, submitted almost no contracts for export approval 
during the same period. In the fourth quarter 2009 there were declines in almost all the major export wood products with the 
exception of Finger Jointed/Laminated products, for which exports [3,696 cubic metres] increased by 39% compared to the 
previous quarter. There were also declines in export volumes of sawnwood, plywood, plantation poles/billets/logs, sliced 
veneer, rotary veneer and mouldings compared to the previous quarter. Sawnwod continued to be the leading export wood 
product from Ghana, contributing 47% of the total volume of exports in the quarter. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
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Ghana Price And Market Performance 
Overall there were no changes in prices during the quarter under review. Prices were stable for most of the wood products. 
Though the global economic crisis, which led to a meltdown of prices for wood products for most of 2009, has eased, 
Ghana’s exporters of wood products still find it difficult to achieve prices above the TIDD Guiding Selling Prices [GSP]. 
Prices of Mahogany [Khaya ivorensis], which is the main sawnwood species for the US market, started to show signs of 
improvement during the fourth quarter of 2009. Most contract prices approved were at around US$750 per cubic metres, 
with a few achieving as high as US$800 per cubic metre. Prices in the previous quarter were in the range of US$720 per 
cubic metre, well below the average GSP level of US$860 per cubic metre. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
China A Major Buyer For Ghana 
China is becoming one of the most important markets for Ghana’s wood products, especially for high density sawnwood 
species. The majority of contracts for Denya submitted for approval by the TIDD during the fourth quarter 2009 were for the 
Chinese market. Prices were in the region of US$400 per cubic metre. Previously, the best average price was around 
US$350 per cubic metre. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Nigeria Imports Plywood From Ghana 
Nigeria continued to be the major consumer of Ghana’s plywood during the quarter under review. Due to the depreciation of 
the US Dollar against the Euro, many Nigerian buyers complained that the TIDD GSP for plywood was on the high side, 
though TIDD prices quoted in Euros had not changed. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Ghana New Forest Plan 
The Forestry Commission is to update management plans for all forest reserves in the country. Apparently, plans over 
twenty forest reserves in the country have been earmarked as pilot areas. Four pilot areas namely, Nsuensa-Bediako, 
Esukawkaw, Pra- Anuonand and Worebong South are in the Eastern Region. At a 2-day planning workshop held to 
introduce a draft management plan for the Nsuensa-Bediako Forest Reserve, the Eastern Regional Forestry Manager, Mr. J 
E Manu, said he wanted to bring all stakeholders in the sector together for discussion on the plan to ensure the effective and 
sustainable management of forest reserves. Mr Manu said the Nsuensa-Bediako Forest Reserve management plan was 
written in 1959 to cover a period of five years but there had been no review undertaken since. [ITTO Report 1-15/03/10] 
 
Ghana's Engineered Timber Exports Rise 
Finger-jointed and laminated timber was almost the only product area seeing growth among Ghana’s forest product exports 
during the fourth quarter. Engineered timber saw a 39% growth on the previous quarter to 3,696m³. Exports of sawn timber, 
plywood, plantation poles/billets/logs, sliced veneer, rotary veneer and mouldings declined. A total wood product volume of 
94,369m³ was exported during the quarter, a 17% decrease on the previous quarter. [TTJ 26/03/10] 
 
Angola Draws Up Country’s Forestry Inventory 
The Angolan deputy minister of Agriculture for Forest Resources, André de Jesus Moda has said that the process of drawing 
up a forest inventory was underway across the country which will determine the amount of forest Angola has. The inventory 
will be a database that will make it possible to assess the amount and type of resources that Angola has, as only this way 
can it begin it exploration in an objective manner in terms of both quantity and quality, respecting high international and 
national demands.  
 
In Angola forestry exploration is carried out in a traditional way by the population and by certain companies that work across 
most of the country where the greatest rain forests abound. There are also uncontrolled and non-authorised burn offs of 
forest, mainly in the centre and north of the country without measuring the effects these may have on the ecosystem. Angola 
has artificial and natural forests covering an area of some 53 million hectares. [MH 19/03/10] 
 
Small Businesses In Ghana’s Forestry Sector Neglected 
Research has shown that more than a million small and medium scale businesses [SMEs] operate within the forestry sector 
in Ghana. But this group of SMEs are not properly captured in the country’s statistical index despite their huge social and 
environmental consequences. 
 
According to a report published by the International Institute for Environment and Development, the forestry sub-sector has 
not only contributed to forest loss, but also to a gradual decline in employment prospects and a huge loss of revenue to the 
government. The report titled, ‘Hidden Forestry Revealed’, written by Paul Osei-Tutu and others shows how  these small 
forest enterprises produce a vast array of local products from construction timber, furniture and biomass energy to non-wood 
oils, food, spices, dyes, medicines and craft, not to forget eco-tourism ventures and the less tangible protection of 
environmental services, according to the new study. 
 
But for local people in Ghana, the loss of forests has more immediate impacts. For example, forest loss outside Ghana’s 
forest reserves between 1960 and 1980 led to a 70-80% decline in their contribution to Ghana’s timber production and a 
further loss of 19-27% between 2003 and 2006. Even in forest reserves there are problems. Only 3 out of 214 were 
maintained in ‘excellent’ condition by 1993 according to an independent review. Loss of forest is undermining employment 
and revenue in the country’s fourth largest foreign exchange earner and this is exacerbating poverty. 
 
The new study quantifies for the first time the role played in this story by small forest enterprises, which has less than 30 
employees. But because this sub sector has been largely left out of formal statistics, official planning and management, it is 
estimated to even outweigh the formal forest sub-sector in their contribution to livelihoods and their impact on the 
sustainability of the forests. According to the report, the state does not take account of the sub-sector, which contributes to 
forest loss and a decline in employment prospects and revenue loss to the government. 
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A new alliance of government and non-government actors have been brokered by Tropenbos International Ghana, with 
funding from the International Institute for Environment and Development. Under the banner of ‘Forest Connect’ this alliance 
is starting to reach out and engage with these small forest enterprises, clarify their resource rights, help to organise them 
and involve them in discussions about sustainability and provide business structures to support them. The long term vision is 
that small forest enterprises may become the foundation for sustainability, reduced carbon emission and reduce poverty in 
the industry. 
 
The informal sub-sector, characterised by small and medium forest enterprises [SMFEs] broadly covering wood forest 
products, non-wood forest products and forest services, has been largely left out in forest planning and management even 
though it represents the main, additional or alternative income source for about three million people in Ghana. In terms of 
their contribution to livelihoods. 
 
The neglect of the SMFE sub-sector results in revenue loss to the state through non-registration and non-payment of permit 
fees and taxes, illegal and unstable operations of some enterprises, and sub-optimal contribution to people’s livelihoods and 
poverty reduction. But opportunities and support exist both at the national and international level and offer good prospects 
for the promotion of SMFEs. Efforts must be made to utilise the opportunities offered by these initiatives and deal with the 
challenges they present. 
 
This report reviews the status of SMFEs in Ghana. It provides information on the various issues confronting the sub-sector 
and identifies mechanisms for harnessing the potential of SMFEs to effectively contribute to poverty reduction and 
sustainable forest management in Ghana. [DG 19/03/10] 
 
Rachel Bennett 
OT Africa Line Marketing Department - 31/03/10 
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Abbreviations      IWP Institute for War & Peace Reporting 
AA AllAfrica.com      JDW Jane’s Defence Weekly 
AAGM AA Global Media     LO Liberian Observer 
AEN African Eye News Service    LL Lloyds List Newspaper 
AF Africa Focus       MB Moneyweb 
ACIS African Church Information Service    M&G Mail & Guardian 
AD Africa Daily       MS Malawi Standard 
AI Amnesty International      MISA Media Institute of Southern Africa 
AFP Agence France-Presse      MCC Millennium Challenge Corporation 
AG AngloGold       MO The Monitor 
AIM Agencia de Informacao de Mocambique [Maputo]   MS Malawi Standard [Blantyre] 
AIS Asia Information Services [London]    MW Minority Rights Group International  
AM Accra Mail [Ghana]      NB The Namibian 
AN The Analyst       N24 News24 
ANS African News Services      NF Nigeria First 
AO Africa Online       NE Namibia Economist 
AP Associated Press      NN New Era 
APA Angola Press Agency      NP National Post 
APM Angola Peace Monitor      NV New Vision 
ASP Asia Pulse       PANA Pan-Africa News Agency 
AT Arusha Times Tribune      PA Public Agenda 
AW Africa Women       PL Public Ledger 
BC Business Champion Nigeria    PRN PR Newswire 
BD Business Day       PZ The Post [Cameroon] 
BDMN Bernama Daily Malaysian News     RT Reuters 
BG The Botswana Gazette      SAPA South African Press Association 
BL Beeld        SBR Star Business Report 
BL Bloomberg       SD SciDev.net [London] 
BN Bua News [Botswana]      SI Sunday Independent 
BT Business Times [Dar es Salaam]     SN SABC News 
CA Cape Argus       SNK Sunday National [Kenya] 
CI Conservation International [Washington]    SS Saturday Star 
CNN Central News Network     SSC South Scan 
CNIS Commonwealth News and Information Service   ST Sunday Times 
CP City Press       STAR The Star 
CT Cameroon Tribune      SU The Sun [Nigeria] 
DC Daily Champion      SWN Sowetan 
DG Daily Graphic       TCN The Chronicle Newspaper [Lilonywe] 
DJ Dow Jones       TD This Day [Lagos] 
DJ Dow Jones International News     TDO The Daily Observer [Banjul] 
DN Daily News       TGLN The Guardian Limited Newspaper 
DNS The Daily News      TH The Herald 
DO Dispatch Online      TI The Independent 
DT Daily Trust       TKH The Korea Herald 
DM The Daily Monitor      TOD The Oil Daily 
EA The East African      TR The Reporter 
EAD East African Daily      TS The Star       
EAS East African Standard      TT The Times 
ECN Eastern Cape News      TZ Times of Zambia 
Eco The Economist       USDS United States Department of State 
EIUV EIU Viewswire      UN United Nations [New York] 
FR Friends of the Earth International [Brussels]    UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
FG Financial Gazette [Zimbabwe]     UNRIN  UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
FM Financial Mail       VAN Vanguard Daily [Lagos] 
FN Financial News       WA News Watch 
FT Financial Times       WFP World Food Programme [Geneva] 
FW Finance Week       WMR World Market Report 
GDN Gambia Daily News     WT The Weekly Trust 
GC Ghanaian Chronicle       
GCN Graphic Corporation News     
HAN Highway Africa News Agency      
HRW Human Rights Watch       
IFS Independent Foreign Service      
IFE International Freedom of Expression [Toronto]    
IPS Inter Press Service       
IRIN Integrated Regional Information Network 
ICG International Crisis Group 
ITTO International Timber Trade Organisation 
ITW ITWeb [Johannesburg] 
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